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TEMPLATES 


ELLA JOHNSTON, EDITOR 
ella.johnston@aceville.co.uk 


Head to our website to download 
free templates when you see this icon 


TEACUP CUSHION, 

£20, BHS.CO.uk 
OMBRE TEA LIGHT 
HOLDER £4.50, 
MARKSANDSPENCER.COM 
BAMBOO BOWL 
£14, OLIVERBONAS.COM 
HOT PINK COFFEE AMKER, 
£25, BERRYRED.CO.uk 
* Prices correct at time of print 


W e’re loving the sunny days 
here at Homemaker, Even 
when we’ve had just a 
glimmer of light and a mere promise 
of heat we’ve grabbed the chance 
get outside and enjoy our gardens, 
balconies and local parks. Because 
this is the time to enjoy alfresco 
actitivies we’ve got some clever 
ideas for garden updates on page 1 7 
and we show you how to add some 
fresh flora and fauna to even the 
tiniest of open air spaces on page 93. 

Don’t you just love your free gift 
this issue? The great selection of 
fabric means you can whip up a 
whole host of fabulous homesewn 
makes - turn to page 42 to find out 
what we did with our materials. 

And, if that’s whetted your appetite 
to get handy with the sewing 
machine then check out our 
gorgeous stitchy makes. We show 
you how to create a pretty studded 
cushion on page 40, a beautiful quilt on 
page 30, an amazing patchwork pouffe on page 46 and a stylish oven 
glove and pan holder on page 70. 

Upcyclers won’t be disappointed with this issue either as we feature some really 
cool ideas on how to revamp tired old pieces into contemporary talking 
points. We love Carol Smillie’s inspirational bathroom transformation - take a 
look on page 28, and we adore the way Amanda Walker has used fabric to update 
a scruffy set of shelves on page 54 - these would look great in a kid’s bedroom. 

We also have lots of other great ideas and products to inspire you to become 
the best home crafter you can be. Take a look at our introduction to knitting 
on page 102 and if you fancy giving cross stitch a try then check out the easy 
kit make on page 109. 

We hope you love this issue as much as we do and we’re super keen to see your 
creations, so share your creative triumphs with us via Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram - you never know, we may showcase your efforts in the magazine. 


Happy homemaking. 


Get in touch 

Homemaker, 1 Phoenix Court, Hawkins 
Rood, Colchester, Essex, C02 8JY 

www.honnemakermagazine.co.uk 
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MEET OUR CONTRIBUTORS 



Lisa Faulkner shares some 
delicious treats with us on 
page 66 



Irene Strange delights us 
on page 35 with her 
beautiful bees 


Transform your bathroom 
with Carol Smillie's cabinet 
revamp on page 28 



We're so delighted to 
showcase Corinne Bradd's 
quilting talents on page 30 



Learn how to make o 
studded cushion on page 40 
with Amanda Walker's 
step-by-step 



Lynne Rowe crochets us 
some beautiful charms on 
page 88 to hang from 
doors, drawers and baskets 


5 THINGS WE 
LOVE ABOUT 
THIS ISSUE 


• Having fun with our fabric pack 
I • Die-cutting butterflies for cool displays 
V • Enjoying some garden dining 
I • Rolling our fab tyre chair outside 
J • Experimenting with paper sculpting 
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HOME MAKING 
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9 PICK OF THE MONTH 


62 COMING NEXT ISSUE 


Go bright with your floral displays! 


See whots in store for you next time 
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tells us her story 

14 HEADLINES 
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crafty courses and classes 

112 HOMEMAKER NOTES 

Your essential home hints, top tips 
and insider secrets here 


Enjoy top trends, must-go 
shows and home treats 



MOODBOARD: 

COUNTRY COHAGE CHIC 



It' 


We hove on array of amazing mokes 
to spruce up your outdoor spaces 

28 CRAFT WITH CAROL 

The TV star shows you how to turn a 
tired cabinet into o bathroom wonder 

30 PATCHWORK HEAVEN 

Stitch 0 colourful quilt with 
gorgeous fat quarters from Coots 

33 WHY WE LOVE SUAAMER DAYS 

Columnist Ellie Tennant on the 
brightest of seasons 

36 LIGHT AND LOVELY TABLECLOTH 

Torie Jayne shows us how to emulate 
her style with this homemade idea 

40 AAAKE A STUDDED CUSHION 

Follow Amanda Walker's step-by-step 
and whip up this upholstery classic 

42 WAYS WITH... YOUR FIVE 
FREE PATCH FABRICS 

You'll love Cheryl Cwen's collection 
of stitchy projects to moke tonight 

46 PATCHWORK POUFFE 

Sew-up o stylish ottoman 

53 BUTTERFLY ARTWORK 

Create o pretty wall hanging 


54 BIRDIE BOOKCASE 

Transform tired shelves into 
on ovion-themed talking point 


Rfl 

DWJ 


58 PAPER DREAMS 

We embrace sculpting, 
scrunching and weaving 

70 KITCHEN ESSENTIALS 

Stitch stylish oven mitts 



74 BUTTON IT 

Moke cute fabric-covered 
fridge magnets 



84 FAIR ISLE BABY BLANKET 

Nicki Trench shows you how to 
knit 0 throw fit for a princess 

88 TAKE HEART 

Lynne Rowe whips up some 
adorable crochet charms 


96 EMBELLISHED TOWELS 

Treat your bathroom to 
some homesewn fabric love 



108 STITCHY STYLE 

Start cross-stitching the easy way 

HOME BAKING 


63 CAKE BOY 

Delectable sweets from Eric Laniard 
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69 BAKERS BOUTIQUE 

We showcase top products to 
help you enjoy cooking with 
the little ones 

HOME STYLING 

76 DECORATOR'S DIARY 

We give you lots of guidance on 
upgrading your kids' bedroom 

90 SUAAMER SPECIAL 

Quick fixes for sunny gatherings 

93 LITTLE WONDERS 

Don't hove o garden? No problem. 
Read our advice on planting flora and 
fauna in small spaces 

104 COUNTRY PILE 

Recreate the laid-back cottage look in 
your own home with our top tips 

106 Q&A 

Expert advice on a range 
of home and interiors queries 


WANT. NEED. LOVE 

50 AROUND THE HOUSE 

Our pick of contemporary nursery buys 

56 AAAKING SHAPES 

We take a look at a new product 
that mokes cutting super easy 

86 YARN NEWS 

A round-up of tales from the 
knitting and crochet world 

HOMEMAKER HEROES 

27 WAYNE HEMINGWAY 

Wayne proposes making the 
capital 0 Notional Pork 

57 JULIE DODSWORTH 

Our Homemaker regular shows you 
how to transform a humble deck-chair 

114 LINDA BARKER 

The interiors expert gives us her fresh 
ideas for summer updates 


MEET THE MAKER 
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72 AT WORK WITH KITTY McCALL 

The bright, colourful designer 
guides us through her day 

80 VICTORIA TURNER 

We talk to the ceromicist about 
her creative process 

AND THE REST... 

48 SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Never miss on issue of your 
favourite mag and bog yourself 
0 crochet hook roll 

101 READER OFFER 

Calling all stitchers find out how you 
con save 1 5% at Plush Addict 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE 

TODAY AT H0MEMAKERMAGAZINE.C0.uk 
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All faciiilies are to residents 

with the exception of material 
costs in the Craft Centre. 


Pl us ou r 

isNOW 

OPEN! 


“A great place for 
crafters" 

Sheiia S S - 7np Advisor 


'V - 

September 
4nt Midweek 
Breaks from 


TheManor 

Hmise 


AsiiDury 

Hotels 

^Tlie OoJy Sporty Craft & Spa 
iri the UK 


/ venues boast a range of 1 

/ craft, sport & leisure facilities 
/ that we believe are without equal anywhere 
/ in the UK! Our unique craft centre offers 17 
tutored crafts including: 


PoHcry ’ 

Porcebin Painting 
Candle Making 
Enamelling 
Hoi Presii PrWIng 


Gfes patnfing 
Gla^ Engradrig 
Jewellery 
WoQcfavork 
Fabric Painting 
AND MgRE! 


Additional Facilifiesl 


Eo residents 
iges 


Table Tennis 

Badminton 

Air Pistols k 

5'A-Side 

Squash 

Air Rifles 1 

Basketball 

Short Tennis 

, Laser Clays 




Swimming 

Funhouse 

4 X 18 Hole Courses 

Spa & Sauna 

Gamezone 

2 Combination Courses 

Snooker 

Watei'slides 

18 Hole Par 3 

Ten-Pin 

Play Area 

Practice Facilities 

All rooms en-suiie - 

Full board - 

Child & Party discounts 


8 fim^ikaksK 



Irresistible Gifts for Children & Elegant Home Accessories 






Buy online at www.ellajames.co.uk 
Email: info@ellajames.co.uk 
Telephone: 0 1 572 759 1 90 for mail order. 






MIX UP THE USUAL TERRACOTTA SHADES WITH AQUA HUES. Don't get us wrong, we're definitely fans of the earthy cloy tones of traditional plant 
pots, but this summer we can't wait to odd a fresh new painted element. Moke the colours of your blooms really pop by painting varying stripes around 
your vessels in bright, crisp shades. Why not give your garden bench a makeover while you're there too? farrow-ball.com 
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JOIN OUR CLUB... 

Full of homemaking pearls of wisdom? Have crafty questions that 
need answering or great tips for projects? Then join our hub and 
become a part of Homemaker magazine by sending your comments, 
tips and a photo to francesca.cowling@aceville.co.uk 


EVENT REVIEW... 

Been to a great crafty class, had an inspiring read 
or used a creative kit recently? Send your review to 
francesca.cowling@aceville.co.uk to see it in 
print AND win a £20 voucher for Retreat Home! 




ALEX IVESON, MEGAN HEMMING, 

London, talks baking London, inspires us to start 
with kids on page 69 knitting on page 1 02 



GEM WITCHALLS, 
Wrexham, mokes the 
most of small gardens 
on page 1 7 


STAR 


JOT DOWN ALL YOUR OREATIVE IDEAS 
IN THESE BEAUTIEUL EOREST EEAST 
NOTEBOOKS (ERIN GLEESON, 
ABRAMS NOTERIE, £9.99) 


WIN 






ASRAMSNOTEftlE 




Hi Homemakerl 


Not long ago I discovered the joys of Annie 
Sloan paint and since being introduced to 
it, everything has been painted - both old 
and new. I have never been to so many 
charity shops, tips and car boot sales! 

Most recently, we bought a gentleman's 
wardrobe from a charity shop for £30 
(what a bargain I ) but it needed a bit of 
love and care. We sanded it down, added 
a beading to the doors, new handles and 
a cornice to the top before giving it a 
new lick of paint. 

What we love most about this wardrobe 
is the interior with labels on each shelf to 
help you decide where to store your 
clothing. Hopefully we've preserved a 
little bit of history! 

Thank you for all the new and exciting 
ideas Homemakerl 

Emma Cliff, via email 


^retrcaW 



^ th -£.20 

yoouJwo! 


Homemaker reader Emma Simmonds and her husband 
attended an icing class at the Biscuiteers Icing Cafe, here's 
what she thought: 

"The class we booked was 'London' 
themed, perfect for a big day out in the 
capital. We'd be recreating lots of London 
icons in sugary goodness, including Big Ben, 

Tower Bridge, a trusty Tube sign, and a 
traditional black taxi. 


Upon arriving, we were instantly in awe 
of all the beautiful things that the Biscuiteers 
make and were eager to get started. The 
session started with a quick icing lesson, 
learning some basics, but it wasn't long 
before we began decorating some actual 
biscuits. We worked with royal icing, using 
a mixture of piping bags to create outlines 
and then filling in with 'flooding' icing. 

They were then popped into an oven to dry 
out before we added detail. This was a bit 
more fiddly but the tutor was really helpful with 
lots of tips. 

The session was really enjoyable, with a 
laid back atmosphere. I'm now on the look 
out for more crafty things that we can do 
as a couple." 



■> HOMEMAKER NEWSFEED 

Homemaker Magazine - 28th May 
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^interest board 

A peek at a board we're currently coveting: 

pinterest.com/esmeim/craft'garderL'Summer/ 



GARDEN CRAFING 



SNAP HAPPY 


Send us your pics on 
Twitter and Instagram 
©homemakermag 



@noblebirdies 


This summer take your crafts alfresco and turn your garden into an inspiring, creative haven with the 
help of this Pinterest board. Delight the kids with tiny handmade signposts for fairies, spruce up your 
terracotta pots with paint and fashion quirky hanging planters to really make the most of your space. 


A 


VOICE FROM THE 

BLOGOSPHERE 



Sewsensational 

sewsensational.wordpress.com 

If you’re looking for a charming 
documentation of a budding stitcher and 
seamstress, then Sewsensational is the blog for 
you. Creative Louise lets us in to take a peek at 
her crafting journey as she, in her own words, 
covers her home, life, family and friends in soft 
furnishings. Full of helpful tips with a friendly 
tone, Louise covers everything from where to 
start if you’re new to sewing, how she finds 
different patterns and book reviews, as well as 
various project tutorials, including knitted 
bunting and a patchwork clock. 


/ 



HOMEMAKER'S 
WEBSITE OF THE MONTH 
ELITEPACKAGING 

company.cg.uk 

Whether you've just slaved over a batch of cupcakes 
in the kitchen or have spent hours crafting the perfect 
gift, the last thing you'll want to do is hide it away 
in an ugly brown box. That's why we love Elite 
Packaging, who design and supply bespoke, 
versatile and unique packaging in pretty colours 
and a range of shapes and sizes, perfect for 
showcasing your crafty works of art. 







Take a look at 
our lovely new 
website for free 
patterns, papers, 
downloads and 
recipes. Plus 
bonus projectsi 
homemaker 
magazine.co.uk 




if 


@Prinny_Pinny_ 


1 %. 
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In stock at Topwools 
26 The A/cade Barnsley S70 2QP 
Telephone 01226 730826 
email: shop i? twistedstitches.co.uK 

www.twistedstitches.co.uk 


NATURAL BRITISH WOOL 
HAND PAINTED YARNS 

Luxury yarn, hand painted inspired by 
the rolling Yorkshire landscape 

SUMPTUOUS FIBRES 

Stunning, One-o(-a-kind, Hand-spun yams 
Carded Barts & Merino Tops for Spinners and Felt Makers 


/iwstedstifchesuk 
I Awistedstiichuk 


twistedstrichesuk 


Maidenhead Sewing Centre 

Haberdashery Heaven 



www.sewcraftyonline.co.uk 


51 Sew Crafty Sewing Centre ^P^@Sewcraftysc 


GRRPHXeC 

The Silhouette portrait is the 
ultimate DIY machine. From customizing 
/our apparel to personalizing your party 
and everything in between the portrait will 
help you create your own 
DIY masterpiece. 

who hoJif o/ UfhcmettO? 
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Ouhy hZoAthy fVuJkeAy. . . 


Wardrobe 

wonders 



We chat to Abi Simmons about 
her wonderful children’s hangers 


Check out Abis gorgeous 
products at folksy.com/shops 
/ redhandgang 


Abi Simmons' charming business, Red Hand Gang, 
is centred around children and the simple pleasures 
of life. The name is a nod to the children's television 
programme and her idyllic country childhood with 
her siblings. Abi made her first products about two 
and a half years ago for her two daughters. "My 
girls were very prolific scribblers so I made them 
personalised sketch books in an attempt to keep 
their artistic urges away from my wallsl" As friends, 
then friends of friends, started requesting books of 
their own, Abi opened her first online shop with 
Etsy, then Folksy, which she loves being a part of. 

"I love that they are really championing British craft 
and all the makers busily creating gorgeous 
goodies in their homes." 

FAMILY FAVOURITES 

With a mother who loves to knit and father skilled 
in painting and wood engraving, it's no real 
surprise that Abi has a creative streak. After 
studying Art and Photography, she got her first job 
selling handmade products on a stall at Portobello 
Market, but the idea of earning money doing what 
she loved didn't occur to her until she became a 
mother herself. "I wanted that flexibility to do what I 
want. I feel very privileged to be able to be with 
my girls and run a small enterprise." But Abi says 
starting the business was a steep learning curve. 
"Finances were a problem in the beginning and I 
had to learn where to make investments. The 
second biggest stumbling block is time, it turns 
out there aren't enough hours in the day, which 
means I work at night, a loti" 

And no wonder, because Abi's hangers may look 
cute but they are incredibly labour-intensive. "There 
are so many stages to get it from a bit of plywood 
to the final painted product. They are laser cut 


locally and then there is a lot of sanding! They are 
all hand-painted and printed by me." A fan of 
clean lines and the Scandi look, Abi says she is 
also inspired by kid's picture books, Japanese toy 
designers and of course, Instagram and Pinterest. 
"Social media for me has been the biggest asset to 
the growth of my business. I use Instagram mainly 
and I love to give customers an insight into the 
workings of Red Hand Gang. I certainly wouldn't 
be where I am today without the support I get from 
Red Hand Gang Instagram followers!" 

A GROWING CONCERN 

The handmade market is certainly an exciting one 
to be a part of, and Abi says she stumbled across 
a niche with the children's hangers when she 
realised no one else had anything quite like them. 

"I personalise the hangers with whichever hair 
colour the customer wants and in the past I have 
painted huge handlebar moustaches, names and 
plenty of superheroes! I have shelves lined with 
hangers in various stages of painting, a cupboard 
full of unpainted products and orders hanging on a 
peg above my desk." The next step for Red 
Hand Gang? "At the 
moment we're preparing 
new products for autumn 
and Ghristmas but in the 
future I'd like to employ 
some more help so that I 
can exhibit at trade shows. 

Gh and sleep, I really hope 
there will be more sleep!" 
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SWEET DREAMS 

A nice biscuit dunked in a cuppa and getting into bed after 
a long day are two of our favourite things to enjoy, so it’s no 
wonder that Brit brand Loaf’s latest bed, (adorably named 
Shortbread) instantly caught our eye. With clean curved lines 
and solid oak weathered legs, this upholstered beauty is a slice 
of perfection. Pick from a palette of more than 120 fabrics to 
have it made up in, we love this pretty teal shade, which will set 
off your light and bright summer decor perfectly, loaf.com 


THIS MONTH'S FIND... 


Gutting Is going wireless ! Crlcut, 
has recently introduced the Explore 
Air, a brand new wireless design 
and cut system that uses Bluetooth 
technology. Used alongside the 
Orient Design Space app, you can 
design on the go whenever 
Inspiration strides, then cut your 
project wirelessly on materials 
including paper, fabric and leather 
when you get home. For more info, 
visit uk.cricut.comiik.cricut.com 


SPOTLIGHT ON thorn&ack and peel 


Inspired by the line, 'the cows 
are in the meadows eating 
buttercups', from the classic 
English nursery rhyme. Ring a 
Ring O' Roses, this kitchenware 
collection by Thornbock and Peel 
is the definition of charming. 
Featuring the brand new Cow 
& Buttercup print are a variety of 
textiles including aprons, oven 
gloves, napkins and tea towels, 
creating a sunny scene perfect 
for the summer season. 

Made from 1 00% cotton, 
these pieces add a touch 
of quirkiness and luxury to 
any home. From £9.95, 
thornbackandpeel.co.uk 




•:wii‘i ; riTaVr 




d CURRENTLY COVETING... [ 





Treat someone with a sweet 
tooth to a cute candy-style 
crochet hook. 

etsy.com/ uk/ shop/Hooklicious 




; This vintage teacup set has been 
i painted and assembled to make a 
I quirky bird feeder, en.dawanda.com 


We’ve all been there when trying to decide on a new paint 
colour for our home - struggling to hold numerous fiddly 
swatches up to the walls, put our elbows in wet tester patches 
and then having a nightmare trying to cover them up with the 
final selected shade. Colour and Paint have come up with a 
dream solution, known as the iPatch. The flexible, A4 sample 
sheets have a coat of real paint on one side and low-tack 
adhesive backing on the other, meaning they can be attached 
and re-attached to any interior wall without leaving a residue. 
The layer of real pigment means they offer a perfect colour 
match, and you keep your elbows clean! colourandpaint.com 


# 

r 
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Dining alfresco is one of the 
best things about summer, and 
this year it's better than ever 
thanks to all the lovely ranges 
of outdoor dinnerwore. We've 
seen o number of familiar 
trends reappear this season, 
from nautical to Moroccan, 
but Homesense has created 
an eclectic new range 
combining a number of styles, 
which makes a change from 
the classics. Thrown together 
are a mixture of exotic 
pouffes, floral patterns and 
monochromatic fruit, set off by 
fun plates and utensils that are 
half and half of colours and 
styles. Fron £2.99, 
homesense.com 








SAVE THE DATE. 


GMterns Graft and 
28-31 I Design Show takes place 
this summer in Stonor 
Park, Henley-on-Thames, and is 
guaranteed to be a great day out 
for all the family. Meet up to 250 
artisan craftspeople from all over 
the UK, who will bring you the best 
in unusual and inspiring makes 
and ideas. 


The Knebworth Country 
"hU lTI Show, Knebworth House, 

Knfihwnrt.h 


Weald of Kent Craft and 
Design Show, Penhurst KuH 
Place, Tonbridge 1 ^ 


Thame Food Festival, 
26 Thame, Oxfordshire 


SPOTTED 


Meaning 'an exalted state of 
happiness', homewares company 
Feliz aims to evoke this feeling through 
its handmade range of quirky and fun 
bed linen and decorative cushions. 

Organically and ethically produced 
and printed by hand in Melbourne, 
the range is illustrated with pops of f 
colour and clean simple designs that 
you can't help but fall in love with. 

From pretty watercolour stripes and 
fluro polka dots to a pillowcase that 
can say either 'siesta' or 'fiesta' 
depending on your mood, there is something to inject 
a sense of playfulness into every home, felizhome.com.au 


GIVE YOUR SEWING MACHINE 
SOME TLC AT 

BANBGRYSEWINGCENTRE.CO.aK 






READS WE RATE 



f-loMmchr 
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OVER 5000 TOOLS 


Mini Glue Gun 



Jewellers Precision 
Screwdriver Set IBpce 

63386S 




Heavy Duty 
Helping Hands 






FIBRE EAST 

British Natural Fibre & Craft 


Join us to see the world of 
natural fibres in action. 

With makers and crafters, stalls, 
workshops, competitions 
and more, Fibre East is the perfect 
day out for all the family! 

25th - 26th July 2015 

Redborne School and 
Community College 
Ampthill, Bedfordshire 

www.fibre-east.co.uk 





We carry paper; 
paint, flowers, 
stickers, 
ennbossing 
powders, 
journals and 
more! 

Get 10% off your 
order with code 
SCRAP during 
checkout. 


Shop with us today at 

www.peachesgifts.com 
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Give your garden a treat 
with our summer-themed makes 


hen it comes to refreshing your spaces it’s easy to forget your 
outdoor zones. Come summer, when those blooms in your 
window boxes, garden or local park are standing proud in 
all their colourful glory, it’s nice to spruce up the outside. So whether 
you want to treat your garden to some revamped furniture or simply lift 
your picnics with some updated dinnerware, check out our collection of 
seasonal projects and'pnjoy your time in the sun. 


F 

¥ 

5 


OUR MAKERS. 

CORINNE BRADD, 
CAROLYN LEHEN, 
AMANDA WALKER 
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PATCHWORK 
TYRE SEYT 

YOU'LL NEED: 

Patterned fabric, 25 1 5cm squares 

from artgalleryfabrics.com 

Rust-Oleum universal all surface paint 

Rust-Oleum primer 

Two old car tyres 

Six bolts, 0.8cm x 7cm 

Six nuts, 0.8cm 

Drill and 0.8cm metal bit 

60cm square of thick plywood 

Jigsaw and blade 

60cm square quilt wadding 

60cm square foam pad 

Strong adhesive 

Staple gun 

I Clean tyres thoroughly. Once 
-Lcompletely dry, use o metal drill bit 


to moke three holes in the flat side of 
one tyre, 5cm from the edge and at 
equal distances around the 
circumference. Place this tyre, hole 
side down, centrally on top of the 
second tyre and mark through the 
holes with o chalk pencil. 

Remove the top tyre and drill 
holes in the second tyre at the 
chalk marks. Place the first tyre bock 
on top and join the two with nuts and 
bolts. Place the tyre stock onto 
newspaper outside and spray with 
two coots of light coloured primer. 
Leave to dry. 

Find the centre of the plywood 
and pin o length of string here. 
Moke o mark along the string at 29cm 
and use this to moke pencil marks in o 
circle around the centre. Cut along the 
marks with o jigsaw and sand away 
any rough edges to moke o 58cm 
wide disc of plywood. 


Drill three holes in the plywood, 
2cm from the edge and at equal 
distances around the circumference. 
Place the disc centrally on top of the 
primed tyres and mark through the 
holes with chalk. Remove the disc and 
drill holes at the marks in the top of the 
stock. Put o little strong adhesive in the 
holes in the plywood and thread bolts 
through, leaving the glue to dry and 
hold the bolts in place. 

Place the stock onto newspaper 
and coot with All Surface paint, 
working it into the tread. Allow the first 
coot to dry before re-cooting to give 
on even colour. Leave to dry then 
spray with o clear sealant if the stool 
is to be used in o high traffic area. 

Take 25 1 5cm square pieces of 
patterned fabric and sew 
together in o five by five grid with o 
5mm seam allowance. Press and 
layer the panel onto quilt wadding. 


Pin in place and top stitch the layers 
together along the seam lines to moke 
o quilted panel. 

7 Cut the foam pod into o circle, 
using the plywood os o guide. 
Place the quilted panel face down on 
o flat surface. Put the foam circle in 
the centre and the plywood disc on 
top of this with the bolts pointing up. 
Pull the fabric up around the plywood 
and staple to secure. Work from 
side to side to keep the fabric panel in 
the centre. 

Trim away excess fabric from the 
panel and gather around the 
curve to prevent huge folds in one 
area. Turn the padded seat right way 
up and thread the protruding bolts 
through the holes in the top of the tyre 
stock, secure with the remaining nuts. 








The 0reat outdoors 


FURNITURE CARE 

CARRY OUT ANY MAINTENANCE AND 
STORING OF FURNITURE AT THE END OF 
SUMMER SEASON IN DRY WEATHER. CLEAN 
PLASTIC WITH SOAP AND WATER AND 
STORE INSIDE AS IT CAN BECOME BRITTLE IF 
LEFT OUT OVER WINTER OR EXPOSED TO 
STRONG SUNSHINE. 


LET'S PLAY 

MAKE THE OUTDOORS A PLAYGROUND AND 
UNLEASH YOUR INNER CHILD. GARDEN 
GAMES ARE A GREAT WAY TO GET PEOPLE 
LAUGHING AND RELAXED. CHECK OUT 
OUR TOP THREE PLAY KITS ON PAGE 23 
THAT SHOULD BE A HIT WITH GROWN-UPS 
AND KIDS ALIKE. 


PICNIC FOR CHARITY 

ENJOY AN ALFRESCO DINNER AND RAISE 
MONEY FOR A GOOD CAUSE AT THE SAME 
TIME. HOST A PERFECT PICNIC FOR LEUKAEMIA 
CARE AND HELP THE CHARITY SUPPORT PEOPLE 
AFFECTED BY BLOOD CANCER. VISIT 
LEUKAEMIACARE.ORG.UK/PERFEQPICNIC 
FOR MORE DETAILS. 
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. ^ says; Our back 

1^ garden in Falmouth was 

MB always wet, so we 

jfif JV fence white 

^ ^ JSy strung up 

nautical lights on thick ropes 
and made a border of palms and potted 
plants. It felt like a real seaside retreat! 


GET THIS V 
BUTTERFLY POT 
HOLDER FROM 

tillyairers.co.uk 
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IF YOU HAVEN'T 


GOT A GARDEN, 
k HANG A GARLAND 
H EROM A BALCONY 
OR WINDOW 
INSTEAD! 



-^WINT j 

DW / 


CONDIMENT 

COVERS 

YOU'LL NEED: 

Fat quarter floral fabrics from 
artgalleryfabrics.com 
Iron-on-interfacing 
Purple chevron ribbon 
Note: 0.5cm seam allowance 


OIL COVER 


1 


Back a 1 0cm x 24cm panel of 
cream print fabric with interfacing. 

2 Trim a purple flower from the 
floral fabric and cut it in half 
horizontally. Interface and pin in the 
middle of the cream fabric so that its 
raw edge is at the bottom. Stitch 
around the flower in purple thread 
to secure. 

3 Cut two 2.5cm x 24cm strips 
of the purple printed fabric. Pin 
each one right sides together across 
the top and bottom of the cream 
stitch across. Press the seam open 
on the reverse. 

4 Pin a 1 0cm x 24cm piece of 
cream fabric to the front panel 
right sides together. Cut two 25cm 
lengths of narrow purple chevron 
ribbon and insert one inside each end 
of the cover half way down so 0.5cm 
sticks out and the rest is tucked inside. 
Stitch around the cover but leave o 
gap at the bottom for turning. Clip 
excess fabric from the corners, turn 
right side out, iron flat and hand stitch 
the gap to close. 


5 


Write 'oil' by hand or machine 
stitching using purple thread. 



VINEGAR COVER 


1 


Bock o 1 8cm x 27cm section of 
cream fabric with interfacing. 


2 Cut out o whole purple flower 
and two flower centres cut into 
circles and interface. Pin the whole 
flower in the middle of the cream and 
the circular flowers at the top left and 
bottom right. Stitch in place using 
purple thread. Iron on the reverse. 

3 Join o 2.5cm x 27cm panel of 
dork purple fabric across the top 
and bottom of the cream fabric. Iron 
seam open. 

4 Trim cream fabric to the some size 
os the front and repeat step 4 of 
oil cover but with o 20cm length of 
ribbon. Write or machine embroider 
'vinegar'. Press on the reverse. 


SUNNY RYRTY 
BUNTING 

YOU'LL NEED: 

Co-ordinating fabrics from 

artgalleryfabrics.com 

Plain cotton fabric, orange, mint 

Calico 

Mini ricrac trim, peach, yellow 
Orange bias binding 
V^hite tissue paper 
Note: 0.5cm seam allowance 

1 Using template A, cut out six flogs, 
two from each patterned fabric. Cut 


o bock for each one from cream 
calico and pin right sides together, 
stitch a seam around the curved edge, 
leave the top straight edge open. Clip 
the curve close to the stitches or use 
pinking shears, turn right side out and 
iron flat. Set aside. 

Using template B, cut out four 
flogs from orange fabric and 
three from mint fabric. Bock each flog 
with its corresponding colour using the 
some technique os step 1 . 

Stitch o length of mini ricrac, trim 
around the curve of the plain 
coloured flogs. Iron on the reverse. 


Trace the words from the 
templates onto separate pieces 
of tissue paper and pin each one to 
o plain flog. Hand or machine stitch 
over the pen then tear the paper 
away. Iron on the reverse. 

Take your chosen length of 
orange bios binding, tuck in the 
row end and fold the tope over into 
the binding shape. Stitch close to the 
edge leaving approx. 15cm at each 
end with no flog, tuck the straight row 
edge of each flog, one at o time into 
the folded bios alternating between 
pattern and plain flog os shown. 









• Free motion embroidery gives us 
the ability to draw with our sewing 
machine. It's o fantastic technique 
for embellishing projects and 
highlighting certain elements. Your 
sewing machine model should stock 
o foot specifically for this. 

• If you're looking to upgrade your 
sewing machine take o look at the 
Jonome MC8900QCP. At £1 ,999 
it is very much on investment but 

it's capable of 1 ,000 stitches per 
minute and o touch-screen or jog-diol 
that allows you to select from 975 
stitch options, including alphabets 
and numbers, three monogram fonts 
and 1 1 buttonhole styles. It also has 
o built-in memory to store oil your 
tried and tested stitch combinations. 


r 
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SE^T R^S 

YOU'LL NEED: 

(For 36cm square seat pads) 

Three fat quarter floral fabrics from 

artgalleryfabrics.com 

Plain cotton fabric 

36cm foam seat pads 

Lightweight quilt wadding 

Buttons 

I From each of the three patterned 
_L fabrics cut four Zcm x 1 9cnn strips. 
Stitch the strips together in trios along 
the long edges with o 5mnn seam 
allowance and press. 

Sew the striped squares together 
into a larger panel so the stripes 
radiate out like a pinwheel. Press and 
lay onto quilt wadding. Pin the layers 
together and trim the wadding to the 
edges of the panel. 

Top stitch along the seam lines 
with a coordinating colour 


thread to quilt the panel. Cut a 37cm 
square of plain cotton fabric. Pin to the 
quilted panel, right sides together and 
sew around the outside with a 5mm 
seam allowance, leaving o 10cm gap 
in the centre of one edge. 

Turn the seat cover right sides out 
and press. Roll up the foam pads 
and push through the gap, allowing it 
to unroll once inside. Fold in the raw 
edge of the gap and slip stitch closed. 

Cut two 4cm X 30cm strips of 
fabric, for each cushion. Fold in 
1 cm on oil the edges of each strip 
before folding in half lengthways, 
enclosing the row edges. Pin and top 
stitch. 

Fold the strips in half and pin to 
the edge of the seat pad in line 
with the choir bock struts that the 
cushion is for. Stitch in place, adding 
o coloured button over the fold. Tie the 
pod to the chair with the loose ends of 
the strip. 









WOODEN 

MATS 

YOU'LL NEED: 

Strand board 

Heavy duty spray adhesive 
Rust-Oleum painters touch, blue 
Emulsion paint, pink, natural 
Cream coloured felt 
Masking tape 
Paint brush 
Scissors 

1 Spray point one side of four 25cm 
X 35cm strand board panels. 
Ensure that the point covers evenly 
and leave to dry. 


Mask o 8cm x 1 6cm strip on one 
side of the painted rectangle in 
the centre of one of the shorter sides. 
Brush natural coloured point inside the 
masked area. Lift the masking tope os 
soon os you hove finished painting. 

When the point is dry mask off o 
smaller strip in the centre of the 
natural strip. Position the edge of the 
masking tope on the edge of the 
natural strip. Point this inner strip, and 
the edges, of each mot with pink. 

Cut out four rectangles of 
cream coloured felt to the 
same dimensions os the mots and 
then stick to the base with the heavy 
duty spray adhesive. 
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BUY: BE CAREFREE AND HAVE ENDLESS 
FUN WITH THIS CAREFULLY CRAFTED 
WOOD AND ROPE MONKEY SWINO, 
£135, OARELOVES.CO.UK. 

DIY: AAAKE SURE YOUR PREPARE THE 
GROUND UNDERNEATH YOUR SWING 
WITH SOFT RUBBER AND CHIRPINGS 
TO ENSURE A SAFE ENDING. 


BUY: GO BOWLING OUTSIDE 
WITH A SET OF PREHY SKimES, 
£40, LAURAASHLEY.COM. 

DIY: MAKE A DIY SWING BALL BY 
FIXING STURDY ROPE TO A FOAM 
BALL, WING TO A TREE OR POLE 
AND USING ARGE RACKETS TO 
BAT IT BACK TO EACH OTHER. 


BUY: GET THE KIDS WORN OUT 
WITH A RETRO FAVOURITE. SACK 
RACE KIT, £20, 

DIY: FOR MORE FUN WHY NOT 
WHIP UP A PINATA? SEE HOW TO 
MAKE MINI ONES AT 

HOMEMAKERMAGAZINE.CO.UK/ 

PROJEaS/MINI-PINATA 


fimeMthr 
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8TURD 
CANCEL 
STICKS 


YOU'LL NEED: j 
Two bannister spindles 
Pine strip wood [ 

Decorative moulding (the same 
width as the strip wood) 

5cm discs of 0.5cm deep wood 
Strong adhesive 

Rust-Oleum chalky finish paint, blue 
Crown paint, orange 
Saw, electric drill with 20mm drill bit 
Mitre block 

Screws and screw driver 
Ruler, right angle and pencil 

I Cut your bansiter spindle 
_L to size. Drill out the area 
that the candle will be 
placed with a 20nnnn drill 
bit approximately 2.5cm 
deep. Once the holes have 
been drilled this top part of 
the candle stick is cut off. 


Cut 5cm discs from 0.5cm vi/ood 
and drill a hole in the centre. Make 
a hole in the centre base of the 
candle holder part and reconnect 
the candle holder to the candle 
stick inserting the wooden disc in 
between with a screw. 

2 To moke a plinth for the candle 
stick cut 0 square from the pine 
strip wood and then four pieces of 
decorative moulding to fit around the 
edges of the square. Trim the corners 
of each piece with a mitre block so 
that each corners fit snuggly. Stick the 
moulding to the edges of the square 
with strong adhesive and leave to 
dry. Drill a hole in the centre of the 
plinth and then use a screw to 
connect the candle to the base plinth. 

3 Sand away any rough edges 
and then wipe away any dust. 
Point the outside of the candle stick 
with the blue point. When the point is 
dry, with o fine point brush point two 
orange rings around the turned area. 


VISIT HOMEAAAKERAAAGAZINE.CO.uk for this cute KIDS' PROJECT 
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The PlainStitch Workroom, First Floor, 8 High Street, 
Wendover, Bucks, HP22 6EA. 

Visit our sunny workroom and shop. 

Modern Quilting Classes. Dressmaking. Embroidery. 
Cotton+SteeT, Art Gallery, Doshwood, Denyse 
Schmidt, Heather Ross, Anno Mario Horner, 

Lori Holt, Aurifil, Olfo etc. 

Visit us at www.plainstitch.co.uk 


CLOTHSrC NDY 

lovefabrtc 

An online fabric store full of contemporary 
patterns and exciting colours to feed your 
imagination! 



1 0% off with code HOMEMAKERl 0 


www.clothandcandy.co.uk 





We ore two sisters who love to quilt and hunt for vintage 
treasures. Our intention is to shore our passion for Fresh, Funky, 
Modern quilting and provide everything you could possibly desire 
to complete your projects. 

As well os our fabrics we also stock Auriful, Sizzix and all your 
hoberdoshery notions. 



www.pinitandstitch.co.uk 

1^^ www.facebook.com/ pages/Pin-lt-and-Stitch 
http://instagram.com/ pinitandstitch 
http:/ / pinitandstitch.blogspot.co.uk 
www.flickr.com/ photos/ pinitandstitch/ 



Fabric 


10% Discount Code: 
FABH0ME33 
Valid Until 
September 30th S015 


Fabulous Modern Quilting Fabrics Robert Kaufman Kona Cotton Moda 
Momo Blend Fabrics Lucie Summers Lotta Jansdotter Riley Blake 
Aneela Hoey Ann Kelle Lori Holt Art Gallery Fabrics 


www.thefabricloft.co.uk 


purple stitches 

Inside Pride & Joy 
The Old Bakery, Aldermaston Road 
Sherborne St John 
RG24 9LA 







TiT 


“nx 


We stock: modern & quirky quilting cottons • natural waddings 

• dressmaking and soft furnishing fabrics 
• beautiful ribbons, trims and buttons • dressmaking patterns 
from independent designers Auriful threads haberdashery 
and much much more ~ visit us online at: 

www.purple-stitches.com email: hello@purple-stitches.com 



PATCHWORK A QUILTTN6 



Tikki -ycurone step for Patchvvork and Quilting supplies! 
SapdycombB iRoad. Kew Gartiens. West London TW9 3LU 
Phone D20a 9438462 


http://www.tikkilondon.com 




Swanstitch 

- knitting • needlework • haberdashery • craft 

j 


As well os Art Gallery we hove Tilda, Tim 
Holtz Eclectic Elements, Sew Easy quilting 
rulers accessories and cutting mots, Gutermonn 
threads, Glfo cutters, Hemline haberdashery. 

swanstitch55@sky.com 01 304 36691 5 
www.swanstitchshop.co.uk 





Proud stockists of 
Art Gallery Fabrics, 
Lewis & Irene, 
and many more. 

H'. 1, .- .nlifi,- y-bj , 

www.5Ugarbowfoafts.com 


'O 


o 


o 


oo 






Oh Wowl 

Receive a complementary bottle of 
High Strength Natural Flavouring when you 
buy at least three products from our website. 

www.foodieflavours.com 

Ses website for details, comptementafy ftavour may change, 
olf er valid while stocks lost and may be removed at any time. 


ETillyAirers’ 



Let Tilly Fish be your towel rail and 
brighten up your Bathroom 

www.tiUyairers.co.uk 

01525 270266 B 



Great value superb quality 






Everybody's knitting!” 

Focus on Summer, here are some of the ideal yarns, we offer stock service 
at sensible prices: 

DK Panama 50 cot/50 ac; 15 colours 
DK soft cotton 4pl Soft cotton 16 colours NEW! 

EOMA' Cannele 4 ply mercerised corded cotton; 51 colours 
Panama 4 ply 50 cot/50 ac; 30 colours 
Perle 4 ply soft mercerised cotton NEW! 18 colours 
4 ply soft cotton 15 colours NEW! 


just a mtaU part of 
our huge com mid ball range. 


Be . 

reative 

mth VTlOALVN \ arns 


e 


Call or email for these FREEl cards showing the actual yarn not photocopies. 
Please let us know if you are a hand, or machine knitter, or crochet-er...thankyou. 

yeoman-yarns.co.uk 


YEOMAN YARNS Ltd; Kibworfh, Lcica LE8 ORX Tel: 0116 240 4464 

Et saleiiCa vcfiinaiiyarnH.cm.Lik Wi uivw.vi^ifiisin-^vamH.cfi.ijk 


We only make and source yarn 
ethically and within UK Europe. 
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HOMEMAKER HERO 





ondon s dreen snaces 



Wayne Hemingway argues the case for naming 
our capital a National Park 



A s big buildings fly up, 
and populations grow, 

I have been become 
increasingly intrigued about the 
campaign for London to become 
a National Park. The website 
greaterlondonnationalpark.org.uk 
paints a vivid picture of what it 
would be like if the capital was 
to be crowned with the title. The 
hypothetical description is pretty 
persuasive and states, “Recognised 
as one of the world’s most 
important urban habitats, green, 
blue and open spaces occupy over 
60% of London. More than 1,300 
‘Sites of Importance for Nature 
Conservation’ cover 19% of the 
National Park. London-wide, 
the capital is home to more than 
1,500 species of flowering plants 
and 300 species of bird.” When 
laid out like this it does seem crazy 
that the city is not already named 
as part of the UK’s portfolio of 
National Parks. 

When we are in our offices 
and homes it’s easy to forget the 
value of London’s non-built 
environment, and for that matter 
the landscape of most cities in the 
UK. Being a runner, a cyclist, and 
owning an exercise-loving dog, 

“WHEN WE ARE 
IN OUR OEEICES 
AND HOMES IT'S 
EASY TO EORGEl 
THE VALUE 
OE LONDON'S 
NON BUILT 
ENVIRONMENl'.' 


I have become intimate with 
many of London’s green spaces 
and wonderful canal towpaths. 
From my office the dog can be 
swimming in the almost-always- 
deserted Welsh Harp Reservoir 
in seconds, before we run across 
the relatively unknown Fryent 
Country Park, then into Barn Hill 
Open Space where you are in a 


wooded wilderness until you 
emerge from the overgrowth and 
a giant Wembley Stadium smacks 
you in the face. Many Londoners 
know how easy it is to get a little 
disorientated on Hampstead 
Heath and plenty of us have been 
within metres of deer in Golders 
Hill Park or Richmond Park. 

I remember once, during 


marathon training, running from 
central London along the Grand 
Union canal heading out of the 
city and getting picked up by 
Mrs H a couple of hours later 
close to Heathrow, then getting 
changed in the car before 
checking in for a flight. Most 
people would probably be 
surprised that there was any green 
space between the sprawl of 
central London and that monster 
of an airport at all! Let alone that 
you could run almost all the way 
surrounded by some green space. 

There are a number of reasons 
why a Greater London National 
Park would be of great benefit: 

1. Increasingly, people choose to 
live in urban centres. In the UK 
80% of the population live on 

7% of the land. Maybe surprisingly, 
living densely like this actually 
protects farm land and rural spaces. 
To give London ‘National Park’ 
status would ease pressure on land 
outside the city limits. 

2. The prestigious title would be 
another marketing tool to keep 
London high in the hierarchy of 
great world cities and would 
reinforce the city’s reputation for 
creative ‘out of the box’ thinking. 

3. It could encourage investment 
in new and existing green spaces 
and this would contribute to 
reducing pollution, preventing 
flooding and promoting wildlife, 
thus impacting positively on the 
happiness, health and social well- 
being of London’s inhabitants. 

It seems to be one of those ideas 
that, at first, raises eyebrows but 
when you think about it deeply 
simply makes sense. And if 
London were to start the trend, 
maybe more of our great cities 
would follow. 


l4o¥i(ed^nksr 2 7 
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( "^ arol Smillie is the newest 
face of British Heart 
Foundation and loves 
upcycling furniture 
from the charity shop! Read 
on to discover what she’s been 
transforming this month. 

“Often way down the to-do list 
after the bedroom and living room, I 
feel that the bathroom is a place that 
tends to get neglected when it comes 
to spmcing up our homes. But it 
shouldn’t be - as the place where we 
go first in the morning and last thing 
at night, surely we want it to be a 
pleasant one. Which is why I decided 
to finally revamp the worn out little 
cabinet that I picked up in the charity 
shop a while ago and pop it in my 
bathroom as a shiny new feature. 

After sanding, I opted to paint the 
cabinet in a lovely pale blue. This is 
obviously quite traditional when it 
comes to bathroom colour schemes, so 
I added a couple of fun, quirky finishes 
to make it a bit different. I had some 
scraps of pretty cherry blossom 
patterned wallpaper left over from a 
previous renovation, which I used to 
line the insides, then substituted the 
cupboard handles for little red plastic 
toothbrushes instead, a touch that all 
my guests tell me they adore! 

Continuing the coastal colour 
palette of white and blue, I invested 
in a few pretty candles and soaps, then 
gave the edge of my towels a colourful 
trim. It’s amazing the difference a few 
carefully thought out touches can 
make to a small, basic room. Despite 
being quite small, this is a cabinet 
worthy of Narnia status, as it now 
happily holds a multitude of lotions, 
bottles and other bits that were 
cluttering up the room, leaving a clear 
and calm space - for now at least!” 


f /| 1 Cut a piece of wallpaper to the same 
I I /dimensions as the inside back of the cabinet 
and stick in place with spray adhesive. Pieces of 
the wallpaper are also stuck to the inside of the 
two doors. 

frlTo make the toothbrush handles, drill two small 
I Jj holes in the handle of each brush the same 
distance apart as the holes in the doors where the 
original handles went. You will need to put spacers 
behind the brushes to hold them away from the door 
to create space for your hand. You could use small 
plastic tubes or small pieces of dowel rod with a 
hole drilled through the centre. 
fylThreod the bolt through the front of the brush, 
ID/through the spacer and then through the hole in 
the door. From behind, put a washer on and then 
screw up the bolt. Repeat on the other three holes. 


Homemaker regular Carol Smillie shares her top 
tips for upcycling second-hand treasures 


YOU'LL NEED: 

Old pine bathroom cabinet 
Glasspaper, medium and fine 
Paint brushes and rollers 
Masking tape 

Paint, Gentle Sky from Little Greene, littlegreene.com 

Two new brightly coloured toothbrushes 

Plastic tubes 

Nuts and bolts 

Scrap of wallpaper 

Spray adhesive 

Ruler, pencil and craft knife 

h 1 Remove the doors from the cabinet before the 
11/ handles. Thoroughly wash and clean all ports 
with worm soapy water and leave to dry. 
f nl Lightly sand the cabinet first with the medium 
Ib/ond then the fine glasspaper and mask around 
the mirrors to create o clean edge. 
fglPaint all the ports of the cabinet using a brush 
Ij/on the edges and a small roller on all the flat 
parts. Leave to dry and then apply a second coat. 
Remove the masking tape. 


BHF Furniture & Electrical shops are ideal for 
anyone looking for unique items on a 
budget. The stores are always looking for 
donations of unwanted household goods 
- anything from chairs, beds, wardrobes, 
TVs and small electricals. Find out more at 
bhf.org.uk or call 0800 915 3000 
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HOME MAKING 



TRY PIECES OF DRIFTWOOD 
iS HANDIES INSTE® FOi 
A NAUTfCl THEME 
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Turn fat quarters into a gorgeous patchwork quilt 


’ f you have already tackled a 
patchwork quilt consisting 
of traditional squares, why 
not try your hand at this 
geometric design? Replicating 
. the patterns of a string of 
summer bunting, this quirky design 
is simpler to make than it might 
first appear. Recreate this for 
yourself in the pink, blue and 
purple hues of Anna Maria 
Homor’s stunning FreeSpirit 
designs. Made with love, this 
patchwork quilt will become a 
future family heirloom whether 
sewn for yourself or as a special 
gift. The finished item looks rather 
expensive but it doesn’t have to 
be a costly project; patchwork is 
perfect for using up the collection 
of fat quarters you’ve built up 
over the years. 


YOU'LL NEED: 

Nine fat quarters of cotton fabric, 
we used FreeSpirit True Colours by 
Anno Mario Horner from 
makeitcoats.com 
Quilt wadding, 150cm 
Plain backing fabric, 150cm 

DIMENSIONS: 110 x117cm 


QUILT 

hi Press all your fabric to remove the 
liJ packing creases. Cut a 1 6cm 
wide strip from each of the FQs and 
|cut triangles from these strips using our 
downloadable template as a guide. 
Keep the half triangles' from the ends 
of each strip, these will be used to 
I keep the edges of the quilt square. 

I ol Arrange 1 5 triangles in a line 
IlJ arranging the different fabric 
designs in a repeating pattern. Rotate 
every alternate piece 1 80 degrees to 
make a straight strip, and add a half 
piece to each end. Lay out more strips, 
offsetting the prints by a few triangles 
each time so that no two pieces of the 
same pattern touch and the 'upward' 
points in one strip line up with the 
'downward' points in the next. 



f n 1 Stitch the triangles of each strip 
I J i right sides together with a 5mm 
seam allowance. Allow the fabrics on 
either side of a point to overlap slightly 
to make a 5mm seam allowance that is 
hidden when the strips are stitched 
together. Once all the triangles are 
sewn into strips, pin these right sides 
together, matching up the points of the 
triangles. Stitch the two strips together 
with a 5mm seam allowance. 

I / 1 1 Cut more fabric as needed, 

1 I J stitch into strips and join together 


until the quilt is the desired size. 

Press the quilt top with a steam iron 
to set the seams. Trim the edges of the 
quilt top straight. 

f r 1 Lay the backing fabric on a flat 
1 JJ surface, place the wadding on top 
and arrange the quilt top centrally over 
this, ensuring there is at least 5cm 
excess backing and wadding on 
all sides. Pin the layers together at 
regular intervals. 

f y 1 Quilt the layers with a machine, 

10 J stitching along the lines of the 


pattern to create a series of padded 
triangles. Start from the centre of the quilt 
and work your way out on either side in 
all directions. 

H] Trim the quilt wadding to the same 
I / J size as the patchwork panel. Fold 
in the backing fabric and pin over the 
edges of the quilt to make a 1 .5cm wide 
edging with the raw edges tucked under, 
and mitre the corners neatly. Top stitch the 
edging in place, 1 mm from the inner 
fold to finish. 
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Corinne says, “I was 
excited to discover the 
True Colours fabrics 
from FreeSpirit at 
makeitcoats. com. 

This collection of fabrics 
provides contemporary designs by 
some of today's best-known designers, 
as well as exciting new artists. Each 
fabric design can stand alone, or be 
effortlessly combined with others 
from the collection. " 


COATS.COM 







STITCH TO YOUR HEART'S CONTENT WITH OUR SUMMER FABRIC SELECTION 



SU^\MER FUN 

In quirky designs and 
shades of summer the long- 
awaited Gardenvale 
collection is just the touch 
for bags of fun this summer. 
Find the entire collection at 
Sew FHot. 




All £1 2 per metre 
sewhot.co.uk 






All £1 2 per metre 
thehomemakery.co.uk 


FEELING FANCY? 

Summer is for feeling fun, 
footloose and fancy free. 
And this sentiment is easy 
with the cheerful Fancy 
Free range by 
Riley Blake. 

^ > 
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SEASIDE SUN 

Celebrate your inner 
playfulness with the fun 
children s collection, Ahoy 
Matey! by Whistler Studios. 
Just the enchanting touch for 
your summer makes! 



All £1 5.50 per metre 
sewcraftyonline.com 



All £1 2 per metre 
billowfabrics.co.uk 


SUMMER SCENES 

Summers weather, wildlife 
sightings and evening skies 
dotted with fireflies are 
captured in Art Gallery 
Fabrics' FHello Bear 
collection and Grganic First 
Light from Cloud 9. 


Billow Fabrics 
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Siininier days^ 


Our interiors columnist, author and stylist 
Ellie Tennant, reveals what inspires her about summertime 
and shares her top seasonal picks from the shops. . . 


I f the sun is shining, 
one of my favourite 
ways to while away a 
summer’s day is with 
a picnic - in a pretty 
meadow, on the beach, or 
just in the park. I am a big 
fan of gathering a load of 
squishy cushions for an 
outdoor feat and I also love 
Tweedmill’s recycled wool blankets, which are 
made in Wales using leftover yarn that’s woven 
into random but rather lovely pure wool rugs. 
No two are the same and they’re perfect for 


picnics - just the right size, in durable wool, 
but not too precious to be thrown down on 
grass or sand. I’ve seen these blankets for sale 
all over the place this summer, at various 
prices, but the National Trust Shop has them 
for just £15 each. 

You don’t need much for the perfect picnic - 
kit'wise, take your blanket, a knife, some cups 
and a bottle-opener. Refreshments? Keep it 
simple for leisurely snacking throughout the 
afternoon and no need for plates or cutlery. I 
take wine, a baguette, cheese and a jar of 
honey. Yes, honey. Not the bland type sold in 
the supermarket in a plastic tube - the real 


stuff - raw, golden, unpasteurised, filled with 
goodness. My father is a bee-keeper, so I’ve 
been lucky enough to enjoy a limitless supply 
of this sweet treat all my life and now consider 
any feast incomplete without it. I drizzle it on 
cheese, add it to salad dressings and smear it on 
apple and ginger cakes. 

I confess. I’m a bit of a geek when it comes 
to the sacred geometry of the honeycomb - the 
patterns and processes have fascinated me ever 
since I was a child. It’s amazing to think that 
the perfect, tessellating hexagons are a product 
of orderly teamwork in a hive that can contain 
up to 35,000 individuals, who fly 55,000 miles 
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in total together (the same as one and a half times 
around the world) to produce just one pound of 
honey. It’s un-bee'-lievably inspiring. 

No wonder, then, that homeware collections are 
all a-buzz this season with bee^themed designs. There 
are playful honeycomb clocks and vases at ASDA, 
cute bee cushions at Tesco Direct and chic hexagon 
wall mirrors with a golden finish at Oliver Bonas. 

Elsewhere, the new range of geometric hexagonal 
travertine tiles at Topps Tiles caught my eye. They 
look beautiful used on kitchen walls as a quirky, 
uneven splash-back feature. 


Wilkinson’s sweet honey pot caught my eye, it’s 
shaped like a traditional honey pot and is covered 
with adorable little bees. When I got married a 
few summers ago, we gave our guests little jars of 
honey as favours, with wooden dippers, which you 
can find for 99p each at Woodworks Craft Supplies. 

I made jar label stickers on printing website Moo 
(moo.com) and used a vintage bee motif from a 
magical free (non-commercial). Why not draw 
one yourself or download a little bee illustration from 
the Homemaker website? 

If your garden isn’t already buzzing with bees, 
encourage them with bee -friendly flowering shrubs 
(they love lilac, vibernum and wisteria), or install a 
small ‘hotel’ box, which provides shelter for solitary 
bees. Remember: they pollinate our food crops for us, 
so we need bees to be happy. Here are three of the 
best bee houses: 


SAAALL HEXAGON 
MIRROR ON 
CHAIN, £25, 
OLIVERBONAS.COM 
(AVAILABLE IN 
a SEPTEMBER) 


HONEYCOMB CLOCK, £12, GEORGE HOME 
AT ASDA.CO.uk 


ELLIE TENNANT'S 
HOMEAAADE HONEY 
WEDDING EAVOURS 


BEE HOUSE IN GREEN, £12.99, ANJOHOME.CO.UK; 

THREE STOREY BEE AND INSECT HOTEL, £39.95, CLARELOVES.CO.UK; 
WOODEN BEE HOUSE, £16.95, WHITESTUEE.COM 


HEXAGON RUSTIC TRAVERTINE TILES, £3.99 EACH 
(£65.22 PER SQ M), TOPPSTILES.COM 
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f IRENE STRANGE 


AMIGURUMI BUMBLEBEES 

These cute crochet bumblebees are 
sure to be on instant hit. Mix and 
match the wings and flowers so 
yours ore unique. They look great 
on 0 mobile or os o toys. 

YOU'LL NEED: 

3.5mm hook 

DK crochet cotton in block, yellow 
and white, from yeoman-yarns.co.uk 


3.5mm hook, start with yellow 

O Rnd 1 : moke a ring for 6 stitches 
(6 total) 

O Rnd 2: work 2 dc in each stitch 
(12 total) 

0 Rnd 3: 6 times *2dc in first st, 

1 dc in next st* (18 total) 

0 Rnd 4: 6 times *2dc in first st, 

1 dc in next 2 st* (24 total) 


0 Rnd 5: 6 times *2dc in first st, 

1 dc in next 3 st* (30 total) 

0 Rnd 6: 6 times *2dc in first st, 

1 dc in next 4 st* (36 total) 

O Rnd 7: 1 dc in eo st (36 total) 

O Rnd 8: 1 dc in eo st (36 total) 

O Rnd 9: 1 dc in eo st (36 total) 

O Rnd 10: 1 dc in eo st (36 total) 

0 Rnd 1 1 : Change to block yarn, 

1 dc in eo st (36 total) Add safety 
eyes between rounds 5 and 6. 


O Rnd 12 
O Rnd 1 3 
O Rnd 14 
O Rnd 1 5 


dc in eo st (36 total) 
dc in eo st (36 total) 
dc in eo st (36 total) 
Change to yellow yarn. 


1 dc in eo st (36 total) 

O Rnd 16: 1 dc in eo st (36 total) 

O Rnd 17: 1 dc in eo st (36 total) 

0 Rnd 1 8: Change to block yarn, 

1 dc in eo st (36 total) 

O Rnd 19: 6 times *dc2tog, Idc in 
next 4 st* (30 total) 

O Rnd 20: 6 times *dc2tog, Idc in 
next 3 st* (24 total) 

O Rnd 21 : 6 times *dc2tog, 1 dc in 
next 2 st* (18 total) 
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small wings 

3.5mm hook, moke in white 

O Rnd 1 : moke a ring for 6 stitches 
(6 total) 

O Rnd 2: si st into first st. 

Fasten off, leave o toil for sewing. 

flowers 

3.5mm hook, moke in white 

0 Rnd 1 : moke a magic ring, 
working into the ring 5 times *ch2, 

1 htr, ch2, si st*, pull the ring tight 
(5 petals) 

Fasten off, leave o toil for sewing. 

To finish sew the wings to the top of 
the body, either just the large wings 
alone or large and small wings 
together for more detail. Embroider 
the mouth using the block yarn, odd 
0 bit of blusher to the cheeks and sew 
on the flower accessory for o bit of 
extra cute ness I 




large wirgs 

3.5mm hook, moke in white 


O Rnd 1 : moke a ring for 6 stitches 
(6 total) 

O Rnd 2: work 2 dc in each stitch 
(12 total) 

O Rnd 3: 6 times *2dc in first st, Idc 
in next st*, si st in next st (1 8 total) 
Fasten off, leave a tail for sewing. 


O Rnd 22: 6 times *dc2tog, 1 dc in 
next st* (12 total) Add lots of toy 
stuffing. 

'O Rnd 23: 6 times *dc2tog* (6 total) 
O Rnd 24: dc3tog, dc2tog, ch4, si st 
in 2nd chain from hook, si st in next 2 
ch and into last st in the round to make 
the stinger. (3ch-long tail) 

Fasten off and tidy away the tail. 



njoying meals 
. outside, for 
’ me, is one of 
the greatest 

J joys of warm 

and sunny summer days. 

Whether I’m throwing 
a garden party or an 
impromptu barbecue for 
friends and family, I love 
to transform the space 
and dress the table to 
make a real occasion out 
of it. Here are some of my 
ideas for making the most of your 
outdoor area; whether you have a 
spacious lawn, a compact patio or 
a bijou balcony. 

In the detail 

Several plant containers 
scattered around the dining area 
help the space feel organic and 
natural; fill them with herbs for a 
delicate scent. I like to customise 
old pots by decoupaging with 
fabric; just make sure to finish 
them off with a waterproof top 
seal for added protection. 

Pretty tissue paper pompoms 
look perfectly at home in the 
garden and can easily be made in sizes and 
colours to suit the event. Hang them from 
trees or string a bunch onto bakers twine 
and suspend above the dining area. 

Fresh flowers always provide a special 
finishing touch. I adorn the table with lots of 
mini milk bottles decorated with washi tape, 
filled with a variety of hand-picked blooms. 


Wine and dine 

Make outdoor lunches and 
barbecues relaxed affairs 
by allowing guests to help 
themselves to cutlery 
placed in recycled tin cans. 
Spray-paint these or wrap 
them in pretty paper for 
a pop of colour. Paper 
serviettes can be displayed 
in the same way, this 
also stops a pile of them 
from blowing away. Serve 
your favourite seasonal 
drinks, fruit smoothies, 
or homemade iced- teas 
in glass jars, adding pretty 
printed paper straws for 
a decorative touch. For 
larger gatherings, store 
bottled drinks in colourful 
enamel buckets filled with ice so 
your guests can help themselves. 

Light it right 

Garden lighting is imperative 
if your get-together spills into 
the evening. How you illuminate 
the scene after the sun goes 
down can dramatically enhance 
the atmosphere. Recycled glass 
jars filled with twinkling tea 
lights are a practical, inexpensive 
way to light pathways and 
garden staircases; your guests 
won’t stumble in the dark and 
a breeze shouldn’t blow them out. 
Solar powered hanging lamps are 
easy to use because no cables or plugs are 
needed and they come in a host of colours so 
you can match them to your theme. Hang 
from parasols over the table or decorate trees 
with smaller versions. Fairy lights bring a 
magical quality to the garden, wrapped 
around garden arches they create a special 
entrance for guests. 


\MA ovOv cx)^uJh/\M^ 

THE NAMESAKE AUTHOR OF 
TORE JAYNE'S STYLISH HOME SEWING 

All outdoor 
occasion 

Give your summer dining 
the Torie Jayne treatment 

Paper butterflies made with a punch are a 
quick and inexpensive decorative addition. 

Make them in your choice of colours and 
simply scatter across the table like confetti, 
or glue the bodies with the wings fanned out 
to the outside of candle-filled jars. For true 
attention to detail glue them to strips of 
ribbon wrapped around napkins. 
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Nothing dresses up your outdoor 
dining like a new tablecloth. This 
one has a broderie anglaise panel 
in the centre that acts as a runner. 
Curtain weights fill secret pockets 
behind each corner and help hold 
the tablecloth in place. 


TABLECLOTH 

YOU'LL NEED: 

Cotton fabric, one piece 40cm wider 
and longer than the dimensions of 
your table top, two pieces 1 2cm x 
12cm square 

Broderie anglaise cotton and trim 
Matching thread 
Coordinating embroidery thread 
Four curtain weights 

h 1 Cut out your fabric to size with a 
liJ 40cnn drop. Press, and lay the 
fabric on you work surface, right side 
up. Cut four pieces of the trim: two at 
the length plus 3cm, and two at the 
width plus 3cm. 

f Pin 0 length of the trim down the 
IlJ side of the tablecloth so that right 
sides ore together and row edges ore 
aligned. Stitch 1cm from the edge, 
starting 1 cm in from the top corner 
and stopping 1 cm away from the 
bottom edge. Repeat with remaining 
sides. Press the seams open then 
press the row edges under the 
tablecloth. Fold in half diagonally at 
each corner and pin the broderie trim 
together to create mitre corners. Stitch 
the edging together and trim off any 
excess. Pin and tack the 1cm hem. 
IqI F or the hidden pockets, fold your 
IjJ two squares of fabric in half to 
create triangles, and cut on the fold. 
Over-lock the row edges. Take each 
of your four triangles of fabric and fold 
the diagonal edge over by 1 cm and 
press. Using a 6mm seam allowance, 
stitch this down. Fold over remaining 



row edges 1 cm and press. Using a 
6mm seam allowance stitch in place. 
Position the hemmed triangle pieces 
on the underside of your tablecloth, 
matching up the corners, pin and tack 
in position. Edge stitch round the 
tablecloth to hold hem and corners in 


place. Remove tacking. Machine stitch 
8mm from hem to create a twin needle 
effect all around edge, 
f /I I Carefully cut round the design of 
1 I i your outwork fabric. Lay it on top 
of the tablecloth in your desired 
position, pin along centre and tack in 


place. Remove pins and zigzag stitch 
around outside edge. Remove tacking 
and press. Using embroidery thread, 
back-stitch the panel to the tablecloth 
using the design of the outwork os your 
guide. Press, place on table and then 
insert the weights into the pockets. 
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PICK OF THE MONTH 




READ THE STORIES BEHIND SOME OF JULIE PATERSON'S ICONIC FABRIC DESIGNS in this new book Clothbound: Iconic fabric 

that visually explores her life and work. Any fan of print and pattern will adore flicking through the pages and designs. Stories of a Handmade 

be left full of motivation to whiz up some bright cushions - always a fun way to freshen your interior for Process by Julie Paterson (£25, 

summer. Find more images and o review of the book on our website homemakermagazine.co.uk Murdoch books) 
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Slate Han^g Heart 
25xZ5x3crn ■ C<5«jj4S2l62 


Set of 3 Washed Roy rid Planters 
UrgiS: Oja Code. >0441 2 


Summer I 
is here. | 


Create a fresh bold look with 
this vibrant floral duvet set. 


Dense Floral Bright 
Printed Duvet Set 

in Single, Double & King 
Code: 93S393/94/S5 

From CQ QQ 


unir^bir 


Over 100 stores nationwide 


Shop online 24 hours a day at www.therange.co.uk 

Search The Range UK OO®®® 


All ItefTis subject to xvailabifity. Some items may on^ be available In larger stores. 
All prices are correct at tJme of going to press ([une 201 5). While stocks bst ESOE 
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Sew a deep-buttonGC 

cushion pac. 

Emulate a studded sofa with this simple technique 



T he second in our sewing 
skills series of cushion 
makes, this button- 
studded cushion is lovely 
as a comfy addition to a traditional 
wooden chair. A reversible design 
means that you get double the 
value for your efforts, and the 
covered buttons add the ultimate 
handmade designer touch. Why 
not make a larger version to top a 
sturdy wooden trunk or bench; 
or for a more luxurious make, 
sew one up in velvet and add 
silk-covered buttons - just the 
thing for a glam bedroom. 


YOU'LL NEED: 

Plain fabric from purple-stitches.com 

Patterned fabric from 

plushaddict.co.uk 

Matching thread 

Button -covering tool and buttons 

Cushion pad 

Concealed zip 

Long needle and strong thread 

Ruler and pencil 

Scissors and pins 

Sewing machine 

Zipper foot for sewing machine 

CUSHION 

|i 1 Cut out two squares; one in plain 
liJ fabric and one in patterned, to the 
same dimensions as the cushion pad 
with a 1 .5cm seam allowance. 

Neaten the edges by either sewing 
a zipzag stitch or using an overlocker, 
fol Pin and stitch the two pieces of 
IlJ the cushion together leaving a gap 
in the base of the cushion to insert the 
zip. Stitch the concealed zip into the 
opening using o zipper foot. With 
fabric right side facing though the 
opening (the cover should not be 
turned through at this point) place 
the opened zip face down 
fgj Position the slider approximately 
Ijj 3cms away from the end of the 
stitching, put bock into the cover and 
pin in place. You will need to uncurl 
the teeth with your fingertips os you 
stitch along the opening. 
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HEADTO PAGE 112 
AN ALTERNATIVE 
WAY TO COVER 
BUnONS 


I /| I Bock stitch, and then sew the other 
111 side of the zip in place. Carefully 
thread the zip slider through to the 
right side, turn the cover the right 
way out and press. 

BUTTONS 

fi 1 Mark the positions of the four 
liJ buttons on both sides of the 
cushion cover. Use a ruler and pencil 
to draw dots where you wont to odd 
the buttons. Indicate the positions on 
the other side by pushing a pin 
through the two layers of the cover 
at the pencil dot and marking the 
reverse side where the pin point exits, 
fnl The pod con now be placed 
IlJ inside, making sure it is pushed 
well into the corners, 
fgl Next cover the buttons; four with 
UJ plain fabric and four patterned. 

Cut out the discs of fabric using the 
template from the button packaging, 
place the disc of fabric wrong side 
up over the corresponding size hole 
on the rubber port of the tool, press 
the uncovered button into the cavity 
and fold over all the row edges 
in towards the centre. 

I /I I Place the bock of the button over 
I I J the shank and then use the plastic 
port of the tool to press on the bock 
of the button. 

frlThreod the long needle with 
I J J strong doubled-up thread and tie 
0 knot with the two ends. Pass the 
needle through the cushion from one 
side to the other following the marks 
mode earlier. Pass the needle through 
the hole in the shank of the button and 
then pass the needle bock through 
the cushion. 

fzj Pull the threads tight and fasten 
IDJ these by making a knot; then 
stitch on the other button, securing 
the threads in the some way. Place 
the plain button on the patterned side 
of the cushion and the patterned button 
on the plain side. Repeat the process 
on the three remaining positions. 

The cushion will end up pulled-in 
at intervals on both sides creating 
o deep-buttoned effect. 
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Sew a set of adorably sweet makes with your free gift 


W eVe got a real treat for you this issue 
with five gorgeous fabrics featuring 
exclusive summery designs. We know 
youVe probably got a big list of amazing 
stitchy goodies to make with your free 


stash but if you are stuck for ideas why not try 
Cheryl Owen’s pretty craft room makes? Her 
collection of quirky creations really will brighten up 
your crafting sessions. Plus we have even more 
pretty patch makes available on our website. 



t 
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YOU'LL NEED: 

1 2cm X 1 5cm of sew-in interfacing 
3cm X 6cm of iron-on interfacing 
Matching sewing thread 
Hand sewing needle 
Bodkin and cotton wool 

DIMENSIONS: 7.5cm x 11cm 
Note: 0.6cm seam allowance. Stitch 
seams with right sides facing. 

I Using the templates cut two dresses 
llJfrom lime dotted fabric and one 
dress from the interfacing. Tack one 
dress right side up on the interfacing. 
Press the iron-on interfacing to the wrong 
side of pink circles fabric and cut out o 
collar. With right sides facing up, pin 
the collar to the interfaced dress. Stitch 
close to lower edges of the collar. 
fnlCut one skirt from the pink circles 
IlJ fabric and sew-in interfacing. Tack 
the skirt right side up on the interfacing. 
Press under 5mm, then 1 cm, on the 
upper edge of the skirt. Stitch in place 
to hem the upper edge. 
fglTrim o 4.5cm square of green 
Ijj scallops fabric for the pocket. Press 
under 1 cm on one edge and stitch in 
place to hem the pocket, press under 
0.6cm on the other edges. With right 
sides facing up, pin the pocket to the 
centre of the skirt with the hem 1 .5cm 
below the hemmed edge of the skirt. 
Stitch close to the side and lower edges 
of the pocket. With right sides facing 
up, pin the skirt to the interfaced dress, 
matching the row edges. 
f/ilCuto 2.5cm X 1 5cm bios strip 
1 I Jof pink birds fabric for the loop. 

Fold lengthwise in half and stitch the 
long edge. Trim the seam allowance 
then turn through with o bodkin. Fold the 
loop in half and pin the ends to the right 
side of the interfaced dress at the centre 
of the upper edge. 

frjPin the dresses together. Stitch the 
Ijj outer edges, leaving o gap to turn 
through on the lower edge. Clip the 
corners and snip the curves. Turn right 
side out and press the outer edges. 
Slipstitch the gap closed. Slip o small 
piece of cotton wool into the bottom 
of the skirt to protect the scissor tips. 
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CRAFTY HFN 

YOU'LL NEED: 

Cotton embroidery thread 
Matching sewing thread 
Handsewing and embroidery needles 
Bodkin 

8cm X 1 2cm rectangle of thin card 
Toy stuffing 

DIMENSIONS: llcmxUcm 
Note: 0.6cm seam allowance. Stitch 
seams with right sides facing. 

|i IPrint and cut out the online 
liJ template. Trim o pair of 
heads from green scallops fabric, 
one pair of bodies and one base from 
white floral fabric, one beak to the fold 
from lime dotted fabric and three 
2.5cm X 7.5cm bios strips from pink 
circles fabric for the loops. Embroider 
the eyes on the right side of the head 
with three strands of embroidery 
thread. 

fnlStitch the heads to the bodies 
iLJolong the neck edges, matching 
the notches. Press the seams open. 

Fold the beak in half and stitch the 
unnotched edge. Clip the corner and 
turn right side out. Pin the beak to 
the right side of one hen between 
the crosses, matching the 
notches. 

fglFold the loops lengthwise 
UJ in half and stitch the long edges. 
Trim the seam allowances and turn 
right side out with o bodkin, fold in 
half. Pin the ends of one loop to the 
right side of one head at the dot, pin 
the other loops either side. Pin and 


stitch the hens together, leaving o 
6.5cm gap on the straight bock edge 
and leaving the lower edge open. Snip 
the curves. Finger press the seam open, 
f /I I Pin the base to bottom of the hen, 

1 I /matching the notches then stitch. 
Snip the curves and turn right side out. 
Draw the base on the cord, flip the 
template to draw the other half to moke 
a complete base and cut out the cord 


base. Insert the cord into the hen and 
position it on the fabric base. Fill the 
hen with wood shavings or toy filling. 
Slipstitch the gap closed with small 
stitches. 

fr ITrim two pairs of wings from pink 
IJ /circles fabric. Stitch the wings 
together in pairs, leaving a gap on 
the straight edge. Clip the corners and 
snip the curves. Turn the wings right 
side out and press them flat. Slipstitch 
the gaps closed. Pin the wings to either 
side of the hen, matching the crosses 
and broken lines. Slipstitch to the 
hen along the broken lines. 




YOU'LL NEED: 

Cotton embroidery thread 
Matching sewing thread 
Handsewing, embroidery 
and long needles 
Toy stuffing 
Four buttons 

DIMENSIONS: 1 1 me x 20cm 
Note: 0.6cm seam allowance. Stitch 
seams with right sides facing. 

I Using the template, trim one pair 
Jof bodies and o tummy from lime 
dotted fabric, two pairs of ears from 
pink circles fabric and a pair of tails 
from green fabric. Embroider the eyes 
on the right side of the bodies using 
three strands of embroidery thread. 
fnlStitch the ears together in pairs, 
IlJ leaving the short upper edges 
open. Clip the corners and snip the 
curves. Turn right side out. Press the 
ears. Pin and tack each ear to a body 
between the dots on top of the head, 
facing forward. 


I Stitch the toils together, leaving the 
/short edges open. Snip the curves 
and turn right side out. Stuff the toil. Pin 
the opening closed. Pin the toil to one 
body, matching A and B. 
f /|1 Pin the bodies together. Stitch the 
1 iJbodies C,A, B, D. Pin and stitch 
one edge of the tummy to one body C 
to D, matching the notches. Stitch the 
other edge of the tummy to the body, 
leaving o gap between the notches. 
Clip the corner and snip the curves. 
Finger press the seams open. Turn the 
dog right side out and stuff firmly. 
Slipstitch the gap closed. 

I r ITrim o 4cm diameter circle of pink 
1 j/circles fabric for the nose. Hand 
sew o gathering stitch 0.6cm inside 
the circumference. Start to pull up the 
gathers. Finger press the seam 
allowance to the inside. Put o little toy 
stuffing in the nose and pull up the 
gathers tightly. Sew the nose to the tip 


of the dog's head. 

I ^jCut four pairs of legs from pink 
10/birds fabric. Stitch the legs 
together in pairs, leaving o gap on the 
straight edge to turn through. Snip the 
curves. Finger press the seams open. 
Turn the legs right side out and stuff 
firmly. Slipstitch the gap closed. 

I'll Thread o long needle with o 
1 / /double length of sewing thread. 
Sew o button to one leg at the cross. 
With the leg facing forward, insert the 
needle through the leg, through one 
cross on the body, out through the 
cross on the other side of the body 
and through another leg, facing 
forward at the cross. Thread on o 
button and pull the thread. Insert the 
needle bock through the button, leg, 
body, leg and out through the first 
button. Repeat to secure the legs to the 
body. Attach the other pair of legs, 
facing forward in the some way. 


Ik. 




See how you con moke coasters, 
trivets and a fabric tub using your 
gifts at homemakernnagazine.co.uk 


\ 
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Luxury Yarns at 
Affordable Prices 

10% discount with the voucher 
code 'homemaker' til end July 

www.a rtesa noyarns. CO. u k 
0118 9503350 



• Textile, jewellery, paper and honne crafting supplies 

• plus some lovely gifts - aren’t we fancy! 

• WWW.STICryTIGFI,Ci.U| 




1 
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Modern, niro & 

11IS?!S2B fabrics. . 4 


..we’re constantly « 


seeking out those ™ 

PERFECT PRINTS! 

✓ i 

u) uuuu.belovedfabrics.co.uk 






fVILLAGr 

WCR. 




The Village Maker is all 
about Modern Maker/. 

Modern fabric, 
notions and projects 
for the Modern Maker. 

Dressmaking, Patchwork 
& Homemaking. 

www.thevillagemaker. co.uk 

enquiries@thevillagemaker.co.uk 


15% off using code MAKER15 at checkout (valid until End of August) 



thevillagemaker 




/VillageMaker 
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YOU'LL NEED: 

Square fabric stool 
Four metres of Makower fabrics 
from belovedfabrics.co.uk 
Wadding 

Button covering tool and buttons 
Curved upholstery needle 
Strong thread 

Ruler, pencil, scissors and pins 
Sewing machine and thread 
Staple gun 

DIMENSIONS: Approx 40cm cubed 

|i I Draw a grid of 1 6cnn squares 
lii onto the bock of one of the fabrics. 
Layer the other fabrics underneath 
and pin together. Cut out 1 3 1 6cnn 
squares. The four sides of the stool 
hove 0 different fabric on each side 
and the top is mode up using a 
combination of the four fabrics, 
hi Stitch the squares together to moke 
IlJ 0 strip. You con work horizontally 
or vertically taking three squares at a 
time and stitching them together with a 
1cm seam allowance, 
hi Press the seam allowances open 
IjJ on the three strips and stitch the 
three together, again with a 1 cm seam 
allowance, being careful to match 
the corners of the squares together. 
Press the seam allowances open 
and you hove one completed square. 
Repeat the process using another 
nine squares in different fabric, then 
stitch the nine squares together to 
moke one piece. 

hi When the four sides hove been 
I iJ completed, moke the patchwork 
top. Choose your combination of 
fabrics and stitch them together in 
your chosen design os before, 
frl Cut out five squares of wadding 
I Jj to the some dimensions os the 
patchwork squares. Lay two prepared 
squares together with the right sides 
facing. Place a piece of wadding 
under and on top of the patchwork 
squares. Pin all the layers together and 
then stitch one of the edges together 
with 0 1cm seam allowance. Attach 
another patchwork square and 
wadding to the edge of the first. 


Make a stylish ottoman with coordinating fabric 


Coming home and being able to put our feet up is one of the little luxuries that we love to 
look forward to after a long day at work, along with a nibble of dark chocolate and an episode 
of Call the Midwife, So this project is a welcome one, bringing both comfort and style to 
your living room and nailing the patchwork trend all at the same time. WeVe used a nine 
square design with four coordinating Makower fabrics, but this is a great chance for you to 
get creative with colours or use up any leftovers in your sewing stash. 


Attach the remaining two side squares 
and wadding, attaching the edges of 
the first and lost square together 
to complete the sides of the cover 
for the stool . 

fzl Attach the top square; stitch just 
IDl the patchwork square to the four 
top edges of the sides - this mokes it 
easier to match the squares together 
and then attach the wadding. Turn 
the cover to the right side. Pull the 
completed cover over the stool and 


stretch and wrap around the edge 
onto the base of the stool. Staple 
the edges onto the underside. 

I'll Cover five buttons in each 
1 / J of the four fabrics, following the 
manufacturer's instructions. Use o 
curved upholstery needle with strong 
thread to stitch into each corner of the 
centre square. The needle needs to 
catch the fabric of the original cover 
and then bock out in the some place 
pulling the thread tightly to dent the 


new cover, making sure to knot off the 
thread securely. Repeat the process 
on the three remaining sides and the 
top. Stitch 0 button over each of the 
dented corners. Mix up the buttons 
on the top and four contrasting buttons 
to each of the sides. 

|nl Cut 0 square of fabric the some 
lOJ size os the base of the stool. Press 
in 1 cm around all four edges and then 
staple to the base to cover the row 
edges of the patchwork cover. 
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HOME MAKING 



Style Secrets 


Other ways to add 
a touch of patchwork 
to your living room: 


1 Use sheets of 
1 scrapbook paper to 
create a patchwork style 
feature wall. 

2 Stitch together pretty 
fabric triangles to 
make summery bunting. 

3 Make a patchwork 
lampshade using 
hexagon pieces of fabric. 







INGRID FROM BELOVED 
FABRICS ON HER LOVE OF 
HABERDASHERY 

What first sparked your 
passion for all things fabric? 

My grandmother bought me a 
sewing machine for my 13 th 
birthday. At the time my other 
gran also worked for a lady who 
owned a clothing factory in the 
East End of London, so I was very 
lucky to have a continuous supply 
of free fabric remnants to chop up 
and experiment with. I have always 
been drawn to colour and patterns, 
not just in textiles but all types of 
mediums. After the arrival of my 
second child I rediscovered my 
love of sewing and fabric, and one 
thing led to another. . . 

What are the best things 
about sewing your own 
home accessories? 

Eor me it’s the opportunity to 
mix fabric and trims, and produce 
something that is truly unique. 

And of course, you are no longer 
limited by the choice of home 
accessories available on the 
high street. 

What advice would you give 
to a beginner stitcher? 

Mistakes can always be unpicked! 


What are your three golden rules 
when it comes to sewing cushions? 

Splash out a bit and buy something 
special for the front of the cushion, 
and balance this by using 
a less expensive fabric for the back. 

I prefer to make my cushion covers 
slightly smaller than the cushion 
inner so that I end up with a nice 
plump cushion, therefore I always 
cut my fabric to the same 
dimensions as the cushion inner. 
Einish the raw edges of your 
cushion with a zigzag stitch to 
prevent them fraying. 

Eor more visit belovedfabrics.co.uk 


l4>miiahr 
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SUBSCRIBE TO f^HUfytSlkeK SUBSCRIBE TO 


SUBSCRIBE TO f-j^AiahK SUBSCRIBE TO f4l!tueJIUtl(^ 


SUBSCRIBE TO 


fimetkoker 


GREAT REASONS TO SUBSCRIBE; 

As well as receiving every issue 
overflowing with the best hints, 
tips, advice, projects and features 
for the home and beautiful 
photography you will: 


♦ Get FREE delivery straight to 
your door before it hits the shops 






♦ SAVE £9.62 off the Cover price 

♦ Get BRAND NEW projects, tips 
and tricks in every issue 

♦ Receive FREE regular 
supplements and 
covermounted gifts! 


PAY JUST £25.50 EVERY 6 ISSUES! 


“Every issue of Homemaker is 
packed with bright ideas to 
spruce up your spaces, plus 
loads of homemade inspiration. 
We also give you a fab free gift. 
Make sure you don’t miss out 
by subscribing today” 

EL^ JOHNSTON, EDITOR 



OTHER SUBSCRIPTION OPTIONS... 


Find out what we're up to online: 

DIGITAL EDITIONS 

ARE AVAILABLE^ 

nook 


Hit? ip-i 

A|ip 




Pay today via 

PayPal 

homemaker 

magazine.co.uk 


COMING UP IN OUR NEXT ISSUE: 

• Free home sewing project book with loads 
of bonus stitch projects! 

• Update a nusery with an amazing 
collection of super cute makes. 

• Sew the most adorable owl cushion. 

• Learn how to weave with wool. 

• Make fabric-covered cork boards. 


O 0 


\ Perfect Gift Idea! 

I A gift subscription is the 
: perfect present that lasts 
I all year round 








SUBSCRIBE TO 


SUBSCRIBE TO j-imtedfakEr subscribe to subscribe to subscribe to f^c/meikaiu^ 


r 
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WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


Where's Wooly Filled 
Crochet Pin Roll includes 
seven bamboo crochet 
hooks in various sizes. 
This adorable case 
features flocks of wooly 
sheep against a spring 
green background and 
would make a lovely 
gift for crochet enthusiasts 
or beginners. 



•Size: W26cm x HI 7cm 

• Includes seven crochet pins: 

3, 3.5, 4, 4.5, 5, 6 and 9mm 

• Soft cloth case with tie fastening 

• Wheres Wooly range includes 
filled crochet pin roll, 
drawstring bag, knit frame, 
filled knit pin 




H0MEAlAKERN1AGAZINEC0.UICaiBSCRlPTI0NS 


01795 414 730 


quote: HMA33 

Lines ore open Monday- Friday Sam to Spm, Saturday 9ann -1 pm 


*Terms and conditions apply, for further details please refer online. 


SUBSCRIBE & RENEW 






Style a modem nursery with sorbet pastels and soft grey 


j 
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WANT • NEED • LOVE 


PAPERCHAINS, GIFT TAG, GGPPER LETTER, 

oliverbonas.com 

JERSEY GLGUD BLANKET, PGSTGARDS, 

HGUSE SHELF, GUSHIGN, thismodernlife.co.uk 
DIY WGRD BANNER (FRGM SET), ELEPHANT, FAN 
DEGGRATIGNS (FRGM SET), STAGKING BLGGKS 
(FRGM SET), GGNFETTI WALL STIGKERS, 
littlebabycompany.com 

GGTTGN BLANKET (GN THIS PAGE), 

FELT GARLAND, ART PRINT, olliella.com 

SUITGASES, luckandluck.co.uk 

BABYGRGW (FRGM SET), marksandspencer.com 

EMAPSHADE, hopscotchhandmadegifts.co.uk 
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Whether you want to add a splash of colour to the home or create 
items for sunny outdoor days, draw your inspiration and discover 
your creative side with the Big Shot’” Plus. 


sizzix.co.uk 


©2016 Ellison. AH rights reserved 




CREATIVE ROX- 


CREATIVEROX.COM 

OOCD®©©® 

©201 5 Creative Box. All rights reserved 


YOUR FAVOURITE CRAFT 


SIZZIX® PRODUCTS AT CREATIVE 


ROX 






YOU'LL NEED: 

Sizzix® Big ShoF''^ Plus 
Machine (660020) 
Sizzix® Thinlits^'^^ Die Set 
2PK - Graceful Butterfly 
(660427) 

Sizzix® Thinlits^''^ Die Set 
2PK - Graceful Butterfly 
#2 (660428) 

Assorted Bazzill card 
White picture frame 
( 1 4cm X 1 9 cm approx) 
Assorted adhesive gems 
Glitter spray 



Die-cut a dainty butterfly display 

or those of us that don’t have the steadiest of 
“ hands, intricate designs tend to be something of 
a struggle. But what if we told you that there was 
a way to create this pretty decorative piece without 
having to deal with any fiddly bits and pieces? 

Use a Sizzix die-cutting machine to cut out perfect 
butterfly shapes and spruce up a plain white frame. 


HEAcJ TO 
SIZZIX. c6. UK TO 

FIND THEiE PRETTY 
BUTTERFLY DIES 


I 






Die-cut a pink ornate butterfly 
and a pale green plajn 
butterfly from the same sej. 
fnl Lightly curl the wings pf the 
IlJ pink butterfly and deqorate 
down the length of the body using 
assorted adhesive pearlsJ 
fnl Add a light dusting of glitter 
UJ spray and matt the two 
butterflies together. i 
I / 1 1 Create a further two butterflies 
1 I J using the technique above in 
contrasting colours and rfiount all 
the assembled butterflies directly 
onto the glass of the whi.e frame. 


i 


l 
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DONE 

NA 

DAY 

USE A CLASSIC DESIGN 
TO REVAMP AN 
OLD BOOKCASE 



WeVe all got a tired old shelving 
unit hanging about in our homes 
serving a purpose but hardly 
rocking our world. Give this sad 
old item a new leash of life by 
covering with a stand-out print. 
We’re big fans of mid-cenutry 
modern illustration so weVe 
used iconic Charley Harper bird 
images to revamp our shelves. 
We think these designs make 
great statement peice for a 
hallway or kid’s room. We’ve 
lined the backing panel with a 
clashing print and the shelves 
with a slightly more sober design 
but you could just as easily wrap 
the whole unit using just two 
metres of one fabric. And you 
don’t have to be as bold as us - 
just imagine your shelves lined 
in Liberty print or ditzy florals 
in a bedroom or lounge. Spray 
adhesive makes light of this 
tricky-looking job, just make 
sure you have plenty of 
ventilation when using it. 


SEEHOV^TO 
MAKE THIS 
COLOURFUL BIRDIE 
PAPERWEIGHT ON 
THE HOMEMAKER 
WEBSITE 



YOU'LL NEED: 

Melamine shelving unit 
Charley Harper fabrics from 
thevillagemaker.co.uk 
Heavy duty spray adhesive 
Duct tape 

Screw driver and hammer 
Ruler and pencil 
Scissors 


FABRIC-COVERED SHELVES 

filTake apart the shelving unit 
liJ making sure that you keep all the 
screws and nails kept safe. Wash 
each element with warm soapy 
water and leave it to dry. 
fnl Cover the backing panel with a 
IlJ bright contrasting fabric. If your 
bookcase's backing has sections, cut 
the fabric to the size of each section. 
Affix the material in place with heavy 
duty spray adhesive on the front 


of the panel with the fabric folded 
neatly over the bock. If your pattern is 
directional make sure that the fabric 
designs on each section is in line 
with each other. 

hi Cover the shelves and the sides 
UJ of the unit with the other design. 
To fix, spray the shelves with adhesive 
and the smooth the fabric over, 
pulling tightly to ensure a clean 
covering. The material should be cut 
to cover the top and bottom surface 
of the shelf with an added 2cm 


allowance. Fix the fabric on the tops 
of the shelves first and then wrap the 
material around onto the underside, 
securing raw edges at the back, 
f/il When all the surfaces have been 
liJ covered, use a bradawl to pierce 
through the fabric revealling any holes 
needed to reassemble the unit, and 
re-construct the shelves, 
frl Make sure that the raw edges of 
1 Jj the fabric do not lift at the back 
by sticking duct tape along the 
bock edges to seal. 


54 








Bank Swallow Blue, Charley 
Harper, £4 per fat quarter 



Octoberama Blue, Charley 
Harper, £4 per fat quarter 



Octoberama Fall, Charley 
Harper, £4 per fat quarter 



Yoyogi Park Trees in 
gold. Skinny La Minx, 
£3.50 per fat quarter 



Yoyogi Park Peeking in 
gold. Skinny La Minx, 
£3.50 per fat quarter 


All fabrics from thevillagemaker.co.uk 


fimmshr 
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Produce precisely cut shapes time after 
time with a Silhouette CAMEO 


WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 
WAYS TO AAAKE OUR APPLIQUE, 
WALL DfcOR AND PAPERCRAFT 
PERFEQ, SO WE CAN'T WAIT TO TRY 
IWO NEW ELECTRONIC CUTTING 
AAACHINES FROM GRAPHTEC. 

Both machines put you in control of your 
mokes os the Silhouette Studio software 
allows you to create and cut your own 
designs and os well os use the fonts 
already installed on your computer. 

There ore also tens of thousands of 


precisely around on image. Its great 
for o range of home croft uses os 
Silhouette electronic cutting machines 
con cut 0 wide variety of materials 
including paper, vinyl, cordstock, 
fabric, heat transfer material and 


so much more. 


The Silhouette Portrait, £1 25, is a 
smaller, lighter version of the Silhouette 
CAMEO electric cutting tool. Just ike a 
home printer, the machine plugs into 
your PC or Mac with a simple USB 


great designs available to you through the coble. Instead of printing it uses a 

ever-growing Silhouette Online Store. small blade to cut up to eight inches 

The Silhouette CAMEO, £269.99 by ten foot panels of paper, cordstock, 

has on optical eye that reads registration vinyl and fabric. Oood eh? 

marks printed with your design and cuts For more info visit graphtecgb.co.uk 






HOMEMAKER HERO 



J ulie Dodsworth is an artisan 

British designer who works from 
her narrowboat Calamity Jane on 
the Grand Union Canal. England. She 
is known for her folky designs that 
take the heritage of the waterways 
with a beautiful romantic twist. 

July provides a window of opportunity 
for me to retouch and repaint the 
exterior free standing fixtures of 
Calamity Jane while Simon gives the 
boat’s engine a good run out. Choosing 
waterways with fewer locks means I can 
paint all day, hopefully in good weather, 
and get plenty done. 

Every summer I repaint the gaily 
decorated window boxes and buckby 
(water carrying) cans. The elements 
corrode and fade my painting work to 
a devastating degree over time and only 
by keeping everything indoors would we 
be able to slow down the corrosion. 

I reflected on the necessities of my 
labours only today as we found a shady 
mooring; dragon flies darted at my side 
and I set to work in the evening light, 
which is always so clear and very 
beautiful to paint by. Like all artisans 
this constant reworking and nurturing 
is essential, along with an acceptance 
that our work doesn’t last forever. 

A florist sees their flower work fade 
in days, the baker hopes their delicious 
bread will be devoured in hours and 
even the seamstress knows an amazing 
dress will eventually tire and fade. 

For us homemakers, our art is to be 
used, worn or eaten and my boat boxes 
must go back on the roof to weather the 
storms and the blazing sun. Though I’d 
like to think I improve every year, 
perhaps that is what makes homemaking 
so special; it’s the constant up-keep that 
inspires new ideas, teaches us new 
techniques and spurs us on to explore 
lovely new methods and techniques - 
moving us on creatively every season. 


# • 


ucit 

WITH JULIE 

Enjoy the summer with our 
favourite artisan Julie Dodsworth 



FIND FABRIC, PAINT AND LOTS OFJULIENESS ON 
JULIEDODSWORTH.CO.uk and save 20% WHEN TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF SPECIAL HOMEMAKER 
READER CODE: HOMEAAAKERI 5 




UPCYCLE AN 
OLD DECKCHAIR 

We love our deckchairs on the boat. 

They moke lovely evening seats for us to 
relax in and fold away in the day when 
I need more space. Of course, they're great 
for a lazy afternoon in the sunshine too. 

YOU'LL NEED: 

An old deck chair 
Staple gun 
Fine glasspaper 
Strong cotton fabric 
Iron on hemming 
Paint 

h 1 Rip off the old fabric so you ore left 
liJ with just the wooden frame and 
prepare for painting with a rub down 
using fine glasspaper. 
fol Point to match your fabric. Fold your 
IlJ material in at least three times to 
strengthen the seat, and centre your seam 
down the bock. Stick the seam with iron 
on hemming. 

fgl Curl the fabric under the top rod of the 
IJJ deckchair and staple underneath, os 
tight os you con get it. Let the material fall 
in a 'deck chair manner' and staple under 
the bottom bar. 

Ji iliG s top tips... 

• Use a special outdoor fabric for 
added practicality and hardiness. 

• Sew up some matching scatter cushions. 
You could even attach these to the top of 
the chair with ribbon for the perfect 
comfy headrest. 
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I f we are talking about the most undervalued and 

underestimated of materials out there, then paper has to be 
near the top of the list. In the last issue of Homemaker we 
looked into the art of papercutting, but there is also much 
more that can be done with this readily available substance. It 
can be manipulated with multiple techniques to create textural, 
and even three-dimensional, objects. Most people know how to 
make papier mache forms, or have tried their hand at origami, 
but there are many other ways to transform a flat sheet into 
something functional. Makers such as Pia Wiistenberg have 
challenged our expectations of what can be created with 
something as unassuming as paper. 


'^ed ua>]Ojg 
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WE CHAT TO MAKER 
PIAWUSTENBERG 

ABOUT HER SCULPTED 
PAPER OBJECTS 


Background? 

I think I have always been hands-on and creative. 
When I was six my granny taught me how to knit 
socks. And before that I used to paint and draw, or 
make things from flowers and other objects I had 
collected. I have always been very curious and 
enjoyed making by hand. Travelling the world 
allowed me to learn from a variety of craft makers 
and create work of my own. I like use familiar 
materials or processes in unexpected ways. 

Paper? 

It’s such a versatile and everyday substance. I don’t 
like wasting things, so I started using paper as it was 
left lying around my studio. Paper can be or do 
anything; it can be strong, delicate, straight or 
curved, folded, creased or pulped... the list goes on. 
Developing my particular technique of compressing 
paper, and then shaping on a wood lathe, was a 
complete fluke. I experimented with many different 
ways of working before this process started to 
materialise. I’d advise anyone wanting to learn 
about creating with paper to step away from their 
desk and get their hands dirty! Experimentation is 
sometimes the only way. 

Function? 

I consciously prefer creating objects with a function 
and purpose. I also think that within the small 
spaces we live in today, the added value of 
something having a practical purpose is very 
important. Although it’s also true for me that both 
the aesthetic, and the process of making itself, are 
both as important as the end use of the product. 
Each item I make with paper is unique; to me this 
is a highly -valued characteristic. We are all 
individuals and I think it is important that objects 
reflect this idiosyncrasy. 

Future? 

I was invited to participate in the Heal’s Modem 
Craft market earlier in the year, and I also work 
with them on other projects. My wish for the rest 
of the year is to create new work and find 
interesting craftspeople with which to collaborate. 

I am also forever trying to perfect the ever-present 
balancing act between work and life; when you 
follow a creative career the lines between the 
two can easily blur. 

To find out more about Pia and her work 
visit piadesign.eu 
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DIY: newspaper basket 


HOMEMAKER DESIGNER AMANDA WALKER GOES ENJOYS A BIT OF PAPERCRAFT THIS MONTH WITH 
A BASKET WOVEN FROM OLD NEWS SHEETS. ANY LARGE SHEETS OF THIN PAPER COULD 
BE USED, SO WHY NOT COLLECT USED WRAPPING PAPER SHEETS AND UTILISE THESE TO CREATE A 
COLOURFUL VERSION? THE STRUCTURE IS SURPRISINGLY SOLID DUE TO THE PAPER'S INTEGRAL STRENGTH 
WHEN ROLLED. IT MIGHT NOT BE WISE TO FILL WITH FLOWERS, BUT WE FOUND THIS FUNKY BASKET 
WAS THE PERFECT PLACE TO STASH SMALL BALLS OF YARN FROM A CURRENT CRAFTY PROJECT. 


YOU'LL NEED: 
Newspaper 

Small piece of cardboard 

Wooden kebab skewer 

Hot glue gun 

Scissors 

Stapler 

Clothes pegs 


1 There are a number of different 
methods for basket weaving; some 
hove 0 woven base but this method starts 
with 0 solid version. Cut two discs of 
cardboard approximately lOcms in 
diameter (these con be larger or smaller 
depending on the size of basket you 
wont to moke). 

Roll the newspaper tubes needed 
for the weaving. Cut strips of 
newspaper approximately 1 5cms wide 
and the full length of the paper. Use 
the wooden skewer to start rolling the 
paper from one corner on the diagonal. 
The skewer helps to produce on even 
roll. When the whole piece has been 
rolled, use a hot glue gun to secure the 
end. Moke yourself a pile of these 
paper tubes. 

This basket hod 24 upright 
tubes, these ore the 'struts' that 


the weaving is created around. The tubes 
ore approximately 30cms long; again 
this length depends on the size of basket 
being produced (if you wont a shallower 
basket reduce this length). The 24 paper 
tubes ore then bid out evenly around one 
of the cardboard discs in a star shape 
and glued in place. The remaining disc 
is then stuck on top, sandwiching the 
ends of the tubes inside. Staple the two 
discs together to ensure that the these 
ore attached securely. 

4 The paper tubes should point 
upwards. Take each tube and 
bending it in a clockwise direction. 

Wrap it around the next one and bend it 
upwards. Take the tube that has been 
wrapped around, bend it over and 
around the next and so on making sure 
that you ore wrapping the tubes evenly in 
the some direction. The lost tube is 
wrapped by slightly loosening the first 


loop and threading it through and 
upwards to create the lost upright. 

To weave, bend one of the extra 
paper tubes in half and place it 
around the base of one of the upright 
struts, cross over the two ends of the 
tube on the other side, between this 
strut and the next upright. Repeat this 
process, working in a figure of eight 
motion around the upright tubes. Moke 
sure that the tubes ore always crossed 
right over left. As you reach the ends of 
that tube, two more con be connected 
to the two ends of the original by 
placing a little dot of glue on the 
end and slotting in a new one. 

6 When you hove achieved the 
desired height to the basket, with 
approximately 4cms of the uprights still 
visible, slot the ends of the weaving 
tubes down in front of on upright. 






7 To complete the basket top, bend 
on upright over and insert the end 
beside the next upright tube, down into 
weaving. Repeat this process until all 
the uprights hove been threaded. Trim 
away any uneven ends and use o dot 
of glue if any ends need to be secured. 

8 Cut two newspaper discs the 

some size os the cardboard at the 
base and stick these to the inside and 
outside of the base to cover the staples 
and create a clean finish. 


Tip: Clothes pegs are useful to 
keep the first row of weaving 
in place as gou work. As the 
weaving becomes deeper it is 
easier to manipulate the paper 
tubes into position 
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cork boards 


’ kind 
.^“fk hard, 


Celebrate all things woven 


r GET A FREE 

HOME SEWING 
BOOK WITH 
L THIS ISSUE J 


ON SALE 17THJULY 2015 


You’ll love our 
fab new issue 








UPSKILLWITH US 
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coveAy 


JAaJc 


eyCu(jO 


■ Create covered 


Stitch a 
pretty apron 

A Crochot a baby blaiilvot 
A SeW'" an owi cusliion 
A Wlii]3 up striped coasters 

Follow all the latest news, trends and project ideas on our 
blog at homemakermagazine.co.uk or keep up to date with 
us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and Instagram 
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me _b iin:ner 
Adventures of 


Eric Laniard talks us through taking 
our beloved bakes into the open air 


Whether you’re heading to a festival, have a garden party coming 
up or are simply planning to make the most of the great outdoors 
this summer, food is sure to play a big part in your plans. Long 
gone are the days when picnic snacks consisted of squashed ham 
sandwiches and barbecues offered only sorry looking sausages - with 
so many trendy ranges of disposable plates and cutlery and utensil 
kits available, you have everything you need to create some 
delicious homemade treats in your back garden or pack up 
and take to your outdoors destination. 

HOT STUFF 

When it comes to barbecue food, I stand by the opinion that the 
humble tart is a great option. You can have them savoury or sweet, 
they taste nice hot or cold and you can get really creative with the 
fillings. Go for seasonal vegetables that will add taste and colour, 
such as roast pepper, courgette, and tomatoes of different shades and 
shapes. The British summer has only really begun when the first 
barbecue has been held and smoked meat is hugely popular at the 
moment. I really enjoy experimenting with the different flavoured 
wood chips available to create tasty new combinations. And it’s not 
just meat that the barbecue comes in handy for, try toasting apricot 
with brown sugar or mixed berries in foil pouches to make compotes 
to top your ice cream sundaes. While you’ve got the ice cream out, 
why not make your own milkshakes? Add a shot of Baileys or Creme 
de Menthe for a grown up twist. 

GETTING FRUITY 

Seasonal fruit is the obvious choice when it comes to summertime 
treats and one of my favourite recipes is a sweet wine fruit jelly. This 
is really simple to make; line a loaf tin with cling film, pour in the 
jelly mixture with the wine and leave it to set, then add a layer of 
raspberries and repeat. Once finished, slice through it like a terrine 
and garnish with a sprig of mint -a dessert pate if you will! You can 
indulge in some delicious fruity mocktails too, try a mixture of 
cloudy apple, lemon and passionfruit juice, with some vanilla bean 
paste for sweetness and grenadine for colour. Of course, we can’t 
forget strawberries, which are perfect for topping cheesecakes or 
being blitzed into a frosting for some dreamy strawberry and cream 
cupcakes. They are perfect for tarts too, and the one featured 
opposite is my summertime favourite! 

For more delicious recipes, visit Eric's YouTube Channel at 
youtube.com/user/ericlanlard and discover his latest baking tips and tricks. 
Now see Eric at The Cake and Bake Show in Harrogate, London, 

Manchester and Edinburgh! 



For the pastry: 

300g plain flour, plus 
extra for dusting 
4 tbsp golden caster sugar 
200g unsalted butter, 
chopped into pieces 
2 egg yolks 
2 tbsp cold water 
2 tsp vanilla paste or extract 

For the compote: 

50g golden caster sugar 
200g strawberries, hulled 
and finely chopped 
1 tsp vanilla extract 

For the Chantilly cream: 

1 OOg white chocolate, 
roughly chopped 
250ml whipping cream 

1 50g strawberries, hulled and 
halved, for decoration 
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First, make the pastry. Sift the flour 
into a large mixing bowl and stir 
in the sugar. Rub in the butter until the 
mixture resembles breadcrumbs. Make 
a well in the centre and add the rest 
of the ingredients. Using your 
fingertips mix together to make a 
smooth dough. Turn out onto o floured 
surface and gather together into o 
boll. Cover with clingfilm and chill for 
at least 30 minutes before using. 

Lightly grease 6cm x 1 0cm 
diameter individual tort tins. Roll 
out the pastry and use it to line the 
tins. Prick the base of each pastry 
case, then chill in the refrigerator for 
1 5 minutes. 

hi Line each pastry case with baking 
UJ paper and fill with baking beans. 
Bake in a preheated oven, 1 80°C 


c 


(fan 1 60°C) for 8-1 0 minutes, or until 
the cases are just set, then remove the 
paper and beans and cook empty for 
a further 4-5 minutes, or until the 
bases are dry and crisp. Remove from 
the tins once cool. 

To make the compote, put the 
sugar and chopped strawberries 
into a saucepan and cook over a 
medium heat until the fruits turn to a 
thick juice, then stir in the vanilla. 

Leave to cool. 

To make the Chantilly cream, melt 
the white chocolate in a heatproof 
bowl set over a saucepan of barely 
simmering water, making sure the 
surface of the water does not touch 
the bowl. Leave to cool for a few 
minutes. Meanwhile, whip the cream 
to soft peaks, then fold one-quarter into 
the cooled chocolate. Fold in the 
remaining cream without over-mixing. 
Ml To assemble the torts, spoon 
IDJ some compote on to the bottom 
of each pastry cose and spread with 
the Chantilly cream, then top with the 
halved strawberries. 
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' Sugarcraft ; 
* Success: ; 

vButtercream; 
: flowers : 


W e all know buttercream as the 

delicious covering for our bakes, but 
why not take the icing to the next 
level and have a go at piping some 
pretty floral decorations? Whether the classic 
rose is your favourite, or you want to recreate a 
meadow of sunny buttercups, you can achieve 
amazing results by simply using the right tools to 
layer up your buttercream. Here we show you 
how to make the well-loved sunflower, perfect 
for the season and stunning at garden parties. 


Buttercream 
blooms 


Wow your friends with 
perfectly piped petals 



PIPE YOUR FLOWERS 


utleram sunflower 


YOU'LL NEED: 

Colouring for the petals; 
Sugorfloir in Melon mixed 
with a hint of Autumn Leaf 
Colouring for the centre; 
Sugarflair in Dark Brown 
Wilton leaf nozzle 352 
Piping bags 


make sure that they are close to the 
first layer to avoid gaps. Pipe the 
second layer of petals in between 
those of the first. 

1 Finally, using brown buttercream 
f in a piping bag with o small hole 
at the tip, pipe little dots in the centre 
of the flower. 


(1 


( 4)1 
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Pipe o guide circle. Then, 
using the nozzle held at 
o 20 to 30 degree angle with one 
of the points touching, pipe o 
leaf technique petal in yellow. 

I Repeat the some process to 
IlJ pipe o series of petals around 
the guide circle. 

fgj Pipe another layer of petals at 
UJ o slightly steeper angle than the 
first, about 30 to 40 degrees, and 


cfifysaiitfiemuin 

YOU'LL NEED: 

Colouring for the petals; Sugarflair 
in Claret 

Colouring for the centre; Sugarflair in 
Dark Claret and Melon mixed with 
Autumn Leaf 
Wilton nozzle 81 
Piping bags 


Pipe o guide circle and position 
the nozzle at a 20 to 30 degree 
angle with the curved end down, 
touching your circle. Pipe o layer of 
pulled petals of about 0.5cm long, 
fol Repeat for two or more layers of 
IlJ petals, making sure they are 
close to the first, and that the length 
decreases but the angle is steeper, 
fnj Using dark pink buttercream 
IjJ and o piping bog with o small 
hole at the tip, pipe short spikes 
around the centre. 

1 Repeat, using the yellow 
I buttercream, in the very centre 
of the flower. 

1 When the buttercream of the 
I petals has crusted, use o cocktail 
stick to smooth the edge of each. 
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SUGARCRAFT DISPLAY 

FLORAL CAKE STANDS 

£48, occa-home.co.uk 






Q 





£28, oliverbonas.com 


£1 8.99, creative-tops.com 
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------- ^ HOMEBAKER 




Head to 

Usafaulkner. co.uk 

for some 
scrumptious 
baking videos 


Make some afternoon treats with Lisa Faulkner 




any people 
first became 
familiar with 
Lisa Faulkner 
through their 

TV sets; as an actress she enjoyed 
successful stints on Brookside 
and Holby City, and these 
performances made her a national 
favourite. More recently though, 
Lisa’s public profile has been 
increasingly associated with 
cooking. A winning turn on 
Celebrity Masterchef changed 
her life and turned a hobby into 
an additional career. Tea and 
Cake is her third book, and in 
a change from her previous two 
titles focuses almost entirely on 
Homemaker^s favourite aspect 
of cooking - baking of course! 


Although Lisa says baking is 
something that makes her feel 
at home, she admits, “it’s funny to 
say it, but I didn’t used to consider 
myself a baker - 1 still don’t, really! 
I make cakes and biscuits and little 
pies several times a week, but it’s 
really so I have something to eat 
with a cup of tea.” The idea for the 
book stemmed from this feeling 
of home and the rituals and 
associations around having a cup 
of tea; whether alone, with a close 
friend, or surrounded by the whole 


family. Recipes from Tea and Cake 
evoke that cosy feeling of home' 
baked goodies on the kitchen table, 
with a pot of hot Earl Grey just 
waiting to be poured. Lisa places 
emphasis on the love put into the 
bakes, and the fun had making 
them rather than chasing a perfect 
end result.“You don’t need to 
worry about everything turning out 
perfectly - it’s not about making 
the lightest pastry or the crumbliest 
scone. What it's really about is 
taking the time to make something 
for someone - the simple gesture 
of pouring out a cup of tea and 
placing a plate of homemade 
biscuits alongside can make them 
feel loved, cherished and reassured 
in an instant.” 


That feeling of nostalgia is 
intentional, as Lisa says she took 
a “trip back in time” to write these 
new recipes. She loves to spend 
afternoons cooking with her 
daughter Billie, and believes 
something as simple as baking a 
cake with someone special can 
create “lifelong memories”. This 
is what she aims to pass on through 
these recipes. Lisa stresses she 
wants this book to be used, not 
just read, and should “sit on your 
kitchen shelf, a little battered 
around the edges and covered in 
butter icing and a load of chocolate 
finger prints”. So have fun baking 
these simple fruity treats today, and 
create some special memories of 


STRAWBERRY 
MILKCAKE SERVES 6-8 


FOR THE CAKE: 

300g butter, softened, plus extra 
for greasing 

300g strawberry milkshake powder 
4 eggs 

300g self-raising flour 
4 tbsps milk 

Pink or red food colouring 

FOR THE ICING: 

300g butter, softened 

500g icing sugar 

Pink or red food colouring 

1 50g strawberry milkshake powder 

50ml milk 

Preheat the oven to 1 80°C 
and grease and line two 20cnn 
coke tins with greaseproof paper. 
Cream the butter and strawberry 
powder together until pink and 
fluffy. Add the eggs one by one, 
alternating with a spoonful of flour, 
then odd the remaining flour, milk 
and os much pink or red food 
colouring os you need to create 
o delicious pink batter. 

Divide the mixture between 
the coke tins and bake in the 
preheated oven for 30-40 minutes 
until o skewer inserted into the centre 
comes away clean. Cool in the tin 
for 1 0 minutes then turn on to wire 
rock to cool completely. 

To moke the icing, cream the 
butter and icing sugar together 
with on electric hand whisk until 
light and fluffy, then odd enough 
colouring to turn it pink. Mix the 
strawberry milk powder with the 
milk and odd to the icing. There 
should be enough to sandwich 
the cokes together and cover 
the outside. 
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LEMON MERINGUE 
COOKIES - MAKES 12 


Pretty, tasty and perfect for a tea party, 
these biscuits are a real winner! They are 
also very easy to moke and great served 
as a pud. Why not try making your own 
lemon curd too? 

FOR THE BISCUITS: 

250g plain flour 
1 OOg rice flour 
250g salted butter, softened 
75g golden caster sugar 
Finely grated zest of 1 lemon 
1 egg yolk 

FOR THE FILLING: 

200ml double cream 

3 tbsps lemon curd 

4 meringue shells, crushed 

Sift the flours into o pile on o clean 

work surface. Make a well in the 
centre and add the butter, sugar, lemon 
zest and egg yolk. Gradually work in the 
flour using your fingertips until the mixture 
comes together to form o soft dough. 
Wrap in cling film and chill 
for 30 minutes until firm. Preheat the 
oven to 1 50°C and line o baking 
sheet with greaseproof paper. 

Dust the work surface with o little 

flour and roll out the dough to o 
thickness of 0.5cm. Cut into discs with 
o 6cm round cutter and place on the 
prepared baking sheet. Refrigerate for 
30 minutes until firm. Bake the biscuits 
for about 30 minutes until o pale golden 
colour, then transfer to a wire rock 
to cool. 

Meanwhile, whisk the cream to soft 

peaks then fold through the lemon 
curd and crushed meringue. Spoon the 
mixture onto half of the biscuits then 
sandwich with the remaining plain 
biscuits. You con use o doily os a 
template and sprinkle over some icing 
sugar to create a decorative effect . 



Find more goodies 
in Tea and Cake by 
Lisa Faulkner (£20, 
Simon & Schuster), 
which includes 
savoury recipes as 
well as abundant 
sweet treats! 
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^ V Alex says: “The 

kids love making 
a mess pouring 
icing onto lemon 
drizzle cake and 
they revel in being 
allowed to prepare strawberries 
for batches of fruity cupcakes. 


TEA PARTY 


By now I'm sure you’re aware 
that this year marks the 150th % 

anniversary of childhood classic 

Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. 
To celebrate all things Alice-related, 
Sophie Allport has launched a brand new 
collection graced with wonderfully cute 
prints. Treat your family to a new tea set, 
or accessorise with some pretty textiles. All 
the china is hand-decorated and finished 
in Stoke-on-Trent, and starts at £6.50 for a 
teacup, sophieallport.com 


Give your kid's cake pride of place on this 
retro coke stand, and then relax in 
the knowledge it's made of acrylic, not 
glossl £34.95, figl.co.uk 


Chase off summer holiday boredom * 
with some kiddy kitchen fun 

Get double the value with these sweet silicone 
teacups - bake cakes inside and then serve straight 
up for afternoon tea! £8 for set of two, 

ellajames.co.uk 


TOOT-TOOT 


Every kid loves trains so 
what could be better than 
this silicone mould for 
making o little one's 
birthday super special. 
£6.99, dunelm-mill.com 


Look adorable in matching 
outfits with these practical, 
yet gloriously pretty, mother 
and daughter aprons. Child 
size, £13; adult size, £20, 
raggedrose.com 


Cupcakes are a classic to whip up with the 
kids. Instead of just smothering in sugar-laden 
icing, why not use this kit to make bakes 
party-worthy? £7.50 (for 24-piece set), 

stylishparties.co.uk 


Cu£Aom& 


Why not make big flower cookies and use 
the smaller cutters with fondant icing to 
decorate. £6 (for 14-piece set), ikea.com 
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DONE 

NA 
DAY 

AAAKE AN OVEN 
GLOVE AND 
POT HOLDER 





Homemaker regular Lucy Pass 
shows us how to create both an 
oven glove and pot holder in the 
first of a trio of kitchen-themed 
makes. When you know the 
right materials to use, sewing up 
these practical pieces is actually 
pretty simple. Learn how to quilt 
with the special insulated 
wadding and before you know it 
you’ll be cooking with gas! 
Lucy has used a contemporary 
combination of denim fabrics and 
printed cotton that would look 
equally at home in a sleek 
modern space or a rustic country 
kitchen. These two projects 
would also make lovely house- 
warming gifts, or the perfect 
present for a style-conscious 
baker - just pick cotton fabrics 
in their favourite hues. 


YOU'LL NEED: 

Insulating wadding from 

purple-stitches.com 

Contrasting cotton fabrics from 

purple-stitches.com 

Matching thread 

Fabric shears 

Tape measure 

Tailor's chalk 

Ruler 

Pins 

Iron 

Sewing machine 

OVEN GLOVE 

jCut your fabric. For the oven glove 
llJ you'll need four 36cnn x 23cnn 
pieces of your chosen fabric (two 
inner and two outer), two pieces 
of insulated wadding the some size 
and one 7.5cm x 56cm strip of 
contrasting fabric. 

fnlToke one piece of outer fabric and 
IlJ place it right side facing down. 
Layer on o piece of insulated lining, 
followed by a piece of inner fabric 



right side up. Use chalk and o ruler to 
draw o criss-cross diamond pattern 
over your fabric. Pin oil the layers 
together so that the layers of fabric 
stay put while quilting. 

1 9 1 Following your chalk lines, start 
UJ sewing from the centre of the 
fabric outwards towards the edge (this 
will stop your fabric puckering on the 
other side). Keep going until you've 
stitched over oil of your lines. Repeat 
steps 2 and 3 to moke the other side 
of your glove. 

I / 1 1 Cut out the glove shape. Use on 
I iJ existing oven glove as a template 
leaving o seam allowance, or use your 
hand os a guide, roughly drawing on 
outline 4cm away from its edge (don't 
forget to include the thumb shape). Cut 
the shape from both pieces of quilted 
fabric and pin together, outer fabrics 
facing in. 

frlSew the two pieces together, 

I JJ leaving around o 6 mm seam 
allowance. On the 'thumb' side of 
your glove, leave around 1 cm unsewn 
just before the opening. Trim your 
seams and clip around curves. Turn 
your glove right side out. 


OlFold your 7.5cm x 56cm strip of 
IOJ contrasting fabric in half 
lengthwise and press. Then fold each 
long side in towards the centre fold 
and press again - this will form the 
bond around the opening of your 
glove and encase the raw edges. Find 
the centre point of the contrasting strip 
and match it to the 'non thumb' side of 
your glove. Sandwich the edges inside 
the contrasting strip and pin oil the 
way around the bottom of the glove. 
I'll You should be left with two lengths 
1 / J of the contrasting strip on the some 
side os the opening left in step 5. 

Tuck each row edge into the 
corresponding strip and pin in place. 
Continue to pin the strips closed to 
create two ribbons. Secure with o row 
of top stitching oil the way around the 
bottom of the glove, continuing oil the 
way to create ribbons. Tie the ribbons 
in o knot to finish. 

POT HOLDER 

h 1 Take two pieces of fabric and one 
liJ piece of insulated wadding 
measuring 23cm x 23cm and one 


strip of contrasting fabric measuring 
8 cm X 1 1 2cm. Take your two 23cm 
square pieces and one piece of 
wadding the some size, and follow 
steps 2 and 3 from the oven glove 
tutorial. Once you hove o small quilted 
square, cut o small triangle off one of 
the corners (approximately 2 cm). 

I 9 I Take the 8 cm x 1 1 2cm strip of 
IlJ contrasting fabric, fold in half 
lengthwise and press. Fold each long 
side in towards the centre fold and 
press again. Match the fold to the 
corner opposite the one you cut 
off in step 1 . 

fil Sandwich the row edges inside 
UJ the contrasting strip and pin, 
working from the centre point, around 
the edges, stopping once you get to 
the cut off corner. At the other corners, 
tuck and pleat the strip on each side, 
os if wrapping o present, to create o 
crisp right angle, 
f/il Sew everything in place, 

I I /continuing along the contrasting 
strip to create ribbons. Tie the ribbons 
in o knot to finish. 
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HOME MAKING 




Lucy says: “When quilting 
f I \ on a sewing machine, 

[ I the underneath will he 

I | {^ j the plusher, springier side 

of your quilt Keep this in 
mind when you begin 
sewing and work with the right side 
down, regularly checking for puckering 
or tangled threads as you sew. ” 



• Insulating wadding is a thin layer of 
polyester wadding that has been 
needle-punched with a metallic film. 

It's perfect for sewing projects that 
require thermal properties. Makes that 
immediately come into mind are 'hot' 
projects such as pot holders, oven mitts 
and tea cosies; but it can also be 
used in 'cold' projects such as lunch 
carriers or picnic bags (to keep food 
cool). If you are animal lover, thermal 
wadding can also be used to make 
self-worming pet bed. 

• This material is only heat-resistant, 
and not heat-proof. So when making 
oven mitts and pot holders, you could 
odd an extra layer of cotton wadding 
to enhance the heat resistant properties. 

• This type of wadding is suitable 
for machine or hand quilting up to 
1 8cm apart. Pre-washing is not 
recommended. After quilting, hand- 
wash the final product in cool water 
with mild detergent and dry flat. 



Retro Orchard Flurry Grape 



Retro Orchard Tossed Apples 



September Blue Gold Bud 

All fabrics £3 per fat quarter from 

purplestitches.com 
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•AT WORK WITH* 



T he vibrant designs from brand Kitty McCall 

are pure wish-list material for any colour-lover. 
Everything from chairs to notebooks can be 
found wrapped in the label’s signature bright prints. 
The name Kitty McCall originates from company 
creator Catherine Nice’s grandmother; Kitty was her 
family nickname. The sole creative force behind Kitty 
McCall, Catherine started the business after leaving 
commercial studio work in 2010. “I wanted to have 
more control over how my designs were used and 
venture into new areas.” Catherine takes in her 
surroundings and transforms details into beautiful 
designs in her uniquely colourful style. *‘At university 
I learnt to never stop absorbing ideas and to always try 
and pause for a moment and take in the world around 
me. It’s amazing what inspiration you can miss when 
you’re not paying attention to the every-day.” 


YOU'VE JUST WOKEN 
UP - WHAT TIME IS IT? 

I wake up at 6.00am and make 
a cup of tea. A poached egg on 
toast is my staple breakfast. 

YOUR FIRST DESTINATION? 

I go to the nursery to drop off 
the kids then head back to the 
studio where I start to complete 
orders, deal with deliveries 
and shipments, and reply to 
customer emails. Some of my 
day is also spent planning 
events and working with both 
stockists and collaborators 
on upcoming launches. 





MEET THE MAKER 



"ove going to art galleries. 


Italian - I once had an amazing 
meal at Antica Peso in Rome. 


A road trip down the Pacific 
Coast highway in America. 


Pinteresf 


QUICK FIRE 


BEST PLACE FOR INSPIRATION? 


FAVOURITE FOOD? 


MOST-CLICKED WEBSITE? 


V^HERE ARE YOU FOR 
MORNING BREAK? 

I’m on my own in my studio, 

I have another cup of tea and 
a classic chocolate digestive. 

To keep inspired I might read 
about past and contemporary 
artists or different art movements. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR 
CREATIVE PROCESS 

I usually start out with an idea 
for a colour palette, which then 
drives the print design. I use my 
sketchbook to bring elements 
together, by doing this I can see 
which ideas stand out as worthy 
of further development. I’ve 
always been a huge fan of colour. 


it’s one of the most important 
things in my work as it sparks 
my creativity and really helps 
me shape my plans for a finished 
piece. I’m a hoarder of magazines, 
fabric swatches and generally 
anything that can be of used 
to inspire a palette of new hues. 

WHO DO YOU 
BOUNCE IDEAS OFF? 

My husband, and if I don’t agree 
with his opinion I take the time to 
revisit the designs in question and 
see them with fresh eyes. It means 
the design process might take a 
little longer but by doing this 
I can ensure I’m happy with 
every finished piece. 


WHAT'S YOUR STUDIO LIKE? 

I like to call my desk ‘organised 
chaos’ rather than messy! 

I currently work alone but my 
workload has tripled in the last 
year so I will soon be looking at 
hiring someone to help. 

IT'S LUNCHTIME. WHAT'S 
ON YOUR PLATE? 

It’s always something home- 
cooked. I’m especially a big fan 
of soups even in summer, my 
favourite is spicy lentil and carrot. 

WHAT'S THE BEST AND WORST 
PART OF YOUR AFTERNOON? 

The best part is reading emails from 
happy customers, and the worst 


part is dealing with an ever-present 
pile of admin! In the afternoon 
I also love listening to the 
afternoon play on BBC Radio 4. 

WHEN DO YOU FINISH WORK? 

Most often between d-Spm. I relax 
later in the evening with a glass 
of wine and get the record 
player going. 

AND SO TO BED... 

It’s always a late one! I am usually 
most creative in the evening, 
this is when I do a lot of my 
sketchbook work. 

To find out more about Kitty 
McCall head to kittymccalLcom 
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Give everyday tasks a designer touch with this easy project 

Even the most mundane of messages can be given a lift when you add an element of crafty love to them. 
That’s why we love Corinne Bradd’s easy-peasy make; not only does it make great use of your fabric scraps 
but now we get excited when we have to write those little reminders as it gives us a fantastic excuse to show 
off these bright little buttons. They’re also great for displaying our favourite postcards and pictures. 


YOU'LL NEED: 

Buttons 

Quilt wadding 
Patterned fabric 

(we used Riley Blake Fancy Free 
from thehomemakery.co.uk) 

Small magnets from stickytiger.co.uk 
Double-sided tape 
PVA glue 

h 1 Fix the curved side of a button to a 
liJ scrap of quilt wadding with double 
sided tope and trim the wadding so it 
is 0.5cm larger than the button. 
fnlCut 0 circle of patterned fabric 
IlJ twice os wide os the button. 

Use o doubled length of thread 
to sew running stitch around the 
circumference around 0.3cm in 
from the edge. 

fgl Place the button, wadding side 
IJJdown, in the centre of the face 
down fabric circle. Pull the thread to 
gather up the edges around the button. 
Keep pulling until the fabric fits snugly 
over the front of the button and secure 
the thread tightly. 

f / 1 1 Squeeze a pea sized dob of thick 
ItJ pvo type glue on the bock of the 
button and place a small magnet on 
top. Do not push right down but allow 
the glue to rise up the edges of the 
magnet slightly. Leave to dry 
completely before using. 
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WRITE IT DOWN! 

Our pick of memo pods and more 



Brushstrokes notecord set, 
£13, berryred.co.uk 


i 




'What to Eat' 
meal planner pad, 
£6.29, thegiftoasis.com 



Happyjackson memo pad, 

£8, hintonshome.com 




Floral monarch 
writing pad, £1 2.50, 

notonthehighstreet.com 


Terence Conran with 
the VSA ballpoint pen 
£13, amara.com 
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1 Think long term. It's easy to be 
tempted to go all out with your 
diik^s fev£Kjn’l& colow or book 
character when decorating their 
room, but consider the longevity of 
your theme. When it comes to paint 
choose base colours that are flexible 
and versatile, such as peach or 
turquoise. Add personality to the 
room with stuff you can change 
such as bedding and accessories. 
Invest in classic furniture that won't 
go out of style - it may be more 
expensive initially but in the long 
term this will save you constantly 
buying new pieces. 

Utilise tricky spaces. It's rite 
of passage that the youngest 
child gets the smallest 
bedroom, which means that they 
are often unusual shapes with 
awkward nooks and crannies. 
Embrace these quirks by maximising 
their potential for storage or even 
creativity - paint a feature wall to 
make a blackboard or create a cosy 
reading cubby in a small corner 
with floating shelves and a 
scattering of squishy cushions. 

Add playful touches. If 
we had our way, our little 
darling's room would 
feature a princess castle complete 


with turrets, a pirate ship bed and 
indoor rock climbing wall. But while 
those may remain Pinterest dreams, 
there are cool features you can create 
easily. Use Sharpies to draw on light 
bulbs that will throw shapes around the 
room and craft white tuille cloud-effect 
lampshades. It doesn't take much to 
create an inspiring space. 

Declutter and upcycle. The first 
thing to do when redecorating is 
have a good clear out of what's 
already there, but that doesn't mean 
you have to throw everything out. Kids 
toys make for great upcycling projects 
and you can completely reinvent them 
to use again with your new decor. Use 
plastic animals for drawer handles, toy 
cars as terrariums and stick old pencils 
or discarded crayons onto a plain 
photo frame or mirror for a funky, 
colourful new look. 

Stay safe and sound. Of course 
the most important thing to think 
about when decorating your 
child's room is their safety so be sure to 
remember a few basic rules; get rid of 
any protruding elements that could 
poke or trip your child, avoid hanging 
heavy pictures or mirrors above the 
bed, fix free-standing furniture to the 
walls, secure any dangling lamp cords 
and cover plug sockets. 
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Home Style 
Inspiration 

Update your favourite 
room this season 
with our selectton of 
trendy liome 
essentials 



willow & Hall 

Quality sofas and beds for less. Willow & Hall offer quality upholstered 
living and bedroom furniture, handmade by craftsmen in Wiltshire and 
available in a large selection of fabrics. Their famous sofa beds come 
with three mattress options, and with a depth of 14cm, they're perfect 
for occasional or everyday use. Free 4 week delivery for most parts of 
the UK Mainland and 14 day free returns policy included on all items. 
Use code HOME 17715 by 1 W July to receive a further 5% off current 
discounts. 

Visit willowandhall.co.uk/homemaker or coll 0845 468 0577 

to order free swatches or o catalogue. 



esse 

Precise electric controllability and efficiency is key in today's modern 
world. With two ovens, o warming cupboard, traditional cost iron 
hotplate, induction hob and the flexibility of cooking everything from 
souffles to Sunday roasts (at the some time, if that's your cup of tea), the 
ELI 3Amp from ESSE encompasses everything o modern range cooker 
should be. It combines classic design with oil the right tools through two 
1 3Amp plug sockets and available in 22 delightful colours. 
esse.com 



Mss 

Dress your home in affordable luxury with beautiful bespoke blinds, 
curtains and shutters from tuiss. From the finest fabrics to the best timbers, 
oil tuiss products ore lovingly created with core and attention to give 
your home that extra special touch. With blinds and curtains, os in life, 
it's the little details that matter and with stitched fabrics and exclusive 
aluminium toggles you con odd stylish finishing touches you won't find 
anywhere else. 
tuiss.co.uk 





sofasofa 

Save up to 25% in the SofaSofa summer sale. British manufacturer 
SofaSofa s latest range contains over 60 different sofa styles, with 
something to suit every taste and budget. There is a huge range of 
fabrics from which to choose, including wools, velvets and leathers. All 
products are handmade in the UK and come with a no-quibble 21 day 
money back guarantee. SofoSofa deliver anywhere on the UK 
mainland. To view the range visit sofasofa.co.uk or call 
01495 244226 to get your copy of the SofaSofo catalogue. 



curtalns2go 


Every curtain we make starts with a gorgeous roll of fabric and your 
unique measurements. Picked with care by our in-house team each 
design is bursting with style, taste and character. Then, simply choose 
the perfect heading to suit your home, add cushions and tiebacks for a 
final flourish and you'll end up with a beautiful looking pair of made to 
measure curtains that will give your home an exclusive look for less. 
curtains-2go.co.uk 



plastlKote 



For an affordable way to refresh your home this summer, look no further 
than PlastiKote spray paints. From vases and frames to tables and 
chairs, even kitchen cupboard doors, almost anything can be 
transformed quickly and easily with PlastiKote - no brush marks or drips, 
just a perfect finish. 

Visit plastikote.com or find us on Pinterest or Facebook. 




blindBjBk 

2 ® 



blliids2go 

Your home should be the centre of your world so give it the love it 
deserves with o stunning mode to measure blind. At Blinds 2go its mode 
to measure, mode simple. Simply choose the perfect style for your home 
and Blinds 2go will guide you through the entire process, oil the way to 
your front door. The end result? Beautiful bespoke blinds in o space you 
con love and enjoy. 
blincls-2go.co.uk 





I ONLY SELL 
THINGS I LOVE 


1 . 

i[ I We talk shop with ceramicist Victoria Turner 




”T” f youVe been to the East Sussex 

town of Lewes you may have noticed 
the gorgeous little store belonging to 
ceramicist Victoria Turner. Housing 
JL her own designs as well as a carefully 
curated selection of pieces from local makers 
and artisans, the shop and studio From 
Victoria is near impossible to walk past 
without stepping inside for a closer look. 

Make and create 

The shop and studio space is a relatively 
new development in Victoria’s business. 

Her career began in homeware visual 
merchandising which has no doubt served her 
well during this latest venture. A little while 
after graduating, her first career became a part- 
time job as the ceramics business took over. 
More and more of Victoria’s time was spent 
making, and she has been a practicing 
ceramicist now for more than 15 years. She 
has long-specialised in designing and making 
objects from porcelain in particular: “My first 
experience of working with clay was at college 
where we did lots of hand-building. At 
university I experimented a lot more with 
wheel-throwing and printing onto clay. I had 
designed a tealight holder and I was looking 


for a clay that had translucent properties 
and fired white. Porcelain was perfect as the 
whole piece glowed along with the candle. 

I became hooked and have loved working 
with it ever since.” 

Collect and draw 

Victoria’s sketchbook is bursting with ideas 
and doodles: flowers and seeds are collected 
and photographed for further inspiration. 
When a new design idea emerges, the next 
step is making a clay maquette that is used 
to build a plaster mould. The porcelain slip 
process is then initiated and the creative 
experimentation with colours, textures and 
finishes begins. Some of Victoria’s designs are 
clearly influenced by vintage finds such as old 
glass bottles or antique lace; these objects are 
sourced and incorporated into the casting 
process. “My most popular designs are the 
planters with lace printed on the bottom and 
the mini bud vase. I am proud of all my work 
but the mini bud vase was one of my first 
designs and is still as popular today as it was 
over a decade ago. I like my pieces to have 
some kind of function and more importantly 
so do my customers.” 
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fime^taker 



MEET THE MAKER 



Sell and teach 

Victoria sources items for her shop with care and 
integrity, and this considered approach shines 
through in the collection of pieces on display. 

“I choose work by other makers that I think 
complements my own work and fits in with my 
aesthetic. I look for a certain quality in the 
workmanship and I only sell things I love.” A 
chance stroll by the empty shop-front led to the 
spontaneous decision to fulfill a long-held 
dream: “I had always liked the idea of having a 
shop with a studio space but did not think it was 
something I could afford. I walked past a tiny 
store one day, within a beautiful old building full 
of independent businesses. It had a ‘To Rent’ 
sign and I immediately contacted the owners. 
Before I knew it, the space was mine!” 

Alongside making her own pieces, Victoria 
uses her studio space to run classes in ceramics. 

“I started my first workshops last Christmas 
and they were instantly popular. The classes 
specialise in making decorative pieces and are 


Go to fromvictoria.co.uk for more information 
about Victoria and details of her workshops. 


suitable for anyone wanting to learn the basics 
of working with porcelain.” Victoria has some 
sage advice for anyone overwhelmed with ideas 
and ambitions: “It is impossible to achieve 
everything at once. Someone once said to me 
‘little steps’, and it stuck. Prioritise what you 
want to achieve and do one thing really well 
before you move on to the next.” This year, 
developing her online shop is at the top of 
Victoria’s ‘to do’ list. She adds: “Hopefully 
further down the line Pd like to have a bigger 
shop with a larger studio and more space for 
workshops.” It looks like Victoria has a few 
more exciting steps still left to take. 


l-lomMctker 
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Victoria's air-dry 
clay Plaiiters 


YOU'LL NEED: 

200g white air-dry clay 
from stickytiger.co.uk 
Rolling pin 
Craft knife 
Ruler 

Round cookie cutter or plate 

Pencil 

Paint brush 

Cloth 

Lace 


hlTo make the base, take a small bit 
liJ of clay and roll out into a rough 
circle shape approx 5mm thick. Using 
a circular cookie cutter or plate, cut out 
a neat circle from this, discarding the 
excess. Moke sure the size of the circle 
is large enough to fit your plant. Use o 
pencil to pierce o hole in the base, 
fnl Moke the sides by rolling o piece 
iLJof cloy into o boll, placing onto 
the cloth and rolling out to 5mm 
thickness in o rough rectangular 
shape. Place your lace onto the cloy 
and use the rolling pin to press it into 
the surface. Peel away the lace to 
reveal your embossed pattern. Cut 
neat edges along the long sides of 


the rectangle using the knife (leave the 
ends uncut for the moment). Gently 
wrap your loce-printed rectangle 
around the circular base, you will 
need to cut off the excess until the two 
ends join neatly. Wet the ends of the 
strip using the point brush and 
carefully stick together, 
fgl Apply water to the edge of the 
UJ circle base and bottom edge of 
the rectangle wrap' and join together 
(the water mokes the cloy sticky which 
helps adhere the base to the sides). 

At this point you con also use the croft 
knife to odd small bits of wet cloy, 
if needed, to help join the pieces 
together or fill holes. 


f /| 1 Leave to dry for 48 hours until 
111 hard. Moke sure you carefully line 
the planters with plastic to create o 
water-tight layer before adding 
your plant. 


Tip: Experiment with the 
air-dry clay first so you get 
used to working with the 
material. When using a rolling 
pin to flatten the clay, brush 
some talcum powder onto 
the rolling pin to stop the 
clay sticking. 
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Beautifully hand^crafted crtjchet 
\\odks & accessories. Custom orders 
welcomed to ensure you the perfect 
geeky hooking experience. 


20% Off! 

all orders 


EKdustve offer with this code 
for a limited time: HOME001 

WWW, facebook, com / hooktid ous 



Tuliptree Designs ... be inspired 

Now open within the grounds of 
Groveland Farm Shop, we stock a 
fabulous range of Quilting and 
Dressmaking fabric, Handmade 
buttons, beads, jewellery, 
artwork and gifts. 

We also run workshops and 
classes to suit all abilities in 
quilting and patchwork, polymer clay, 
jewellery making and all mediums of 
art. Now also available for other tutors 
to book spacefor their classes (up to 1 2). 

01263 833133 shop - 01263 834353 studio 
www.tuliptreebuttonsbeads.co.uk 

Tuliptreedesigns@hotmail.co.uk Like us on Facebook 
Groveland Farm Shop, Thorpe Market Rd, Roughton, NR11 STB 



purple stitches 


Inside Pride & Joy 
The Old Bakery 
Aldermaston Road 
Sherborne St John 



a&AUTIFUL FABRIl 5 & haberdashery 


We stock: modern & quirky quilting cottons • natural waddings 

dressmaking and soft furnishing fabrics 
• beautifui ribbons, trims and buttons > dressmaking patterns 
from independent designers Auriful threads haberdashery 
and much much more ~ visit us online at: 

www.purpie-stitches.com 
emaii: heiio@purpie-stitches.com 
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~ A NEW ** 
HOME FOR 
I CROCHET ^ 
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H OM E i 

WITH NICKI TRENCH j 



NICKI TRENCH is a knitting 

designer and author who 
also runs workshops in knitting 
and crochet, sewing, and 
sugorcroft. nickitrench.com 


K nitted heirloom blankets were traditionally 
passed on from one generation to another, 
but nowadays baby blankets are often 
shop-bought, or factory-sewn from fleece 
fabrics that aren’t made to be passed down the 
generations. Thankfully, homemade is back in 
fashion and the yarn companies are coming up 
trumps by releasing soft natural yams in yummy 
colours for us all to knit with. 

I was delighted back in early May when Princess 
Charlotte made her first public appearance outside 
the hospital and we were treated to a vision of the 
new arrival wrapped in a fine Merino wool shawl and 
bonnet. These were given to the royal family as a gift 
from a British-mn family business in Nottingham, 
who have a long-standing connection with the 
monarchy, having presented shawls to three 
generations of new-born Windsors. 

When Prince George was bom I was asked to go 
along to BBC’s You & Yours on Radio 4 to comment 
on why knitted baby blankets were so popular. Of 
course, there’s the obvious; practically speaking 
babies need to be kept warm, but there is something 
very special about wrapping a baby in something that 
has been lovingly handmade stitch by stitch. 

My babies are now fully grown, but they still 
have their special blankets saved in a box in the attic, 
so every few years or so when they might accidentally 
come across it they have that lovely rush of 
comforting memories sweeping back. 

When I was writing my latest knitting book: Fair 
Isle & Nordic KnitSy I wanted to design an heirloom 
blanket. Fair Isle knitting can be time consuming so 
making something that would last was important. The 
blanket featured here is one of my favourite designs. 

It uses a natural soft Merino wool with a little bit of 
cashmere, produced by Debbie Bliss Yams, that was a 
joy to work with. 

If you’re not familiar with Fair Isle and have basic 
knitting skills, then just go along to your nearest wool 
shop or search for online tutorials, choose a really 
soft yam and knit the blanket in just one colour. 
Because it will be loved, used, admired and 
appreciated for many years to come it’s worth the 
effort and love you will pour into it. 


YOU'LL NEED: 

Debbie Bliss Baby Cashmerino yarn: 
Seven x 50 g balls of shade 01 2 Silver 
(pale gray) (MC) 

Two X 50 g balls of shade 204 Baby 
Blue (pale blue) 

One X 50 g ball each of shades 
078 Lipstick (deep pink), 001 Primrose 
(yellow), 068 Peach, Melba (peach), 
002 Apple (green), 006 Candy Pink 
(bright pink), 059 Mallard (dark blue), 
034 Bright Red, 101 Ecru (off-white) 

• US size 3 (3.25 mm) knitting needles 

• Yarn sewing needle 

Blanket 

Using MC, cost on 244 sts. 

Work in seed (moss) st for 1 4 rows. 

Cont to work seed (moss) st for 
1 0 sts each side of 224 sts 


FINISHED SIZE: 

97.5cm X 90 cm 

TENSION: 

25 sts X 27 rows (10 cm) square working 
Fair Isle patt in st using US size 3 (3.25 mm) 
needles. 

NOTES 

Chart is read right to left on odd-numbered 
(RS) rows and left to right on even-numbered 
(WS) rows. Follow Charts 1-12. 

Strand colours not in use loosely on WS 
of work. 


of chart, working chart in st st 
between, creating seed (moss) 
st border. 

Cont pott on charts 1-1 2 until 
work measures approx. 34 in. 
(86 cm). 


Work in seed (moss) st for 
1 4 rows. 

Bind (cost) off. 

FINISHING 

Sew in ends. 


CHART 1 
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CHART 2 


CHART 3 
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CHART 4 


CHART 5 


CHART 6 


DOWNLOAD THESE 
CHARTS ONLINE AT 
HOMEMAKERMAGAZINE 
.CO.UK 


CHART 7 



CHART 8 
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HOME MAKING 


USE A ROW COUNTER ON THE END OF YOUR NEEDLE TO KEEP 
TRACK OF WHERE YOU ARE IN THE PA^ERN. IF YOU DON'T HAVE 
A ROW COUNTER, YOU CAN STRIKE OFF THE NUMBERS DOWN 
THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE CHART AS YOU COMPLETE THE ROWS. 


/ 






Pattern and 
photography 
taken from Fair 
Isle & Nordic 
Knits by Nicki 
Trench (£12.99, 
CICO books) 







Find a great selection of 
crafty workshops over at 
unravelandunwind.co.uk ! 



Our round up of the latest trends, 
events and products in the 
wonderful world of wool 



FIBRE-EAST 

Lovers of British wool and fibre fanatics alike will be delighted to 
hear that Fibre-East is back on the 25th and 26th of July. Based 
in Ampthill, Bedfordshire, the event is a celebration of gorgeous 
home-grown wool and has more than 1 00 exhibitors attending 
from across the UK. With workshops in knitting, crochet, 
spinning, felting, weaving and more, yarn-lovers will certainly 
find 0 wealth of inspiration at this show. Visit fibre-east.co.uk 
for tickets and more information. 


iiummuiit 



RUNWAY REPORT 


CRAFTY 

CLASSES 


^'Un with felt! 


. fd® and no need 

Setknittelcm “‘maliied. 


Steeking with 
Debbie Tomkies 

Putting your scissors to your 
knits needn’t be something 
that fills you with fear. 

baaramewe.co.uk 


23 


Sock surgery 

Learn how to knit two 
socks at the same time 
from the toe-up! 

yarn-on-the-square.co.uk 


Nowadays, T-shirts, jumpers, sweaters and more 
are often adorned with symbols and patterns to add an 
individual twist to your finished outfit. In knitting, those 
with a little more experience in the craft can try their 
hand at intarsia to embellish their garments, which 
involves the use of bobbins or small balls of yam for 
each area of colour. Why not employ this method on a 
knitted cushion or throw? Rowan designer Marie Wallin 
uses this technique to incorporate a bright and beautiful 
trio of flowers into this stylish summer knit, named 
Santorini (Rowan Knitting & Crochet Magazine 53). 
knitrowan.com 
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WANT • NEED • LOVE 






4 OF THE BEST 


SOCK YARNS 


Available in a selection of rich 
jewel-inspired shades, Rico Superba 
Poem is a multi-tonol yarn blending 
75% wool with 25% nylon. 
£7.50 per lOOg (420m) boll. 


Self-striping yarns ore o knitters best 
friend os they do half the work for you. 
Zouberboll from Schoppel Wolle 
has some great colourways! 
£9.50 per lOOg (420m) boll. 


The variegated colourways in Long 
Yarns Jowoll Magic Degrade mean that 
your pair of socks will be totally uniquel 
£9.75 per lOOg (400m) boll. 


Molobrigo Sock is spun from 1 00% 
superwosh merino, making it delightfully 
soft and machine washable, too. £1 2.99 
per lOOg (402m) skein. 

All of these yarns con be found at 

socialfabrictotnes.co.uk 


Colourful and easy to make for 
croclieters of all abilities, tke 
classic granny square is given 
a modern twist by Rosa P in her 
latest title, Great New Ways with 
Granny Squares (&7.99, Search 
Press). Featuring 20 stylish 
projects, including cushions, 
throws and more, each pattern 
is accompanied by both 
diagrams and step-by-step 
instructions, so you can choose 
which option you find easier. 

How about making some 
colourful floral bunting to i 

decorate your home for 
summer? searchpress.com 


X 




Think bogs ore just for 
fashion? Think again - 
they ore o homeware 
staple. Simply Stunning 
Crocheted Bogs (£7.99, 
Search Press) contains 23 
patterns for o variety of 
versatile and practical 
accessories, including this 
colourful striped laundry 
bag, just the thing for 
brightening up a dull, 
functional space. You 
con also crochet some 
cool gifts, os the book 
showcases plenty of 
fashionable totes and 
purse projects for you to 
try! searchpress.com 



A PERSONAL TOUCH 


Who said crochet hooks were boring? Not us! Artisan Hooklicious crafts a unique range of 
personalised, handmade crochet hooks, perfect for when you’re trying to find an extra-special gift 
for fellow yam-lover (or are looking to buy a little something for yourself). From seaside- themed 
creations to hooks designed to mimic wands from Harry Potter, you can even request a custom- 
order and design the crochet hook of your dreams! To see all of her quirky creations and order 
your own, visit hooklicious.etsy.com 
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Spread a little handmade love with Lynne Rowe’s stylish charms 



W ith a simple floral motif, 
these cute and crafty 
homewares will fill any 
space with heavenly handmade 
charm. We love the way Lynne 
Rowe has used greys, greens and 
whites to give these charms a 
contemporary touch but try 
choosing your own shades to suit 
your the scheme of your rooms. 
Fill them with lavender to make 
an instant room freshener! 


YOU'LL NEED: 

Three balls of Rico Essentials 
Cotton DK, (A) 1 in shade White 
80, (B) 1 in shade Pistachio 86, 
(C) 1 in shade Grey 25 from 
purplelindacrafts.co.uk 
3.25mm hook 
Toy filling 

FINISHED MEASUREMENTS 
Two heart hanger: 22cm long 
excluding hanger 
Triple heart hanger: 22.5cm 
long excluding hanger 
Single heart hanger: 1 2cm long 
excluding hanger 


TWO heart hanger 

LARGE HEART 
FRONT 

Using yarn A, make 4ch and join into 
a ring with a si st. Work Rnd 1 into 
centre of ring. 

O Rnd 1 : 4ch (counts os 1 tr, 1 ch), 

* 1 tr into ring, 1 ch; rep from * 6 times 
more. Join with a si st into third of first 
4ch. (8tr and 8 1 -ch sp). 

O Rnd 2: 1 ch (not counted as o st), 

* into next 1 -ch sp work ( 1 dc, 1 htr, 1 tr, 
Idtr, Itr, 1 htr, ldc)(l petal mode); 
repeat from * 7 times more. Join with 
o si st into first dc. (8 petals). 

O Rnd 3: *3ch, miss next petal, Isl st 
into sp between the dc of next 2 petals 
(push ch behind petal); repeat from * 

7 times more. (8 petals with 3ch 
behind each petal). 

Cut yarn and fasten off. 

O Rnd 4: work this round over each of 
the 3ch behind each petal: Join yarn B 
with o si st to any 3-ch sp, (1 ch (not 
counted os o st), 1 dc, 1 htr, 1 tr, 4dtr) 


into same 3-ch sp, (3dtr, 2tr) into next 
3-ch sp, (Itr, 3htr) into next 3-ch sp, 
(2htr, Itr, Idtr, Ich, Idtr) into next 3-ch 
sp, (Idtr, Ich, Idtr, Itr, 2htr) into next 
3-ch sp, (3htr, Itr) into next 3-ch sp, 

(2tr, 3dtr) into next 3-ch sp, (4dtr, Itr, 

1 htr, 1 dc) into next 3-ch sp. SI st into 
first ch. (44 sts) 

Cut yarn and fasten off. 

O Rnd 5: Join yarn C with a si st to 
lost st of Rnd 4. 1 ch (not counted os o 
st), 1 dc into next st, 1 htr into next st, 

2tr into each of next 5 sts, 1 tr into 
each of next 1 3 sts, 1 tr into next ch, 

( 1 tr, 1 dtr) into next st, 1 ch, ( 1 dtr, 1 tr) 
into next st, 1 tr into next ch, 1 tr into 
each of next 1 3 sts, 2tr into each of 
next 5 sts, 1 htr into next st, 1 dc into 
next st, si st into first Ich. (57 sts) 


Cut yarn and fasten off. 

0 Rnd 6: Join yarn A with o si st to last 
st of Rnd 5. 1 ch (not counted os o st), 

1 dc into each of next 2 sts, 1 htr into 
next st, 2tr into each of next 1 0 sts, 1 tr 
into each of next 1 4 sts, 2tr into next 
st, 1 tr into next ch, 2tr into next st, 1 tr 
into each of next 1 4 sts, 2tr into each 
of next 1 0 sts, 1 htr into next st, 1 dc 
into each of next 2 sts, si st into first 
Ich. (79 sts) 

Cut yarn and fasten off. Weave 
in ends. 

BACK 

Work as given for Front, using yarn A 
throughout. Do not cut where 
instructed, continue using yarn A. 


PICOT EDGING 

Place hearts with WS together and RS 
outermost. With front heart facing, 
moke o slipknot with some colour yarn 
os final round and place it on hook. 
Join with o si st through both layers to 
the centre top, in between the two 
humps. Work the edging into the bock 
loops only of the two corresponding 
stitches of each heart os follows and 
fill the joined pieces with toy filling os 
you crochet. 

0 (si st into next st) twice, *3ch, 1 si st 
into third ch from hook, 1 dc into each 
of next 2 sts, repeat from * to lost 3 
sts, 3ch, Isl st into third ch from hook, 

1 dc in next st, si st into each of lost 2 
sts. SI st into first st. 

O For hanger, moke 40ch then si st 



.1 





back into st at base of ch. 

Cut yarn and fasten off. Weave in ends. 


SMALL HEART 
FRONT 

Work as given for Rnds 1 -4 of 
Large heart. 

BACK 

Using yarn B throughout, work as 
given for Large heart Front, Rnds 1-4. 
Do not cut where instructed, continue 
using yarn B. 

PICOT EDGING 

0 Work as given for large heart 
edging to last 2 sts, 3 ch, 1 si st into 
third ch from hook, 1 dc in next st, 

1 si st in lost st 

O Moke 7 ch, si st into point of large 
heart (into stitch behind picot edge). 
O SI st into the back of each st just 
mode to strengthen the chain. 

O Cut yarn and fasten off. Weave 
in ends. 


Triple heart hanger 


Work 3 Small hearts following 
instructions above, using the 
following colours: 

TOP HEART 

yarn C for Rnds 1 -3, yarn A for Rnd 4 
and Bock 

CENTRE HEART 

yarn B for Rnds 1-3, yarn C for Rnd 4 
and Bock 

BOTTOM HEART 

yarn A for Rnds 1 -3, yarn B for Rnd 4 
and Bock 

Note: When working the edgings, 
moke the hanging loop on the Top 
Heart (as for Large Heart Edging), join 
the centre heart to the top heart (os for 
Small Heart Edging) then join the 
bottom heart to the centre heart (os for 
Small Heart Edging). 



Follow all instructions for Large heart, 
using the following colours: 

FRONT 

Rnds 1-3: yarn C 
Rnd 4: yarn A 
Rnd 5: yarn B 
Rnd 6: yarn C 

BACK 

All rnds: yarn C 


EDGING 

YornC 






I love getting everyone 
together in the summer. 
When I lived in a flat Fd 
organise gatherings in my 
local community park where 
homemade sangria, a portable 
barbecue and an impromptu 
game of rounders were a 
regular sunny-day fixture. 

Now I have a garden, and 
my friends all have children, 
so our gatherings are less 
boisterous and normally 
involve entertaining toddlers 
and sipping non-alcoholic 
beverages (well most of the 
time). In my space I can make 
my parties look truly magical 
by embracing colour and 
ensuring that my guests feel 
truly treated. There’s no bog- 
standard, bulk-buy plastic 
cups on my watch and every 
available space in my garden is 
decorated with a fun little 
items to add interest and make 
someone smile. Here are three 
of my fave ways to make 
sunshine celebrations special. 








WANT • NEED • LOVE 


LET THERE BE LIGHT 

When twilight hits, make sure your garden is bejewelled with colour and sparkle by decking 
ledges with lovely tealights displayed in colourful holders and hanging lots of vibrant LED lights 
on your fences and trellises. I love these multi-coloured flower string lights, £3.99 
therange.co.uk. The flower shape design looks really sweet when lit in different hues and they 
ore battery operated making them easy to hang outside. I also like to moke magical twinkly 
lanterns by filling different sized gloss jars with battery opperoted LED white butterfly string 
lights, £3.99 therange.co.uk and placing them around paths and ledges. 





SERVE COLOURFULLY! 

Don't put boring bottles on the table. Decant your 
drinks into pretty Kilner drinks dispensers (main pic). 
Available in a range of cool colours, these beauties 
hold five litres and hove an easy-to-use tap at the front 
that will pour your drink without splashing or mess, as 
well as a secure clip lid, keeping beverages fresh. 

Continue the Kilner theme by serving your liquid 
refreshments in clear-handled glass jars or giving soft 
drinks a colour pop with some bright green flower 
embossed tumblers. Kilner drinks dispenser, £14.99, 
Kilner clear-handled glass jars, £2.49, Luminarc 
funny flowers hi-ball tumbler in green £1 .49, 
therange.co.uk. 

HANG THAT BUNTING 

A day time summer gathering isn’t complete without bunting - it really sends out the message 
of celebration. I have lots of hand stitched designs that I display draped from from my shed and 
window ledges to create a warm, crafty feel for my get-togethers. I’d really recommend you get 
stitching and whip some up for yourself - it makes all the difference. Turn to page 21 for our 
embroidered bunting or check out our bunting projects at homemakermagazine.co.uk 










91 






V - 0 


Visit us in-store or online and save 10% 
by quoting )"■ ‘ ’.‘'A-.-' ■*'- ‘.‘^ 

at the checkout 



REMNANTIGMGS 
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SPECIALIST OUTDOOR 
FABRICS BY MAIL ORDER 

Waterproof and breathable 
fabrics 

Fleece, Softshell & Moleskin 
Canvases & bag fabrics 
Buckles, webbing, zips & 
patterns 

Nikwax and Grangers products 
Order samples and goods on 
line at: 


Pennine 


outdoor 


www.pennineoutdoor.co.uk 

Pennine Outdoor Ltd, Central Buildings, 
Main Street, Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7HE 
Tel: 01 5242 63377 
ennail:sales@pennineoutdoor.co.uk 



Hc<^nd/ dyed/ &t2hy 
for hmtti4^^£r crochet 
IwiUAry. 

Use code HOME10 
to get 10% off 

fi WillowKnits Etsy shop: 



www.willowknits.etsy.com 



Finstall Fabrics specialises in patchwork and 
quilting fabrics. 

Order at our website: 
www.finstallfabncs.com 
or call us on: 

01527 870408 


Find uson 

Facebook 


ONLtN£ QJUtLTtNG KITS & FABRIC SHOP 



Suppliers of Mettler & Finca threads, Schmetz 
& John James needles and Notions 





www.littlels.co. 


or call us on: 

01527 


Find m oti 


Facebook 
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HOME STYLING 


the pleasure of gardening 
the smallest of spaces 


t this time of year every garden-lover is 
filled with renewed inspiration in part 
thanks to all the amazing exhibitors at 


amazing 

/ \ last month’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 

You may feel that the designs at up-market 
events such as this are only aimed at those 
with five-acre estates, but with a little 
imagination and the right products any big 
idea can be modified for a super-small terrace, 
cute courtyard or bijou balcony. 

Isabelle Palmer of The Balcony Gardener 
(thebalconygardener.com) shares some of 
the inspiration she garnered from the show 
and her own tips for incorporating plants into 
your life, even in the tiniest of outdoor spaces 






ISABELLE SHARES SOME 
GARDENING INSPIRATION 

With my business, and passion 
for gardening in the smallest of 
spaces, I am always looking for 
inspiration. The recent RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show filled me 
with new ideas to incorporate 
into my own little balcony. 
When Tm looking for ways to 
create my own peaceful idyll in 
the heart of the city, I draw 
from a wide variety of creative 
sources. This year I have taken 
a particular interest in: a 
collection of old paintings, the 
latest catwalk fashion and even 
paint charts - the list is endless. 
Tm trying to create an outdoor 
space that I feel happy in. I 
want to pick colour and design 
elements that make me smile, 
and then translate these into 
the types of plants, flowers I 
pot and hues I incorporate. I feel 
fortunate that I have any kind 
of outdoor area, albeit small, 
as it still provides me with as 
much Joy as I think a large 
garden would. Even if you only 
have a window box the feel of 
a garden can still be evoked. 


MY FAVOURITE PLANTS 

/ tend to pick no more than 
three to four colours to keep 
things simple. This yearl’m in 
love with pink, apricot, blue 
and white. My favourite plants 
at the moment include lupins, 
hydrangeas, poppies, 
hollyhocks, foxgloves and 
ceanothus. For scent I plant 
stocks and an abundance of 
violas and sweet peas. I also 
use grasses for texture. Not all 
of these botanicals tend to be 
associated with containers but 
they can work well in this 
environment. If you are new to 
gardening you can start out 
with some safer hardy plants 
such as ivy, skimmias, pansies 
and salvia. 


: BENEFITS OF A POTTED GARDEN 

} I love the sense of relaxation that 
' gardening brings and the creativity 
I it allows. At the end of the winter, 

I apart from the evergreens, the 
I window boxes are a blank 
' canvas. It's wonderful to be able 
^ to create a new look every year 
by introducing new plants and 
I rearranging containers. 

There are a few things you need 
I to bear in mind when designing your 


little green space. If you have a 
balcony that's several floors up it 
tends to be very windy, which most 
plants don't like. A trick I use is to 
stake all the plants, especially in my 
window boxes. This safeguards them 
from breaking and wind damage. 
Plants may also be in direct sunlight 
with not much shade, or the total 
opposite, so select plants suited to 
the environment of your space. The 
great thing about container 


gardening is you can approach it 
from a different manner than you 
would a normal garden. Plants can 
be moved around, re-potted, and 
they won't run riot - so there is 
much more flexibility. Your garden 
is portable so you can take 
it with you when you move, which 
is especially important if you are 
renting. There is nothing worse 
than having to leave all your 
hard work behind. 



OyJjeHUX cM/diM/j Oy ooMA' 


It is essential to check with a 
structural engineer how much 
weight the roof or balcony or 
window box con take, if it's 
waterproof, and whether planning 
permission is needed for turning a flat 
roof into 0 terrace. Ideally, place 
heavy containers near load-bearing 
walls or over a load-bearing joist. 
Make sure window boxes are secure. 
M It's better to spend money on a 
/ couple of key items than on lots 
^ of small ones. Too many plants or 
ornaments con moke a small space 
look overcrowded; pick containers 
in the some material or colour tone 
to keep the look streamlined. Always 
moke sure they hove drainage holes 
at the bottom so plants don't 
become water-logged. 


n Try to place pots in your sight line 
^ where they will be seen the most, 
^ such os right outside the kitchen 
window. If you hove a balcony, use 
the patio doors os a frame for your 
design. Hanging baskets and vertical 
wall hangers ore a great way to 
maximise space. 
y| Remember to water doily os 
/..containers hold little soil and con 
dry out quickly. Use a topping 
such os purple slate to help maintain 
moisture levels; this also gives the 
potted plant a smart look. Consider 
containers with self-watering cavities, 
r Always deadhead flowering 
] plants regularly to encourage new 
^ blooms. With fewer planters in 
0 small space you wont to maximise 
flower growth, so that each plant 


gives you maximum value and real 
visual impact. 

A If privacy is on issue odd some 
n screening plants such os bamboo or 
^ laurel to the edges of your balcony. 
^ Add evergreen plants for a base 
/ colour year-round. Box hedges 
' (Buxus sempervirens) and boy 
trees (Lourus nobilis) ore my 
favourites. Always use perennials 
so they come bock next year if you 
wont 0 low maintenance and thrifty 
display; annuals will give you big 
blooms but they won't re-flower. 

8 To create on alfresco dining area, 
use folding furniture such os a small 
bistro table and chairs. They ore a 
great way to maximise your space os 
they con be packed away when not in 
use and stored easily in the winter. 
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QUICK GUIDE TO 
CONTAINER PLANTING 

Cover the drain holes with a 
layer of stones so the soil 
doesn't clog them up, fill with 
soil mixture, and firm around 
plants, leaving at least 2.5cm 
at the top for watering. Cover 
with a stone topping. Water 
regularly, feed with a liguid 
fertilizer, and groom often to 
remove faded/dead flowers 
and leaves. 
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BELOVEDFABRICS. 
COAJKFOR MORE, 
PRETiTbESi^S 


We love a posh hotel bathroom at 
Homemaker HQ, so we thought 
we’d give a new set of towels the 
five star treatment with this 
simple sew project. Homemaker 
regular Cheryl Owen’s has used 
strips of our favourite fabrics to 
give these everyday items an 
elegant designer look. We think 
they’d look great all folded up in 
your guest room for special 
visitors to use as their own, 
they’ll feel like proper VIPs. 


YOU'LL NEED: 

White hand towel 

Cotton fabric: Makower, Flo's Garden, 
Butterflies Aqua Blue, Art Gallery 
Fabrics, Littlest Tenderness Grey, 
Benartex, Covent Garden Meadow, 
Wedgewood Blue all from 
belovedfabrics.co.uk 
Coordinating sewing thread 

h I Most towels hove a woven bond 
liJ just above the short edges. Cut 
two strips of fabric that ore the length 
of the woven bond plus 2cm x the 


width of the bond plus 2cm. Press 
under 1 cm on both long edges 
and on one end of the fabric strips. 
fnlWith right sides facing, pin one 
\L) strip to the bond on the towel, 
matching the pressed end to 
the edge of the towel and the long 
edges along the top and bottom edge 
of the bond. Turn under the row end 
of the other end of the bond at the 
opposite edge of the towel. Slipstitch 
the ends of the fabric down. Machine- 
stitch close along both pressed edges 
of the fabric strip, and secure the other 
end with stitching. 


Top tip: 

If your towel doesn’t have 
woven bands, cut two 
fabric strips the width 
of the towel plus 2cm, 

X 53cm. Follow the same 
steps apply the fabric 
strips 7.5cm above the 
short edges of the towel. 
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HOME MAKING 



MORE IDEAS 


• Make matching wash bags, tissue 
pouches and fabric tubs lined with oilcloth 
to store toiletries. See sewmag.co.uk fora 
collection of free templates and instructions. 

• Decoupage containers and drawer fronts 
with coordinating fabrics for a cohesive 
look, remembering to use strong PVA 

to protect them from water. 

• Create a nautical theme in your 
bathroom by teaming red and white fabric 
with blue towels, or a light and girlie feel 
using soft florals and Liberty prints on 
towels in soft pastel shades. 



4 ‘ 
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Trinket Light Blue, Riding Hood 
Story Collection, Blend. £3.50 
per fat quarter, purple-stitches.com 
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\ OUR MAKER... 

I CHERYL OWEN 



Green Stripe quilting cotton. 
Sunshine Rose Collection, Tonya 
Whelan. £3.50 per fat quarter. 

thehomemakery.co.uk 




Pink cotton. Birds in Flight Collection, 
Westex. £3 per fat quarter, 

thevillagehaberdashery.co.uk 



Dandelion by Brie Harrison, Suffolk 
Garden Collection, Doshwood 
Studio. £3 per fat quarter, 

thevillagehaberdashery.co.uk 



I- 



Liberty Tono Lawn in Pelagia. 
£14.95 per metre, sewbox.co.uk 


fimeMthr 
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WORKSHOPS & COURSES 



From modem calligraphy to paper-pompom making, 
this month it’s time to try something different 




ALL IN ONE 


When you're ready to tackle a brand new craft, 
what you need is everything ready to go all in one 
perfect package. Here at Homemaker yve love kits 
for their ease, and the immediate satisfaction they 
provide of being able to get stuck right in. This set 
from Cath Kidston is designed as an introduction to 
the traditional technique of crochet. Everything you 
need to moke a bright cushion is included, the yarn 
coming in a cheery Coth Kidston colour palette. 

The accompanying book contains instructions and 
diagrams for all the basic techniques you will need 
to master. Coming in o delightful and reusable 
floral-print tin, we couldn't think of a more perfect 
present to yourself. Purchase 'The Crochet Kit Book' 
for £20 from deramores.com 


SCRUB UP 

If you ore one to always hunt out naturally derived cosmetics and cleansers, you'll wont to hear 
about Chulo Naturals' soop-moking workshops in Kent. An award-winning company specialising 
in natural skincore, they ore keen to shore their knowledge by offering a range of morning 
and oll-doy courses, for both kids and adults. Our pick would be learning how to moke these 
gorgeous soaps. You will never be satisfied with cleaning your hands with on artificial-looking 
blue gel again. Kids' courses cost from £1 2, adults from £45; to book o course coll 
01634 814529 or visit chulo-naturals.co.uk and follow the link. 



FLOWER POWER 

Get your children away from the computer screen this summer and enrol them in some creative 
workshops instead. The Leicester Croft Centre runs o range of activities for crafty kids. On 1 1 th July 
your brood could hove a go at the art of poper-croft. You will be amazed at what they create os they 
proudly show off their achievements after doss. The session costs £9, runs from 1 Oom to 1 1 .30am, 
and will introduce young creotives to decoupoge and paper-flower making. 

Go to leicestershirecraftcentre.co.uk to book. 
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WORKSHOPS & COURSES 



STUNNING SCRIPT 


Many old-world skills ore coming bock to the 
forefront of the art and croft world, and calligraphy 
seems to be the next 'of the moment' activity. In the 
capital, within the atmospheric interior of The Town 
Hall Hotel in Bethnal Green, Lamplighter London ore 
holding o workshop providing tuition from its founder 
Chioro Lisa on 24th July. The day starts at 1 lorn and 
runs until 1 .45pm when o two-course lunch is served 
in the hotel's splendid Corner Room restaurant. The 
morning covers on introduction to shape, letter and 
style development. You will also be given o 
beginner's calligraphy kit to take away, so there's 
no excuse for not keeping up your newly-leornt 
penmanship skills. With oil this taking place in 
o architectural landmark - what more inspiration 
do you need? The session costs £60, to book 
go to lamplighterlondon.com 



PRETTT POMPOMS 

This month in Homemaker, columnist Torie Jayne mentions how great paper pompoms ore 
os on eosy-fix when decorating for on outdoor event. These frivolous and fabulous creations 
may appear complicated to moke but they ore actually o total breeze. We've found on 
online video tutorial from the queens of oil things party. Pearl and Earl, for how to moke 
these fun decs. All you need is tissue paper in your chosen colours, and some baker's 
twine. Go to youtube.com/pearlandearl to learn how to moke your own in minutes. 





AT THE WHEEL 

Pottery might hove the film Ghost \o 
thank for its romantic appeal, but there's 
no denying most of us love the idea 
of getting behind o potter's wheel and 
having o go. If you ore from the north 
of our lovely country you ore in luck - 
ceromicist Naomi Robinson offers 
one-to-one tuition on the wheel for £24 
per hour; or in hand-building, £20 
(o technique for forming o cloy structure 
without any special equipment). 

Lessons ore held in Naomi's home 
studio in Westhoughton, Bolton. Head 
to naomirobinsonceramics.com to book. 


fimeMiksK 
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LEICESTERSHIRE 


ART & CRAFT WORKSHOPS FOR 
ADULTS & CHILDREN 


Leicestershire Craft Centre I 

10a High Street 

Market Harborough /^^^^«|||||^! 

LE16 7NJ 

Tel 01 858 466692 i 

create@leicestershirecraftcentre.co.uk If 1 

Visit www.leicestershirecraftcentre.co.uk 


The Textile Space 

a place to create and make 
all things textile 

Come and visit us at 

www.thetextilespace.co.u 

Winner of 

Sussex Woman of the Year in Arts 2014 


RRISIOL 


Workshops, incluciing 


ifi'l lamp shade making 


children's clothing 


take place within 
the inspiring 
surroundings of the 
Make and Do Emporium 


Charlton Barns. Charlton, Nr Chichester, West Sussex 


SHEFFIELD 


Unravel & Unwind 

Unravel & Unwind is a community craft drop in studio and 
workshop hub in the heart of Medway. A place of escape and 
sanctuary; to share new ideas & skills and make new friends. 


The Sheffield 
Sewing 
Lounge, 
Workshops, 
Parties, 
Stitch Club 
& Fabrics 


0114 2759502 
www.sewinthecity.co.uk 


www.unravelandunwind.co.uk 
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t PLUSH 

ADDICT 


READERS! 


WeVe arranged a 15%* discount at Plush Addict, for 
all Homemaker readers! Plush Addict stocks thousands 
of quality quilt cottons, dressmaking fabrics, patterns 
and haberdashery items, perfect for your next 
stitching project. 


Plush Addict offers a fast and friendly service with 
same day dispatch, free delivery when you spend more 
than £40 plus a colour match service to make ordering 
online a little easier. It also has its very own loyalty 
scheme. Plush Points, which rewards loyal customers 
every time they make a purchase. 


HOW TO CLAIM: Enjoy 15%^ off 
storewide using the code HMPLUSH15. 
Shop online at plushaddict.co. uk 
or call free on 0800 048 8787 . 


15% OFF AT PLUSH ADDICT 
FOR ALL HOMEMAKER 


Terms and Conditions: 

*Offer is available online until the 27th July 2015. Offer is only available online. Not to be used in conjunction 
with any other offer, discount or promotion. Offer subject to avoilability. There is no cosh alternative in whole or 
part. Delivery chorges are not included in the discount. Previous purchases are not eligible for this offer. Excludes gift 
vouchers ond sewing workshops. Your details will be processed by Plush Addict/ Aceville Publicotions Ltd. (publishers 
of Homemoker mogozine) in full occordonce with data protection legislation. Plush Addict/ Aceville Publications Ltd 
(publishers of Homemaker magazine), and sister componies moy wish to contact you with information of other 


services ond publicotions we provide which may be of interest. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive 
such information by Post □ Phone □ Email □ SMS □. From time to time Plush Addict/ Aceville Publications Ltd 
(publishers of Homemaker magazine) will share details with other reputable companies which provide products 
and services that may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such information by 
Post □ Phone □ Email □ SMS □. See www.plushaddict.co.uk for the full range. 
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nitting has had a 
serious resurgence 
in the last decade or so, 
with everyone from 

^^royalty to celebs 

reaching for their needles. A great 
way to pass the time on a long 
journey, to create something 
special for a loved one or simply 
become part of a new, ever- 
growing community, knitting is 
one of the most worthwhile crafts 
to invest your time in. WeVe put 
together this guide for beginners, 
showing the basic tools you will 
need, stitches you can use, and 
plenty of tips from the experts. 


c3Now for 



Love the wonder of wool and 
jump on the knitted bandwagon 



Whenever you hove stitches that at 
are not being worked slip them 
onto 0 stitch holder to fix them 
securely while you continue with 
0 different section of knitting. 



From chunky orons to dainty lace 
weight, there ore on incredible 
range of yarns for you to work with - 
check out some of our choices on the 
facing page. Always read the label 
os this will suggest the needle size 
you should be using. 


^tcJU>v . . 



Megan says: 7 learnt to knit by 
arm knitting first It’s a great wag 
to get started because you can 
see what you’re doing before 
transferring the technique over 
to your needles. ” 


WIN! 


FIVE READERS WILL WIN A 
BOOK, A PAIR OF NEEDLES 
AND A BUNDLE OF YARN 
FROM LOVEKNiniNG.COM - 
HEAD TO HOMEMAKER 

magazine.co.uk 

TO ENTER! 


When you're ready to take your knitting to the next level, 
there ore plenty of books available to teach you the 
techniques behind various stitches and patterns. 


Knitting needles come in a 
variety of lengths and 
thicknesses, depending on the 
yarn you're using. Generally, the 
thicker the yarn the thicker the 
needles you will need. These 
multi-coloured KnitPro Symfonie 
wood needles are both pretty 
and comfortable to use. 
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GET STARTED! CASTING ON 

Casting on is the term used for when 
you moke the first row of stitches on 
your knitting needle. No matter what 
you ore making, the pattern will always 
start with the instruction to cast on o 
certain number of stitches. 

STEP 1 : With the slip knot on the left 
needle - counts os the first stitch - 
insert the right needle tip up into the 
stitch, crossing the left needle over 
the right needle. 

STEP 2: With your right hand wrap 
the working end of the yarn - the 
end attached to the boll - round the 
bock of the right needle in on anti- 
clockwise motion. 

STEP 3: Catching the working yarn that 
has just been wound round the needle, 
bring the right needle tip underneath the 
loop on the left needle and to the front 
of the stitch. 

STEP 4: 

Pull the new loop further through. Insert 
the left needle tip up into the loop on 
the right needle. Slide the right needle 
out and pull the working end of the 
yarn to tighten. This counts os the 
second stitch. 

STEP 5: 

To moke subsequent stitches, insert the 
right needle tip between the last two 
stitches on the left needle and not into the 
stitch. Wrap and pull the yarn through 
and place on the left needle os before. 







Debbie Bliss Baby 
Cashmerino 

With its super-soft, luxurious 
cQshmere-blend feel, neat 
stitch definition and enormous 
range of fabulous colours, it's 
easy to see why this yarn is 
enduring popular with knitters. 
Just wonderful for baby mokes 
and on extra-special treat for 
grown-ups too. 


To buy these yarns 
and others, visit 
loveknitting.com 


Debbie Bliss Rialto DK 

A hard-working yarn that 
comes in a wide range of 
shades to suit your home 
and fashion mokes. It's 
mode from finest Merino 
wool that has been 
cleverly spun to moke it os 
soft os it could possibly be 
- gorgeous! 


TOP YARNS TO TRY 


King Cole Cottonsoft DK 

A great beginner yarn it is 
100% cotton, beautifully 
soft and has lovely stitch 
definition. The delicate 
shades ore ideal for 
summery mokes 




Louisa Harding Grace 

This is for the knitter who likes to work with 
0 bit of luxury. The Groce range combines 
the warmth and practicality of merino wool 
with the pure luxury of mulberry silk. One 
of Loveknitting's favourite knitting yarns. 


EXPERT ADVICE 



NATASCHA MOZLEY FROM 
LOVEKNITTING.COM GIVES US 
HER TOP TIPS AND ADVICE. 

WHY KNITTING? 

It’s nnagic! Transfornning balls of 
yarn into fabric is so exciting, 
wondering how a stitch will 
appear as you knit, or how 
colours will work together. Yarn 
manufacturers are producing 
miniature works of art in skeins of 
yam, using exciting fibre blends 
and rainbows of shades -being 
able to create stunning, tactile 
knitwear from these yams is 
something we knitters love! 

KNITTING FOR THE HOME? 
Knitted homeware is a wonderful 
way to adorn your living space. 

A blanket is a project loaded with 
love and time, perfect to wrap 
around your nearest and dearest, 
and cushions can be designed to 
match any interior. Knit dishcloths, 
flannels, dusters and cosies from 
cotton yam and don’t forget 
cosies for your cafetieres, teapots, 
mugs and boiled eggs. 

BEGINNER ADVICE? 

Start with chunky needles and 
yarn. It’s easier to see your 
stitches with bigger yarn, and 
your project will grow quickly. 
Make your first project 
something that doesn’t require 
shaping, such as a square 
cushion cover or a scarf, and 
practise your stitches as you go. 

TOP TIPS FROM NATASCHA 

• Knit a tension square to 
practise new stitches. 

• Read the pattern: begin every 
project by reading the pattern all 
the way at least twice. This helps 
if you need to practise a new 
stitch, or think about how to knit 
each section. 

• Take your time! Make sure you 
knit in a good light, especially if 
working with dark yarn. Don’t 
knit when you’re too tired; you’ll 
be dropping stitches left, right 
and centre! 
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W ith wooden beams, 
open hearths and 
vintage furniture, 
a country cottage really is the 
home of our dreams. If, like 
us, you’re not lucky enough 
to own one yourself, never 
fear as we have found a whole 
host of ways to introduce the 
shabby chic look into your 
abode and make you feel like 
you’re residing in the middle 
of the English countryside 
this summer. 

The charm of a cottage 
comes from that lived-in feel, 
so go for faded hues when 
deciding on your colour 
palette. White mixed with 
muted yellows and greens 
will evoke country life, while 
pastels look pretty paired with 
rustic statement pieces of 
furniture. When decorating go 
for bare wood or use a chalk 
paint to create a textured look, 
or for a really weathered effect 
use several layers then chip 
some areas away. Remember 
that simplicity is essential - so 
pick a just couple of pieces to 
try this on. 

Polka dots and ditsy florals 
are the key patterns in this 
trend and look striking when 
used sparingly. Stitch a spotty 
curtain or flowery apron, or 
mix the two with a patchwork 
throw for your sofa or bed. 
Antique-style wall clocks, 
wicker baskets and enamel 
jugs are all quick and easy 
ways to inject some country 
chic into your space without 
breaking the bank. Full of 
history and their own little 
quirks, no cottage is the same, 
which pretty much leaves this 
look open for you to interpret 
as you like - have fun! 



Give your home a charming makeover this summer 




' Daydream about lush meadows 
with a delightfully summery cushion. 
£17.50, cotswoldtrading.com 


No cottage kitchen is complete 
without 0 retro set of scales! £14.99, 

creative-tops.com , 





Add pastel touches to 
your decor, such as 
this stylish oversized 
enamel bread bin. 
£49, ellajames.co.uk 


This classic blue and white floral 
dinnerwore set will odd a touch 
of elegance to your kitchen table. 
From £12, houseoffraser.co.uk 



Lightly 
distressed and 
reminiscent of 
the country, this 
vintage looking 
shelf is perfect 
for holding 
collectibles or 
spice jars. £ 160 , 
ghify.com 
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HOME STYLING 





Fill your home with countryside 
critters in the shape of these 
cute illustrated mugs. From 
£14.50, fenellasmith.com 


This small ceramic 
milk churn would look 
sweet on the breakfast 
table or used os o 
vase. £5.95, 
dotcomgiftshop.com 




Keep your boudoir simple 
with wicker and lace textures 
and a hint of summery florals. 
From £10, sainsburys.co.uk 



Get the lcx)k 


ir Decoupage a dresser with vintage 
floral papers and crochet lace doilies 
to protect surfaces. 

ir Use off cuts of wood to make 
quirky floating shelves, perfect for 
holding ornaments and vases. 

ir Make a feature wall of vintage 
plates from charity shops. 


Give your bathroom a classic country twist 
with blue and white patterns. Towel £10, 
both mot £14, next.com 
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Each issue we round up the best in the business to answer your 
homemaking woes, so if you’ve got a query you’d like help with, 
tell editorial assistant Frankie at francesca.cowling@aceville.co.uk 


A One of the trends that I really love at the moment is denim, 
which looks amazing on an upholstered bedstead or divan. 
Whether you’re looking for a deep navy shade or a washed out 
hue, Button & Sprung has a great palette to choose from to help you bring 
your bedroom up to date. 

Denim is a versatile fabric that can be completely transformed with a few 
key accessories, meaning you can personalise your use of it to your own 
tastes. Mirror the high street and add small touches of metallics such as 
copper to help create a glamorous feel in your boudoir. Make sure you 
choose co-ordinating bed linen in neutral shades so that they won’t clash 
with the frame, and will add a hint of understated style to your room. 


ADAM BLACK IS THE CO-FOUNDER OF BUTTON & 
SPRUNO, BUTTONANDSPRUNG.COM, THE HOME OF 
STYLISH, HANDMADE BEDS. 

Q /’m on the lookout for a new bed and 
want it to be upholstered in a trendy 
fabric for a modern look. What would 
you suggest? AmY BUTCHER 


CHRISSIE HARPER IS THE OPERATIONS MANAOER AT 
CALIFORNIA SHUTTERS, CALIFORNIASHUnERS.CO.UK, 

WHERE YOU CAN FIND BEAUTIFUL AFFORDABLE 
SHUTTERS FOR YOUR HOME. 


/ have a small bathroom and want to let 
as much light in as possible. What type of 
shutters will do ANNABEL WILSON 


. , If you are fitting shutters in your bathrooms and require 

// \\ privacy without losing light, tier on tier shutters offer the 

perfect solution. With separately adjustable top and bottom 
panels you can open either section or adjust the slats to 
create the perfect configuration for your room. 

If your windows don’t suit this idea, cafe-style shutters make a great 
alternative as they cover the lower section of your window, providing a 
balance between daylight and screening. Our step by step measuring and 
installation guides make our range of DIY shutters easy to order and fit 
and if you have any queries our in-house team of experts are on hand to 
guide you through the process. Choose from wood or vinyl finishes and 
use the colour match service to create a bespoke solution for your 
bathroom windows at a truly affordable price. 
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AS SALES DIRECTOR OF l&JL BROWN, 
BROWNANTIQUES.COM, SIMON HILTON IS 
THE AUTHORITY ON ADDINO UNIOUE, BESPOKE 
TOUCHES TO YOUR HOME. 

Q I want to give my country kitchen a 

bright and summery makeover without 
losing any rustic charm. What would 
you suggest? SOPHE LEACH 

A They say the kitchen is the heart of the home and there are 
a few very easy ways to add a summery touch without 
changing the style and feel of the room. Add a hint of 
sunshine to your kitchen by filling some small coloured 
vases with flowers and dot them around the table. Coloured glass is 
always a lovely way to add some vibrancy to a kitchen - tumblers and 
wine glasses in turquoise, ruby red and purple will add a stylish touch to 
your kitchen and inject some colour after a long winter. 

If you wanted to go all out, why not paint your kitchen chairs in pale 
yellow or sky blue? Or invest in some gorgeous new squab cushions in 
cheerful colours? Fill a large white bowl with bright, zesty oranges for an 
additional pop of colour and hang a large reclaimed pendant light on for 
a modern twist whilst still retaining that all important rustic charm. 








AS MARKETING DIRECTOR OF OORMAR OARPETS, 
CORMARCARPETS.CO.uk, DAVID OORMAOK KNOWS 
ALL THERE IS TO KNOW ABOUT OARING FOR YOUR 
FLOOR OOVERINGS. 


Q We recently had a new carpet laid in my 
living room and I’m desperate to keep it 
looking as lovely as it does now! Any 
KERRY HOLDSWORTH 


A Carpets aren’t really difficult to care for, but it does pay to 
know a few useful tips. The right care and upkeep not only 
keeps carpets looking their best but it extends their lifespan 
too and you need to start from the moment your new floor 
covering is laid. 

Once a new carpet is in place, make sure the quality is upheld by 
undertaking a good maintenance programme - regular vacuuming two or 
three times a week. The key to good carpet maintenance is to avoid 
particles of loose dirt and dust from working their way into the carpet pile 
where they will act abrasively on the fibres and discolour the surface. 
Protect new carpet by installing brush or barrier matting in your entrance 
way to clear dirt, dust and grime from shoes before entering the home, or 
even better, wear slippers in the house! 


CALIFORNIA 

SHUTTERS 


Cormai' 

A l-t !■ li I' 


BUTTQn& 

spRung 





BROWN 
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Furniture /.Clinic 


lEATHER CARE & REPAIR 5PECIAUSTS 

MraiuiiKtureri ui : imiqua ran^ of lentliet (Isomng. repair & rHiarntiari prortiKh. 


THE FABBADASHERY 



Fabulous Fabrics, 
Beautiful Buttons 


& Truly 
Scrumptious 
Trimmings 


Craft workshops every week 


www.thefabbadashery.com 
ti www.facebook.com/thefabbadashery 
01422 647574 



FiUks • Yarns • KHs • TrimmHigs • hHerns • Wirkslii^ 
Citeiie • HmJ L|ttJ|ti • Art Gillcr^ • K|tU • 
lisUifJ Stuji|s • Niinriji • Ifltrt Kaurnan • Millir 
Ritt • SuUitne • triU JCni^lit • liril Qr^inU • Lin^ 




Social Fabric, 48 High Street Totnes, TQ? 5SQ 
01803 864144 hello@sociatfabrictotnesxo.uk 
w ww.soc ialf a brictotn e s. c o. u k 


/ soc i a tfabric totn e s o 
#socia}fobrlctotnes ^ 




The perfect anti-slip finish 
for added safety 

> Wili not crack* peei or blister 

> Protects against rnould, algae 
and fungal decay 

> Water and weather resistant 

Call or visit 
the web for 
stockists* 




+44 ( 0)1296 481 220 

www.osmouk.com 


osmoi 



★ Wax 

★ Wicks 

★ Professional Fragrances 

Moulds 

* 

★ Dyes 

★ Equi 

★ Advice 


TheCandieMakingShop.co.uk 


MAKE CANDLES 

LIKE A PRO - But a fraction of the cost 
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Master 


craft 


while 


sewing 


a 


a new 


lovely wall hanging 


( ometimes the best way to learn a new skill is to 
\ buy a craft kit. That way you don't have the worry 
kJ coming up with a design or trying to pick colours, 
which leaves you to concentrate on getting to grips 
with the task in hand by practising and perfecting your 
technique. That's why we love these little kits from 
Nio Cross Stitch (nia-crossstitch.com), each pock 
includes o full-colour graph chart, cross-stitch fabric, o 


thread cord loaded with oil the colours you need and 
special needle. All you hove to do is simply place your 
fabric in an embroidery hoop and follow the chart. Then 
just iron the reverse and pop into o frame. Start with o 
simple summer sampler like this one to practise with 
and graduate to o larger, tapestry creation os your 
confidence grows. These simple artworks moke great 
gifts and would look adorable in o little girlie room. 
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For all your cupcake boxes 
& accessories 


FIND YOUg 

FABRIC 


AT I’^CY J&OON! H 


WWW. I i ttl ecu pea keboxes .co.uk 


WWW. 


'moon. CO. 


CROSS STITCH 


Contemporary English and Welsh cross 
stitch charts and kits. Full colour charts 
with alphabet supplied. Personalise for 
celebrations and occasions. 


Nutscene have been producing 
quality jute twines since 1 922. 

Manufacturer and online 
stockist of colourful twines, cords 
and raffia 

www.nutscene.com 
01307 468589 


449-451 Ashley Road, Parkstone, 
Poole BH14 0AX 
Tel: 01202 716286 

Visit www.magicmomentssugarcraft.co.uk 
for further information or call 
01202 716286 


www.nia-crossstitch.com 
info@nia-crossstitch.com 
01792 897695 


Swanstitch 

knitting • needlework • haberdashery • craft 


Ty Alpaca treats await you in our online 
S store where we specialise in alpaca 
j yarns from our own herd. We also stock 
jj leading luxury yarn brands. Something 
If for everyone fleece, fibre, yarns, patterns, 
p kits, haberdashery and special gifts 


Your first M ^ 

choice AiL 

for 

sewing I wH 

machine ■■ 
sales, ^ 

service . ; 

and 

accessories in Winchester 


We stock a wide variety of items for 
all your crafting needs. Knitting, 
needlework, haberdashery and craft 
products in many major brands. 
We're happy to help either in the 
shop or at one of our workshops. 

swanstitch55@sky.com 
01304 366915 
www.theswanstitchshop.co.uk 


BERNINA ELNA JANOME TOYOTA 

www.reads-of-winchester.co.uk 
01962 850 950 


thelittlewoolcompany@gmail.com 

www.thelittlewoolcompany.com 

01409221699 


iigpilt: 


Little CiipeiTkc Boxes 


of Winchester 




Banbury Sewing Centre 


r// y 


Welcome to the 
Banbury Sewing Centre 

Established for over 25 years - we 
do hope you enjoy your visit with us 
today and everyday. 
Suppliers of knitting, sewing, 
haberdashery, cross stitch, sewing 
machines, craft materials, buttons, 
zips and fabrics. 

01295 262344 

www.banburysewingcentre.co.uk 


LUKU 

-HOME 


Boutique online furniture and 
homeware store. 

1 0% OFF your first order 


www.lukuhome.com 

-4:: O' I 


Quilters Dream Fabrics, 

j , ^ haberdashery, 

. qflilto^ / ^ 

books and patterns 
Full range of DMC 
threads, embroidery kits and 
accessories. Workshops and courses 
for all levels. Groups welcome we can 
also bring our shop to your group. 

All welcome every Tuesday morning to 
our drop. 


01264 324420 
info@quiltersdream.co.uk 
www.quiltersdream.co.uk 








EHond crafted natural skin core 
and home aroma products & 
workshops 

www.chulo-naturals.co.uk 

01634 814529 


MAGIC MOMENTS 

For all your sugarcraft and cake 
decorating needs 


For more information all olna oeremia or 
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HOMEMAKER'S HAND-PICKED SELECTION OF 

ESSENTIAL SlliPPLIERS 


Ideas & accessories to help you 
create your own DIY wedding 
favours & celebration gifts 


. The Village Maker is 

VlLLAb£ all about Modern 

fllflkCR Makery. 

Modern fabric, notions and projects 
for the Modern Maker. Dressmaking, 
Patchwork & Homemaking. 


We stock gorgeous, vintage inspired 
fabrics and more. 

Get 5 % discount when you 
use code: HOMEMAKER 


CRNDLE & CAKE 

........ party SkOP - 

Stockists of stylish party supplies 
including paper tableware, baking 
supplies and pretty decorations. 


www.thevillagemaker.co.uk 

enquiries@thevillagemaker.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/thevillagemaker 
http;/ / www.pinterest.com/VillageMaker 


www.thevintagequilt.co.uk 

01768372529 


www.uniqueweddingfavours.co.uk 


Visit www.candleandcake.co.uk 


On-line stockists of Liberty Lawns, 
Liberty Needlecord and Liberty 
haberdashery plus designer 
dressmaking & crafting patterns 
New Liberty Lifestyle range in stock! 


The home of ~ 

modern j 

vintage. _ 

Handmade ^ ^ ^ 

soft 

furnishings, 1^^ W 
bunting, ^ 

notice ^ 

boards, children's goods, gifts. 
Bespoke service. Designed and 
handmade in Britain. 

01787 267891 /0781 5446084 
hopscotchhandmadegifts@gmail.com 
www.hospcotchhandmadegifts.co.uk 


' The Make and Do 

Emporium is an 

9 e IS B i ll ciladdins cave of 
gorgeous 

T Its ribbons, 

J buttons and other 

‘l ’ i crafty goodies. 

The Make 

ill] Tt WtU Qnd Do Emporium 
83 Sandy Park Road, Brislington, 
Bristol BS4 SPG 


Unique, Bespoke & Original 
Packaging 

www.elitepackagingcompany.co.uk 

enquiries@elitepackagingcompany.co.uk 


01179 711239 
www.mymakeanddo.co.uk 


For amazing offers visit 
Sewbox.co.uk 


oxford yariA, Store 

„ An Aladdin's 

^ cave of every 

t' ‘ VP® of exquisite 

yarn and 
accessories for 
^ crochet and 

hnitting sourced 
H|[Q from around the 
Also 

crochet books 
and patterns and regular classes on 
learning to crochet, Tunisian, Freeform 
and more! 

WWW. oxfordya rn store, co . u k 
i n fo@oxfordya rn store, co . u k 
Tel: 01 865 604112 


We stock 0 beautiful selection 
of modern, retro and vintage 
inspired fabrics. 


IHe Arty Oafty Roce is home to ihe woncW 
Block Croft cofection, horxkorverf Iwiffli pftoting 
blocks ood dl the occessories pit could 




Fabrics, haberdashery & 
everything in between - shop 
online & in store! 

www.remnantkings.co.uk 


www.belovedfabrics.co.uk 


ww.tbeortycroftyplace .co.uk 01B69 34902 
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U)iMeMfker 

NOTES 

The essential guide full of tips and 
tricks you may find useful this month 


I’d be lost without . . 

FABRIC 

What I love about fabrics is that you can transform the whole 
look of your home by recovering o sofa, whipping up some 
scatter cushions or hanging o huge patchwork wall piece. But 
you con also use little pieces to make o real difference. I've 
recently spruced up my spore room by adding o collection of 
handmade fabric Tilda dolls like the one pictured here and 
displaying my left over Tilda Spring Lake fabric scraps in on eclectic mix of vintage 
frames. Get the doll patterns and Spring Lake collection at billowfabrics.co.uk. 
ELLA JOHNSTON, EDITOR 




CUTE AS A BUTTON 

UPDATE OLD FASTENERS WITH FABRIC 



if 




\ 




1 Cut o circle of fabric approximately 
twice the size of the button 



2 Moke o running stitch 
around the circumference 
of the fabric circle 


3 Place a button in the middle of 
the fabric. Pull thread to gather, 
and cover button 

4 Stitch from side to side on 
the reverse of the button to 
close it and secure 



GRATE IDEAS 

USE THE SUMMER MONTHS 
TO SHOW YOUR DORMANT 
FIREPLACES SOME TLC 

• For o professional look on o 
cost iron design, apply o small 
amount of metal polish to wire 
wool and rub into the metal using 
o firm hand. Repeat until you 
hove covered oil areas making 
sure you get rid of any rust. Buff 
with o soft cloth. Don't use water 
os this will rust the metal. 


• Give o wooden mantelpiece 
o new leash of life by waxing. It 
protects the materials underneath 
the wax while adding o sheen. 

• Cleon tiles around the 
fireplace by brushing away oil 
loose dirt and debris from the 
tile surface, taking extra core 
around cracks or crumbling 
areas. A vacuum with a brush 
attachment is good for this. 

For more engrained dirt use 

o toothbrush or baby hairbrush. 
Once clean, polish the tiles 
with o clean, soft cloth. 
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CELSIUS FAHRENHEIT 

GAS MK 

now 225T 

74 

1 30W 250T 

72 

140W 275T 

1 

150W 300T 

2 

170W 325T 

3 

1 SOW 350T 

4 

190W 375T 

5 

200W 400T 

6 

220W 425T 

7 

230W 450T 

8 

(Reduce these temperatures by 

1 0-20W for fan-assisted ovens) 

yVei^l^ 8, fvieMuAeA^ 

If you're confused about how much of 

this to odd, or how much of that you 

need, refer to our indispensable 

conversion chart. 


1 teaspoon (tsp) 

= 5ml 

1 dessertspoon 

= 12ml 

1 tablespoon (tbs) 

= 15ml 

1 shot 

= 25ml 

1 fluid ounce (fl oz) 

= 30ml 

1 pint 

= 568ml 

1 ounce (oz) 

= 28g 

1 pound (lb) 

= 450g 

1 cup (sugar) 

= 200g 

1 cup (flour) 

= 115g 

1 cup (liquid) 

= 240ml 


“Ay MAhy hxAwdhy fiw lA}OhMy OVdv t/V 
tA)katkeyhje£ciSyCU^ 



GEORGE MOORE, THE BROOK KERITH 


TABLE MANNERS 

IMPRESS YOUR PARTY GUESTS BY 
TAKING CARE OF YOUR DINNER WARE 

• Cleon silver plated cutlery by placing it 
in o silver-foil-lined troy (shiny side up) and 
covering with warm water. Add baking 
powder and once the powder has stopped 
fizzing, remove the silverware and dry with 
o clean teo-towel. 

• Remove unsightly tea and coffee stains on 
china cups with o damp sponge sprinkled 
with cream of tartar. 

• Plagued by grey marks on china left by 
cutting and scraping silverware? Don't 
worry, you can gently rub these away with 
a soft cloth dabbed with a little toothpaste. 

Try soaking plates with rinds from oranges 
and lemons to get them gleaming. 

• Look after your china by storing it carefully; 
extremes in temperature can cause cracks 
and breakage so don't box china away in a 
cold basement or hot attic. 


112 




MAG 


"MIX AND MATCH TRADITIONAL SHAPES AND DESIGNS 
WITH FUNKY METALLICS AND STATEMENT COLOURS" 



The Arty Crafty place, theartycraftyplace.co.uk 
Art Gallery Fabrics, artgalleryfabrics.com 
Banbury Sewing, banburysewingcentre.co.uk 
Beloved Fabrics, belovedfabrics.co.uk 
Billow Fabrics, billowfabrics.co.uk 
Blinds 2 Go, blinds-2go.co.uk 
Candle AAaking Shop, thecandlemakingshop.co.uk 
Chulo Naturals, chulo-naturals.co.uk 
Coats Crafts, makeitcoats.com 
Ella James, ellajames.co.uk 
Elite Packaging, elitepackagingcompany.co.uk 
Esse esse.com 

Fabbadashery, fabbadashery.co.uk 
Fancy AAoon, fancymoon.co.uk 
Fibre-East, fibre-east.co.uk 
Foodie Flavours, foodieflavours.com 
Furniture Clinic, furnitureclinic.co.uk 
Graphtec, grophtecgb.co 
The FHomemakery, thehomemakery.co.uk 
FHooklicious, etsy.com/ shop/hooklicious 
Hopscotch, hopscotchhandmadegifts.co.uk 
Janome, janome.co.uk 

Leicestershire Craft, leicestershirecraftcentre.co.uk 
Little Cupcake Boxes, littlecupcakeboxes.co.uk 
Little Ls, Littlels.co.uk 

Little Wool Company, thelittlewoolcompany.com 
Luck and Luck, luckandluck.co.uk 
Love Crochet, lovecrochet.com 
Love Knitting, loveknitting.com 
Luku Home, Lukuhome.com 
AAogic AAoments, magicmomentssugarcraft.co.uk 
AAake Do and AAend, makedomend.com 
Manor House Hotel, manorhousecountryhotel.com 
Nia Cross Stitch, nia-crossstitch.com 
Nutscene, nutscene.com 
Gsmo, osmouk.com 

Peaches Gift Shoppe, peachesgiftshoppe.com 
Pennine Gutdoors, pennineoutdoor.co.uk 
PlastiKote, plasti-kote.co.uk 
Plush Addict, plushaddict.co.uk 
Purple Stitches, purple-stitches.com 
Purplelinda Crafts, purplelindacrafts.co.uk 
Quilters Dream, quiltersdream.co.uk 
The Range, therange.co.uk 
Reads of Winchester, reads-of-winchester.co.uk 
Remnant Kings, remnantkings.co.uk 
Sew box, sewbox.co.uk 
Sew crafty sew, sewcraflyonline.co.uk 
Sew Hot, sewhot.co.uk 
Sew in the City, sewintheciiy.co.uk 
Silverline Tools, silverlinetools.com 
Sizzix, sizzix.co.uk 

The Soap Kitchen, thesoapkitchen.co.uk 
Social Fabric, socialfabrictotnes.co.uk 
Sticky Tiger, stickytiger.co.uk 
Swanstitch Shop, theswanstitchshop.co.uk 
Tilly Airers, tillyairers.co.uk 
Tuiss, tuiss.co.uk 
Tuliptoppers, tuliptoppers.co.uk 
Twisted Stitches, twistedstitches.com 
Unravel and Unwind, unravelandunwind.co.uk 
The Village Haberdashery, 
thevillagehaberdashery.co.uk 
The Village Maker, thevillagemaker.co.uk 
The Vintage Quilt, thevintagequilt.co.uk 
Willow Knits, willowknits.com 
Wool Warehouse, woolwarehouse.co.uk 
Yeoman Yarns, yeoman-yarns.co.uk 
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Create a holiday haven without leaving town 


A t this time of year the thoughts of most 
people turn to holidays, but not 
everyone is lucky enough to jet off to 
an exotic destination. For those who don’t have 
the chance of a getaway, there is another 
option - transform your garden into your very 
own resort! Staycations are becoming more and 
more popular these days and there are so many 
wonderful ways to create that holiday feeling at 
home. Whether you want to recreate the feel 
of an English seaside town, a white-washed 
Greek village, or a Moroccan courtyard, I have 
some easy decor ideas to make your backyard a 
real summer retreat. 



BEACH DAY 

I love the idea of having a sandpit in the garden 
- complete with buckets and spades of course! It’s 
easy to create one with timber borders, rather like 
the structure of a raised flower bed. To create a 
fully immersive holiday experience why not ask a 
tradesperson to build a giant version that adults 
as well as children can enjoy? Imagine sipping a 
cocktail while reclining on a deck chair, your feet 
in the sand. For people lucky enough to have big 
trees in their garden, a giant swing chair is a 
wonderful addition to your holiday escape. I’ve 
seen some amazing ones on Pinterest, especially 
those made from old hammocks or the tops of 
mini trampolines - these make stunning seats 
strung between sturdy branches. 

ENGLISH SUMMER 

It can be fun to turn an old shed or summer 
house into a serene place to relax if the weather 
gets wet. Think about creating a little bit of 
Greece in your garden by painting the exterior 
white, with the trims and doors in that classic 
colbolt blue synonymous of the country. Finish 
the look with blue-glazed pots planted with 
bright blooms placed out the front; you could 
even add pretty olive oil containers planted with 
rosemary. Speaking of our English weather, it’s 
also worth thinking about how to extend your 
outdoor time into the chilly evening. I 
absolutely love a fire pit for providing warmth, 
and there are some wonderful ones on the 
market now. I got mine from a company called 


thepotco.com. Don’t forget you can cook in the 
embers too - just buy some pizza stones and heat 
up your late-night nibbles! 

CAMP OUT 

With a few blankets and throws you can stay 
outside well into the small hours, and for an 
authentically-exotic holiday feel I would go for 
a Moroccan look with your choice of textiles. 
This theme is very on- trend at the moment and 
can be seen all over the high-street. Use piles 
of lovely patchwork throws and cushions to 
create your North African scheme; warm colours 
and an eclectic mix of patterns and textures is 
the key. If you don’t want your ‘holiday at home’ 
to end when the sun goes down, there’s no 
reason why you can’t go the whole hog and 
camp in your garden overnight. Kids will love 
the novelty of climbing into sleeping bags and 
experiencing story time by torch light. Garry 
on the fun with an alfresco breakfast the next 
morning of fresh fruit and yogurt - drizzle on 
honey and chopped dates for a Moroccan twist! 

Happy staycation everyone! 


See Linda Barkers lovely shop, 
reallylindabarker.co.uk for more decorating 
ideas and accessories, and if you're looking for 
o professional tradesperson, be sure to check out J 
her partner company checkatrade.com, which 
has o database of reputable contacts. [ 
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PiippleliRda 


LOVETOCROCHET 


Crochet this Stags Head Wall Plaque in 
DMC Petra Crochet Cotton 




Visit us online for the largest selection of Crochet Supplies in the UK 


www.purplelmdacrafts.co.uk 


Everything is made 
with the DKS100 and DKS30 




Everything is made easy with these 
sleek studio styled machines. 


For further information: 

Teiephone 0161 666 601 1 or visit our website www,|anome.co,uk 

The World's leading sewing machine manufocturer 


JANOME 


Eoch stitch key has an LED tight activated when you 
choose one of the direct select keys. These machines 
have an easy set bobbin so no need to pull up your 
bobbin thread, a superior feed system and a unique 
bobbin winding system. Wide ongie white LED lighting 
otters greoter Itiumi notion for ali your sewing projects and 
there ore many more user friendly features Inciuding auto 
one step buttonhoies, on outo needie threader, an auto 
under bed cutter and even o knee iifter on the DKS100, 
which is a firm favourite with quilters. 


iH^ 




An optionor quilling kit cr 
ovoifoble for Ihe DKSIOO 
& DKS30 ^vhich includes 
o large ©xten^on table 
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